
CANADIAN COURIER

MEN 0F TO-DAY
A Mfaster o? IrrigationT l'«IHERE is a iman ini Calgary îvho loes more '. îth feýv xý ord', thani

most mein in tiîat land of large deeds. 'Major J. S. i)ennis is
at the bead of the drvest business in the wxorid. lie is l)rol)-
ably' tbe best-posted irrigation expert ini Arnerica andl one of

the leadling, irrigationists in the world. Hie would
be a g4ood mani for Egytit -,*but lie is doing a work
out on the dry heit cast of Calgary that no mari
in Eptbas ever doue.- not even (ïiro,-uardl
Ile is tbe irrigation king of threc million acres
of land into) whicb bis business is to turn the
fruictifiNgii, watersý of the Bow River.

Th'le klow -Rvr uis througb Calgary a fewv
hutndred yards froni the big sandstone office of
Major Denniis vich is near the railway. WTalk
into that office and ask for Mr. Dennis and yoil
wvill be confronted bv one of the coolest, keeni
eyed men that ever looked across a treeless land-
scape. Major Dennis is a silent ni. Ile sonie-
Nvhat resembles Lord Kitchener. I remember
cahiing oni lim once; just ini a friendly xvay. lie
said very " vltle; admittcd that bie xvas in a great
business but had mîot a syllable to say for bini-
self except that lie bad beeiî in the WVest tbirtv-
five yearsý and ougbt to know sometbiug about
the couintry. lncidentally bie gave Calgary a
boost and put Edmonton in second place. This îs
natural, althougb the Major bas propcrty in
var-otis parts of tbe XVest and is interested in the
developmnrt of the etîtire country. Heaven
knows lie bias seen enough of it ; almost as mucb
as thiat otber veteran trail-finder in Calgary, Rev.
John MDual

john DeF)nnis went to the West in 1872. Ile
%vas thien a lad of sixteen. Hc went into survey-
ing; first iin Manitoba: two years wib theMao
D~ominion Goenin.Six years later bie was M 3 r
in chargec of a section of speciai survey runtiig Ms

base lines between merîdians. A year later be
went into the Hudson's Bay Company under
Lord Stratlhcona; four years ini that capacity,
diuring whicblimne be organîsed the companN's
land departmnt; in 1884 hie spent a year explor-
inig in the Rockies: then calne the Rebeilion whîeîî
lie organiisedl an intelligence corps of scouts of
whiichi iiost we,(re surveyors that knew tbe colin-
try-anid froi that bie got bis ilitary distince-
tion and tilie.

After thec war Major Dennis was made
Inspector and Chief Engineer of Surveys-until
18,94. whenct the Goverrument tumned him loose on
the irrigation probleni. Hie vÎsited the irrigation
tracts of the 'ited States and learned nîost of
what thecre wvas to know: s0 mucb so that he
was able to give tbe Governinent usefuil pointers
about the formutlation 'of amendments to the
Irrigation Act. In î8ç) Major Dennis became
Deputy-Minister of Pvblic Works to tble North-
wüst Týerritories. W\'ben the Federal Governiment
turnled over the irrigation work to the new pro-
vinces. hie becamne clief of the irrigation move-
menctt. Later developintts have resulted in tbe Mr. W
Canadiani Pacific Railwvay get- rsdnMj

ting hoid of the dry beit east
of Calgary and incidentally of
M.,ajor Dennis, whon uindertook

tgo make fit for bumiian habita-
tion and agriculture a tract
of three million acres whicb

wtholit the Bow River wouid
b e fit for little but occasional
pasture. H1e was mnade super-
intendeflt of irrigation andl
land commnissioner for British
Columbia. Latteriy hie bas
been made assistant to the
second vice-president of the

Mr. Dennis is an aulthority
on intensive farmning. H1e will
tell you off-band ini bis office
what a fariner cani do with anl
acre of land under irrigation;:
what the siaîl fariner is able
ta do up against the big
fariner that gobbles tip sec- Mr. W. L<. T.
tions of land. H1e is one of CorlrCsponing Secretai'y Maitux ird <,f 'lrade.
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the most uiseful pioneers in the \ est. Ie lias mnaie iess noise thanl
anv other mari of equai calibre; and there are very few men in that
country who have such an organising grip on things as Major l)ennis.
lHe miglit havec been a financier. HIe chose to become a developer,
Incidentally hie is pretty welI off. But hie lias donc more for Canada
than to -iaass a big fortune. Tt xvas given to Moses to get water
frin a rock, 'Major Dennis is somiething of a mnodemn Mose.s '-n
puittbng wvater on the dry land.

Head or a Flghtlnfl Clan

WA 1l EN, the Maritime Board of Trade mneets
ilithere is usuaiiy nlo lack of kicks. At the
convenlîti held a w'eek or so ago in

Charlottetowxn, the miembers tlîresbcd ontsoe
live topies. They took a good heaithy wvhack at
the tunnel \vhich is to the "mtillîin-acre farîin-
of l)ttat(oes and hav inuicli what the Yonge
Street biridge is to 1 uroito Fmey al-so t ackled
maritime union. O)ne speaker xvent so far as tu
sav that if union were a fact they rniglit get the
tunnel. A resoltioni \vas broughit in hv Senator
Ross ini favour of union, scconded b' flic faions
"I lance" Logan of Cuniberland. Mr. James
1>aton, proiînent, niemiber of the Board. ývenit
(lcad against union but put iii a shoulder boost
for the tunnel. M r. l>aton lias hiad his gootîs
hield up hy the îce. Telephone rates were sliitC(
as excessive. Steamship subsidies were liaule(I
over the coals.

In fact it wvas as liveiy a session of a Board
of Trade as xvas ever field in Canada. 'Flic new
president, Mr. W. B. Snlowbail, took a strong
baud ini the talk. Mr. Snowball is from Chatham,
N.B3., and hie is a lumber inerchant with large
sbipping înterests. He is a live mari wbo ail bis
life bas been studying thec needs and the capabili-
tics of the Atlantic provinces; one of the coin-
mercial school whicb bas succcded to the cra

Deunîsof politicianls and orators and poets hii that land
Denîsof mutcli polities but latterly of fast-growing
~giikn. trade. Hie was l)frn ini Chathamn and educated

there; tili lie went to Upper Canada Coliege
where lie put in three years. On tbe (leatb of
bis father lie hecanie president of tbe J. 1B. Snow-
bail Conmpany. His qualifications for the presi-
dency of flic Maritime Board of Trade are partly
indicated by tbe outiinies of bis public carcr:
Aldermian for Chatham (iuring the years i"q
and i899 ; iayor for 1901 and 1902 ; again ini the
counicil as alderman for four ycars; presi(Ient for
tbree termns of the Chatham B3oard of Trade ;
director of thie Miramichi Steam Navigation
Company, of the South-West Boom Compilany,
and the North-West Boom Company; also chair-
ian of the Schooi Board, and in i908 president

of the Canadian Forestry Association.
* a

King or an tllnd

M$~ R. JAMES PATON is second vice-president
ÂA.of the Maritime Board of frade. 1le bas

braved the Atlantic to Europe ninety-one
timies. Mr. Paton belongs to Charlottetown,
where his store is an emporium to the littie

________Island. A raw youth froin Paisley, Scotiand, beý
lowballgot his first job on the I-sland with Robert

rd o re.Young, a dry-.goods king of
Charlottetown in those days.
Next he was witb Messrs"
Weeks & Finley, whose bus-
ness eclipsed that of Mr.
Younig. Twenty years later
hie organised James Paton &
Co. Hle bas found turne to be
Mayor of Charlottetown,
vice-president of the Union
of Canadian Municipalities,
and a Regent of Mount Alhi-
son Coilege and University,
Sackville, N.B.

Mr. Paton is the niercbaîît
king of tbe Island. He repre-
sents the best Scotch tradi-
tions in dry goods. There is
no doubt either that be is one
of the Island's best consurni-
ers when it cornes to the oat
field. The "million-acre faniî"-
lias the finest oat fields in

.Mr. jaules y Canada. It bas also a few of
Secoud ofe.theid Board. the best patrons of porridge.
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