
DIFFERENTIAL DUTIES AND THE NAVIGATION LAWS. 7 CANADA.

there are fleets of American vessels on the spot, which would convey it at one-half that
rate. Can lie, then, drawing his supplies ofsugar in this circuitous and expensive method,
compete in the western narket witi the merchant of the United States? Obviously he
cannot; nor need it be matter of surprise that the trade, which under a frce systemn would
flow through the St. Lawrence, is thus diverted to other channels.

The article of sugar is a pregnant illustration of the injurious effects of the Navigation
Laws on our import trade; but the remarks applicable to it apply also, to a certain extent,
to every other article of foreign production. Why is there a discrimination of e5 per cent.
on the sterling duty on foreign goods, between such goods wlien imported from the bonded
warehouses in Britain and when direct from a foreign countrv ? Is not such a discrimina-
tion in favour of the former, pro tanto, a bounty to New York in opposition to Quebec or
Montreal? and can we be surprised that under this insane and suicidal policy, the com-
iercial connexion of Canada West with New York is extending year by year; and with
our Cities is proportionably diminishing.

This Association, it will be observed, in making the present Report on the commerce of
the country, lias refrained from touching on any of those topics which lie ixmediately
within the scope of the provincial authorities. These open a wide and important field of
investigation, and must form the subject of a future Report. The present relating to sub-
jects inperial in their character, and on which the action of the British Government May
with propriety be sought, it is deemned advisable to lay before ler Majesty's Ministry, witit
the least possible delay, under the conviction that they will take such proceedings upon it
as the urgent circumstances of the case render expedient.

Vherefore, your petitioners respectfully urge, that Her Majesty's Government will be
pleased to take the facts contained in this their memorial into their serions consideration,
and apply such reniedy as to thei in their wisdom may seem fit, and your petitioners, as
in duty bound, will ever pray. On belf of the Erce Trade Association,

(signed) John Young, Chairian.
Montreal, 17July 1846.

-No. 3.-

(No. 101.) No. 3.
CoPY of a DESPATCHI from Governor the Earl Cathcart, K. c. B. to Governor Earl

Mr. Secretary Gladstone. Cathcart to

Sir, Government House, Montreal, 27 July 1846. iradSteetary

I HAVE the honour herewith to transmit a petition to lier Majesty fron the 27 July 1846.
Board of Trade of the town of Hamilton, prayitng that Canadian produce for-
warded through the United States may be admitted into the ports of the United
Kingdon on ihe same terns as if shipped fron Canadian ports.

I1 have, &c.
(sigued) Cathcart.

Enclosure in No. 3.

TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENCY 1%IAJESTY.

The Petition of the Board ofTade of the Town of Hamnilton. Enclosurein No.3
Tumîbly Showeth,

Tar the proposed changes in the commercial policy of Great Britain are such as to
cause seriotis appreiensions in the uinds of your petitionýers, that the value of grain, one
of the great staple productions of this colony, wvill be depreciated to such an extent as to
prevent our farmers frou beingýable to comnpete sucessfiu.lly witl the corn-growing countries
of the Norti of Europe, wlo have the advantage of proximity to Great Britain; cheapness
of labour, aud greater facilities of transportation.

Thàat vhilst your petitioners are convinced of the necessity for strenous exertions on the
part of the people of this colony, in order, as far as may be in their power, to neutralize the
effects of these changes, they at the same titue look for. the co-operation and assistance of
your Majesty's Government in carrying out such measures of relief as may conduce -t
this end.

That a large portion of the cost of. our agricultural produce, before reachipg Great
Britain (at present the ouly market open to us lor our surplus), consists of the expense of

Si 9.- 4 transportation,


