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but if he could not get that, then he would a higher ambition than of consulting my own
propose this :- , individual interest or of holding office. So far

"By a Federai Union of the Colonies we should from looking upon tbis question In this light,
bave somethieg lIke thi neighboring repubflà; and from the-first hour I felit ls my-duty to deal with
if I saw nothiug better, 1 should say at once, let us it I have reposed that trust and confidence inkeep our local L(exlslatures, aud bave a Jreeld-at ts e'ewii
sud central Congres for ail tbe her sud more the peple whih felt they deserved at my
tnrnai relitions of the united Provinces. * # * * hands. I haveput my bande to this worE,'not
Under a Federal Union we should fIorm a large and with the conviction that it was a questi9n upon
reperous nation, a"i an b dtwen the uther two which a Minister should peril any insjbrity hetranches of tise.rttieb famlly, sud our daty weuld

evidently be to keep tht:m both at peace.» might have by a reckless procedure-that be
should make au unnecessary and unconstitu-

Now I askthe hon. member -opposite if with tional appeal to the people. I bave neyer said
these documents published to the world under that the influences of party passions and preju.
his own signature he is etill r£dy to tell the dices and the introduction of other questions
pople of Nova Scotia that Mr Howe has whiei are ineparable from an appeai to the
never advocated a Federal Union of the Pro- people;,mighsî not jeopardize this question ifvinces• submitted hastily to the country; but at the same

But the hon. member for North Colchester time I have felt that this question, discussed as
Mr McLelan) undertook to prove to this House it has been dowito a recent period by ail classes

the extraordinary proposition that, when Mr.' and parties, lias takîn a deep hold upon the pub.
Howe, as a public man, moved a resoltion in lie sentiment-that the public opinion of the
this Legislature declaring that so great were the country hiad always been in favor of this mea-
advantages of.Union between this-Province and sure. Instead of seeking office for myself-in-
Canada, that he asked for, authority to hold a stead of looking forward. to an escape from. the
conference on the subject, all be really desired verdict of the people at the polis, there is no-
was to get rid of the question altogether-that thing I shall await with greater pride than hav-
at the conference the mattèr was found entirely ing accomplisied this union by the aid of my
impra¢ticable, and was accordingly set at rest own colleagues and the patriottegectlemen who
as it was intended to be. I have heard a good have regarded patriotism morehighly than par-
many extraordinary statements fali from the tizanship-there is ni.thing that will give mu
mouths ot gentlemen, but when the hôn. mem - greater pleasure than to place myself, my. public
ber tells you that a public man would pursue cbaracter, and my future career in the bands of
such a deceitful course, then he has placed the the electors of Nova Scotia. I-have no hesitas
person whom he professes to follow in a position tion in saying that there is no position, however
so abject as to excite the pity and contempt of exalted, that would provent -Me for a single
every respectable and intelligent man. But I instant, asking that vernit fromn the people
bave under my hand that which will give ther which I have a right to demand at their bande.
ref tation of the charge which the bon. memibe (Cheers)
ha brought against Mr. Howe. When Mr. ' The system of government for British.Ame.
Ho e propounded tiis resolution he believed in rica is the system that now prevails in this Pro-it, an was sincere if ever a public man was in vince; il is tie responsiule system by which
relation to any measure. After thIis conference we can only refain offiee by the continuance of
was beld in Canada what do we find ? At Port publie confidence. When -did I ever shrink
Robinson, he addressed -a large body of Cana- from ascertaining the opinions Of My fellow
dians, and among other things said: countrymen? I am unwlling tO make a rash

" e looked forward hopefully to the time and irrational appeai to the people au the polie;
when the great Provinces of Canada would be but when I came back from° Canada-baving
.connected with the Provinces below, and whèn previously to the general election committed
a man would feel that to be a British Amenican ~myself to.tise question of Confederation-bav-
was to be the citizen of a country which iuclud. ing obtained the most cordial approval of the
ed all those fertile lands; ail those inex'haustible' sentiments which I entertained--thefirst thing
lbsheries, all this immense marine,-carrying t!I did was to court iublic discussion. At the

all seas the fdag of Old Efigland, if they w (trst moment at Charlottetown iit was decided
let us; it not, the lag of British America. we should take up this question, a public meet-

Can the hon. member.for North Colches r, ing wae held at which we proclaimed at once
when he hears such language as that, etili s- what our intentions were. I brought the Ca-
sert that Mr. gowe was desirous ot 4efeating nada. New Brinswick and P. E. Island dele-
Union? In tht speech from which I have quot- gates to this city, and instead of concealing our
ed we fnd him eloquently and forcibly urging, views from the world, at a table, surrounded
the same view he had so often previously advo- by the leading mdh of every-profession in the
catei with ail the enezgy and talents he possess- cornmuuity, we stated freely to the people of
ed. the Prévincq and of Eiltisih America the wile

The bon. member for Yaîmouth made au ob. schene which iwe proposed to carry out.-
servation yesterday whieh forgot, to notice at As far as could be judged, the sentiments of
the time. He said that no person in this coun- t4e leading merchants ad others were una.
try desired this union ofthes colonies excepts a, -imously in favour of ithe question when it
few politicians who wanted office I have give was laid before them. When it was stated
the House some eyidence in dealing not on that there was a probability of accomplieshng

ith this, but other public questions, that I have be ûnion loud cheers rang through the hall.


