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The point was soon agreed on : E Jward hastened to conclud" his toilette,

«nd then, nrrayed in a new drivinj^ co^t of the must enviable aymmetry, walked

with hiif frienJ towards the Uarnwolt Turnpike, where they found their

tindom with the leader ready h.irne8«ed, awaitinij their arrival.

Whoever has had the good fortune to drive one of these formidalde

ifeiiiclc's, (mail carls as ihey are sometimes called,) will conceive the pcstaRj

with which our hero, at the rate of twelve miles an hour, a fine brisk lueize

netting in right against him, and hi^ horses hoofs clattering over the magnifi-

cent stony road, accompanied Handiman to Newmarket.

The main street was crowded on thuir arrival; blacklegs, amateurs of the

<«rf, heroes of the fist, pickpockets and novices, being all j<»!itled promiscuously

together. Every haz»rd and E. O. table was in requisition, every inn filled,

«nd every waiter ducked out in a new coat and napkin. At a quarter before

•lie, the racers, accompanied by tlieir riders, among whom Little Buckle

«hone pre-eminent, made their appearance in the stables situated at the further

«Rd of the Beacon course, an immense mob attended them, all anxious to

aJvance an opinion (the most ignorant in particular) co the merits of the

«cspeciive horses.

The betting post was by this time completely crowded ; men on horseback,

«n foot, id buggies, tilburies, tandoms. and randoms, all eagerly ndvanred

•offers, which were as eagerly accepted or refused. Suddenly a bfll rang;

when eight horses, headed l»y a bay mire, called Fanny, btarted at o/jce for

tfie sweep stakes. It was altogether a most attractive sight. The numerous

Cambridge students, in their elegant and diversified equip:iges, lined both sides

of the course; while beside them stool an almost endless row of carriages,

filled with the gayest company. The distant hill, too, from which the Beacon

course commences, appeared one complete moving mass, and upon it a mert-

-dian sun now shone down in fullest splendour. At this critical moment a

o'oar like the ocean was heard from a distant corner of the course, and the

liorses appeared galloping on the brow of the hill. Nearing to the sight,

their speed became more vis.ble, until the difTirent emblems of success were

•dearly manifest to all. The halloo of the bystanders was now loudly in-

creased, and the clerks of the course galloped down the throng of gazers,

flourishing their huge hunting whips around them. ' Clear the course^

gentlemen, for God's sake clear the course, they'll be here immediately.'^

•** Five to four on Fanny," exclaimed a little gentleman with a botlie nose.

^ D )ne-. done, sir," renlied a neighbour, notins down the bet in his accouni

book.
^


