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THE WESTERN

Big Game of the Far North

By Aubrey Fullerton

HE caribou and musk-oxen of the

I very far North are gradually decreas-

ing, and a really serious situation
may soon develop in the way of a big-
game shortage. Mounted police patrol-
men who have recently covered a part of
the sub-Arctic_country bring back news
that the supply is coming dangerously
near the point of extermination, and that
steps wilF need to be taken before long
to conserve the animal population that
still remains.

Some time ago the well known Nor-
wegian explorer, Dr. Leyden, after making
a trip across the Barren Lands, recom-
mended to the Dominion government
that the sale of rifles to the Eskimos be
discontinued because of this threatened
shortage in the game supply. The
primitive instincts of the child-like pecple
of the North led them, he said, to use a
rifle as a toy and to shoot everything in
sight from the sheer novelty of it. They
would suffer no real inconvenience if
they were compelled to rely, as they had
formerly done, upon their bows and ar-
rows and the various trapping methods
with which they had become very pro-
ficient. It would be a wise measure
thought this experienced traveller in the
North, to keep rifles away from them,
in the interest of animal preservation.

The later report from the mounted
police confirms that of Dr. Leyden, and
gives new point to the argument made
at various times during the past few years
that the matter required attention.
Both the caribou and the musk-oxen,
which have been a chief food suppl
for the Eskimos from time immemorial,
are said to be in danger, and men who
have been in the far North claim that its
big game will presently be a thing of the
past unless measures are soon taken in
the direction of a close season or the estab-
lishment of an animal sanctuary.

A Musk Ox of the Barren Land

The threatened extermination of sub-
Arctic game is partly due to the fact that
the Eskimos are good hunters. When
the life-of a whole family, or a whole
community, is dependent upon the
results of the chase, there must be no
mistakes in hunting methods, and the
Eskimos at such times, and in the most
(ti}llﬁicult situations, rarely do the wrong

ing.

Bows and arrows were formerly their
usual weapons, but since American and
British whaling vessels have been going
to Arctic waters the use of firearms, thus
ntroduced in the North, has become gen-
eral along certain parts of the coast, and
the Eskimos have proved as skilful with
guns as with their primitive bows. Large
numbers of deer are also trapped in
cleverly concealed pitfalls in the sSnow,
$o placed as to intercept the animals in
their cross-country runs.

The musk-ox is distinctly a northern
amimal. It never goes farther south
than halfway down the coast of Hudson
Bay, nor farther west than the Mackenzie
Tiver; but throughout the Barren Lands,

ong the mainland Arctic coast, and on
the 1slands beyond, it is king. Over that
vast track it roams, usually in herds of
twenty-ﬁye or thirty, anx feeds upon
grass, saxifrage plants, and dwarf willows.
Even in winter it forages grass from under
the snow. In the summer the herds
move north, and before the ice breaks
up they cross to some of the Arctic islands,
where they find pasturage very much to
their liking,

g here is perhaps no animal better
tted to its conditions than this Northern
OX. It is a thick-set animal, with a
massive head and neck, and short legs;
i horns are about twenty-five inches
1°8¢ und curve down, and it can boast

_

of only an inch or two of tail. An average
male animal is of about the size of a small
domestic ox. He looks clumsy, but

though his body is heavy and his legs-

short h¢ is fairly nimble, and gets over
rough surfaces, and even up rocky slopes,
with seeming ease. He wears a heavy,
cold-proof coat of long, brownish-black
hairi under which is a thick growth of
wool.

The flesh of the musk-ox makes excellent
beef. When in good condition it is sweet
and tender and highly nourishing, but in
the winter it carries a strong flavor of
musk, which has given the animal its
name. The musk flavor, however, is
not at all objectionable to the Eskimos,
who use the meat as a part of their food
supply and the pelts for bedding and
clothing.

Of smaller build than the musk-ox,
but much larger in numbers, is the other
denizen of the North, the caribou. I,

too, grazes on the nearer of the Arctic

islands and over the Barrens, but in
addition to this area it covers the plains
of the Peace River country, the Yukon
valleys and the wooded lands of the
Athabasca and Mackenzie territories.

There have heretofore been millions of
these woodland and prairie . caribou,
differing somewhat in size and habits
according to the country. Like the musk-
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oxen, they break up into small bands
for most of the year, except when on the
move, when they mass into monster
herds of several thousand. A caribou
migration is ,one of the sights of the
Northland. ‘

If the musk-ox is of value to the Eskimos
for both food and clothing, even more so
the caribou, which supplies the Northern
sewing room as well as the dining room
with most of its raw material. The uses
to which the skin of the deer may be put
are almost unlimited, and the Eskimo
seamstresses fashion wonderful things
in the way of garments, blankets, tent-
coverings, and footwear out of the only
dry-goods stuff their restricted market
affords them.

Other big game, such as walrus, seals
and whales, make up the rest of the far
North hunting list, but the caribou and
musk-ox are the typical land animals,
and the ones most in need of conservation.
According to the reports at hand during
the past year or two something in the
way of restriction on over-hunting is
really necessary if the animal population
of the sub-Arctics is to be kept up; and it is
certain that that is very desirable, for
the good of the people who live there.

He was an ingenious and ingenuous
small boy. “Mamma,” he said, “will
you wash my face?”’

“Why, John, can’t you do that?”’

“Yes, mamma, I can, but I’ll have to
wet my hands, and they don’t need it.”
—Pearson’s Weekly.
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His First Night Away A
By Strickland W. Gillilan

The neighborlad had teased, and so ha 1 he
Till Mother sighed: “Well, if it has to be!”
And Father said: “Sure! Let him run along,
It’s so near by there’s nothing can go
wrong.”
So Mother rolled his gown into a lump
Smaller than one her throat held; put
his comb :
In with it; and he left, with joy a-jump—
Fil}'lst tin’le he stayed all night away from
ome!

He choked a little when he said good-night
To stranger-parents; and he saw a light
Shining in his own house, two worlds awa
In the next block; then dreamed till
dawning day '
That he was homeless. At their break-
fast-time |
He could not eat, but made his home-
sick flight
Without adieux—to him no social crime—
When first he stayed away from home
all night.

And Mother met him with her arms
outspread,
And in her 1oving bosom hid his head
A long, long time while neither of them
stirred
Nor anybody said a single word. -
In her a pang old as maternity
Forewarned her of long partings that
must come;
For him had ended all eternity—
First time he’s stayed all night away
from home!

The Kirstin Method gets rid
of your stumps after they
are pulled.
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80 stumps in 100 minutes. Record
made by Kirstin Horsa Power Puller
under oficial watch testatthe Land
Clearing Demonstration of the Uni -
versity of Wisconsin.

[ have many times been
agt only surprised but de-
lighted and satisfied withthe
way in which the KIRSTIN
performs. With just a little
! common sense one can pull

[l practically any sized stump.
R C.R.Townsend,Duncan,B.C

Yank Out Those Stumps!

A Guaranteed Saving of from 10% to 50%
in Clearing Land Ready for the Plow.

Lo, 1 Rt The rich crop pictured above, is growing on what was a tax-eat-
ing stump field. The owner got it ready for the plow the Quickest,
Cheapest and Best Way — with the Kirstin Met.ho_d. Thousands of
farmers have increased the productive value of their land a l}undred-
fold by clearing the Kirstin way. You do the same. Stop paying taxes
on worthless stump fields; make them earn money for you — get a

Guaranteed St ump

for 1B Years

Money Back u e r

Bond
One Man — Horse Power
Ne deeply imbedded root is too big for the Kirstin Horse Power veloped by use of double leverage. It gives an ordinary 17-year-
Pull?ar.ee tsy xlr?ilghty strength is irresistible because of its triple old &erm.{;oy a giant's power. ,’ -
power and other exclusive Kirstin features. It will clear more than There is a machine for every need, from the smallest land o _ o
two acres at one setting without strain to clearing job to the biggest. Every customer is given a V4

man,horse or machine. 2

Send for Free Book

*“The Gold in Your
Stump Land.” Read
the letters from farm-
ers who have bought
Kirstins. Learn how,
after clearing your
land, you can make
money by renting
your Kirstin to the
neighbors, learn about
Kirstin service, for-
ever free to all Kirstin

ners. Don't buy
until you read this
book.

Big

Just a wil

One man without horses can pull the
biggest stumps, too, with the Kirstin One 10% to
Man Stump Puller.
the handle gives tons of pull on the lom. Every puller sent on 10 days’ trial, money

stump. This enormous power isde- ack if guarantee does not deliver the goods.

We offer fiou s special opmrt\mil‘tli rt:'; join our Profit Sharing Plan.

1years the leader. Guarantee Bond that

A little push on

Money to those who Order Early

ingness to show your in to your neighbors.

A. ). Kirstin Canadian Co.
7626 Dennis 8t.
Sault Ste. Marie, Ont.

e Kirstin
land and make it ready for the plow at a cost from
cheaper than any
stin Puller is guaranteed against breakage for 18 U4

No canvassing.
't wait—send the
[_) e0upon today. Be the first to share in this big money making plan.

Sending this couon obligates vou in no way.

ethod will clear your

/" A, ). Kirstin
Canadian Co.

/’. 7636 Dennis 8t.
¢ Sault Ste. Marie, Ont.

Send me a free copy
of "'The Geld it Your
Stump Land” and full
particulars of
The Kirstin Method.
The Money Back Bond.
The 15 Year Guarantee.
The Profit Sharing Plan.
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