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- Big Game of the Far North
By Aubrey Fullerton

rE carbou and musk-oxen of îbefurerrI North are-gradually decreas-
ing, and a reaily serious situation

may soon develop in the wuy of a Lig-
game shortage. Mounted police patrol-
mon who have recently covered a part of
the sub-Arctic country bring back new s
that the supply» is comiug dangerously
inear the point of extermination, and that
stops wil need to ho taken before long
to conserve the animal population that
stii remains.

Some time ago the well knowu Nor-
wegian explorer Dr Leyden, after making
a trip across the Barre n Lands, recom-
mended to the Dominion government
that the sale of rifles to the Eskimos be
discontinued because of this tbreatened
shortage in the game supply. The
primitive instincts of the child-like people
of the North led them, hoe said, to use a
rifle as a toy and to shoot everytbing in
sight fromn the sheer novelty of it. Tbey
would sufer no real inconvenience if
they were compelied to rely, as they had
formeriy done, upon their bows and ar-
rows and the various trapping metbods2
with which they had become very pro-
Micent. It would ho a wîso xneasure
thought this experienced travelier in the
North, to keep rifles away fromn them,
in the interest of animal presèrvation. t

The later report fromn the mountedc
police confirms that of Dr. Leyden, and2
gives new point to the argument madeat vurlous tîmes during the past few years
thut the matter required attention.
Both the caribou aud the musk-oxen,
which bave been a chief food supply
for the Eskimos from time immemora,
are said to ho in danger and mon wbo
have been in the far NorXh dlaim that its
big game will presently ho a thing of the
past unless measures are soon taken in
the direction of a close season or the estab-
lishment of an animal sanctuary.

of only an inch or two of tail. An average
male animal is of about the size of a small
domestie ox. Ho looks clumsy, but
though his body is beavy and his legs
short hé is f airly nimble, and gets over
roug surfaces, and even up rocky slopes,witgh seeming ease. Ho wears a heavy,
cold-proof coat of long, brownish-black
hair uncler which je a thick growth of
wooi.

The flesh of the musk-ox makes excellent
beef. When in good condition it is swoet
and tender and higbiy nourishing, but in
the winter it carnies a strong flavor of
musk, which has given the animal its
name. The musk flavor, however, is
not at ail objectionable to the Eskimos,
who use the meat as a part of their food
stîppiy and the peits for bedding and
clothing.

0f smalier buiid than the musk-ox,
but much larger in numbers, is the other
denizen of the North, the caribou. It,
too, grazes on the nearer of the Aretie
islands and over the Barrens, but in
addition to this area it covers tbe plains
of the Peace River country, the Yukon
vaileys and the wooded lands of the
Athabasca and Mackenzie territories.

There have heretofore been millions of
these woodland and prairie- caribou,
differing somewhat in size and habits
according to the country. Like the musk-

oxen, they break up into small bauds
for most of the year, exoept when on the
move, when they mass into monster
herds of several tbousand. A caribou
migration ,is ,one of the sights of the
Northland.

If the niusk-ox is of value to the Eskimos
for both food and clothing, oven more so
the caribou, which supplies the Northern
sewing room as weli as the dining room
with most of its raw matorial. The uses
to which the skin of the door may be put
are almost unlimited, and the Eskimo
seamstrosses fashion wondorful things
in the way of garments, blankets, tent-
covorimgs, and footwear out of the only
dry-goods stuif their restricted market
afords them.

Othor big game, such as walrus, seals
and whaies, make up the rest of the far
North hunting list,b ut the caribou and
musk-ox are the typical land animais,
and the ones most in need of conservation.
According to the reports at hand during
the past year or two something in the
way of restriction on over-hunting is
really nocessary if the animal population
of the sub-Arctics is to bo kept up; and it is
certain that that is very desirable, for
the good of the people who live there.

Ho was an ingenious and ingenuous
small boy. "Mamma," ho said, "wiii
you wash my face?"

"hy, John, can't you do that?"
"es, mamma, 1 can, but ll have to

wet My hnd and they don't need it.'
-Pearson's Weekly.

1118 irst Nlght Away ~
By Strickland W. Gillilan

The neighbor lad had teased, and so ha i ho
Till Mother siehod: "Well, if it hu to bel"
And Father said: "Sure! Let him run along,
It's so near by there's nothing can go

wrong."
80 Mpther roiied his gown into a lump

Smaller than ono her throat held; put
his comb

In with it; and ho lef t, with joy a-jump-
First time he stayed aIl night away from

home!
He choked a littie when ho said good-night
To strangor-parents; and 'ho saw a light
Shining in his own house, two worlds away
In the noxt block; thon dreamedwtl

dawning day1
That ho was homeless. At their break-

fast-time
Ho could not eut, but made his home-

Without adieux-to him no social crime-
When first ho stayed away from home

ail night.
And Mother met him with her arme

outspreàd,
And im her loving bosom hid hia head
A long, long timo whiie neither of them

stirred
Nor anybody said a single word.
In her a pan g oid as maternity

Forewarned her of long partings that
must corne;

For him had euded ail eternity-
Firat time he's stayed ail nîght away

from home!

- I - ____- ___________________________________________________________

A Musk Ox of the Barren Land

The threatened extermination of sub-
Arctic game is partly due to the fact that
the Eskimos are good hunters. When
the life, of a whole family, or a whole
commumity, is dependent upon the
resuits of tbe chase, there must ho 1no
mistakes in hunting methods, and the
Eskimos at such times, and in the most
difficuit situations, rarely do tbe wrong
thing.

Bows and arrows werc formerly their
usual weapons, but since American and
British whaling vesseis have been going
to Arctic waters the use of firearms, thus
introduced in the North, bas become gen-
eral along certain parts of the coast, and
the Eskimos have proved as skilful with
guns as with their primitive bows. Large
nlumbers of deer are also trapped in
cleverly concealed pîtfalls in the snow,
s0 piaced as to intercept the animais in
their cross-country runs.

The musk-ox is distinctly a northern
animal. It neyer goes farther south
than halfway down the coast of Hudsoni
Bay, nor farther west than the Mackenzie
river; but tbroughout the Barren Lands,
along the mainland Arctic coast, and on
the islands beyond, it is king. Over that
Vast track it roams, usually in bords of
twenty-five or thirty, and feeds upon
fass, saxifrage plants, and dwarf willows.
Jven In wnter it forages grass from under

the snow. In the summer the herds
miove inortb, and before the ice breaks
upthcy cross to some of the Arctic islands,
Wher they find pasturage very much to

i .e s perhaps no animal better
fitted to its conditions than this Northern
OX.1 i a thick-set animal, with a
Mass4ve head and nèck, and short legs;
ts hi 1ms are abbut twenty-five inches
long ,uid curve down, and it can boast
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