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,_THE TRUE WILNESS

A CATitoLic CHRONIOLE.

ERAN

Of St.

PILCRIMACE

Patrick’s

0 §TE BEAUPRE

Per Steamer ‘ Three Rivers

Saturday Afternoon, June 17, 1883,

At Five O'Cloek.

TICKETS:
Adults $2.00; Children $1.00.
Statcerooms EXtra.

For turther particulars, addrees: Rov.
Jas. Callaghan, St. Patrick’s, Moun‘}egl.
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ST. PATRICK'S CHURCH.

FIRST COMMUNION AND CONFIR-
MATION.
One of the Graudest Events of the Year,
in Which aill the Congrezation Took
Part tn One Way or Another.

—

Thursday last was a red-istter day for
the children and the parents ot the
children of St. Patrick's parish. The
church was most beautifully decorated,
the Episcopal throne was richly draped,
and the bright red ornaments—in accord-
ance with the feast of the week—-lent a
most attractive appearance to altar and
sanctuary. The preparations for the ocea-
sion were under the direction of ilev,
Father Martin Callaghan, $5., and need-
less to say that everything was most
charming. The First Communion Mass,
in the morning, was a solemn and edify-
ing service. The pupils of St. Patrick’s

School went through their programme ||

of hymns with all the charms of art,
taste and piety. The white-veiled girls
and the neatly dressed and badge-deco-
rated boys presented a picture that would
delight the angels, while it certainly was
a consolaticn to the parents.

Bright and bappy as was the scene, at
the First Communion, the Confirmation
ceremonies were surpassingly grand.
His Grace, Archbishop Fabre officiated,
and was surrounded by all the attractive-
ness of pontifical ceremonial. Two hun-
dred and twelve children reccived the
Holy Ghost, in the Sacrament of Con-
firmation; and thiry-six convert adults—
the half of whom are married people—
were likewise confirmed in the Faith
they had adopted. Dr. W. H. Hingston
and Mrs. Hingston, acted as sponsors,
The Church was thronged, and the mem-
bers of the vast congregatien were most
attentive to every detall of the impos-
ing, interesting and edifying ceremony.
One of the attractive features of the oc-
casion was the floral crowning of the
Blessed Virgin. This was & simple, yet
& aublime scene, It was delightful to
gaze at the immense number of the
newly confirmed, waving the floral tri-
butes that were to be placed around the
statute of the Mother of God. It would
foreibly recall pictures that we see, and
tales that we read of those Ages of Faith,
when each one came with an offering to
the Holy Virgin and bestrewed her
shrine with the choicest products of gar-
den and field.

Another interesting and highly attrac-
tive feature was that of the congrega-
tional singing. Wonderful the progress
that has been made in this branch of
devotion since its institution, a little over
a year a.io, in St Patnck’s parish.
Amongst the soloists, Miss Mary Drumm,
one of Montreal's most promising music-
ians, greatly distinguished herself. We
might here remark that Miss Drnmm
deserves no end of credit for the abilities
that she possesses and- for the disinter-
ested aud generous manner in which she
is ever ready to utilize them for the
benefit of the church, in the cause of the
poor and the deserving of all classes.
She has been the instrument of countless
boons that have fallen to the lot of our
homes of education, our refuges for the
needy, our shrines of devotion. Misa
Drumm most certainly deservea the
hearty thanks of St. Patrick’s congrega-
tion and & mead of praise that is her un-
doubted due. Master Willie Kennedy.
and his sister also distinguished them-

selves on thut occassion.  Master Willie
has a sweet, pleasing and yet powerful
voice, and he sings with an ease and
feeling raely fuund in one o0 young.

On Sunduy laat all the children who
bad made their fimt Comunmiim xnd
had been contitmed, received, [rom
Father Martin, the scapular of Monnt
Carmel, a~d each solemuly signed the
total abatenance pledge until the age of
twenty one years. This was & termina-
tion well worthy of the beautiful com-
mencement of the series of blessinga that
came to these young souis ducing the
past week. I.oug may they continue to
wear unspotted the white robes of first
Communion innocence, and to persevere
in the holy pledge that they have taken
before the altar.

AR [MPRESSIVE CEREMONY.

A Public Excommunication.

The following extraordinary account
of an ordinary event appeared in the
New York Irish American :—

The unusual event of & public excom-
munication took place in Kemptville,
Ont., on May 7. The sabjects of this
severe sentance were Richard McGovern
and Mary Barkley, and the history of
their case is briefly this.—

It appears that McGovern went some
time ago to California, where he married
a Catholic women in & Catholic church.
About two years ago he returned to his
native parish in Kemptville, bringing
his wile with him. Here he purchased
a farm, stocked the land and furnighed
his home. Himself and his wife did not
Agree, and she vigoronaly insisted on not
residence in Canadn. The result was
that he tonk bier in his buggy to Prescott,
purchased a railway ticket to San Fran-
cisco, saw herinto a railway car, delivered
to her the ticket and bade her good-bye.
Soon afterwards he crissed over to Og-
densburg, and inatituted a suit in the
divorce court of New York sState for the
severance of the marriage bond between
hin: and her. His claim as listened to
by the court, the wife not appearing
ngainst him, and probably knowing no-
thing of those proceedings, and tinally
hie obtained the bill of divorce, on which
he had centered his hopes ol fnture
happiness, Returning to Kenrptville, he
struck up an agreement with a women
named Mary Barkley, in virtue of which
they both proceeded to Ogdenshurg, and
there went throdgh the form of a civll
marriage with each other in preseace of
& squire.

. Their cohabitation soon became pub-
licily known, and all Christians cons-
ciences received a shock. The paastor,
the Rev. Michael McDonald, duly re-
ported the matter to the Archbishop of
Kingston, who instantly summonded the
man and the womon to meet him on a
certain day in the church at Prescott, to
answer the complaint made against them.
They both appeared, but neither of them
was willing to abandon the way of
wickedness. Accordingly the Arch-
bishopdelivered to them his adomnitions,
accompanied by the threat of excommu-
nication should they not formally and
effectively terminated their cobabitation
before a certain day. This proved un-
availing, and Archbishop Cleary issued
his communication a second time and
third time, and had them published to
the congregation in Kemptville from
the altar on successive Sundays. The
end of all came on May 7th, when a
crowded congregation, including Protest-
ants as well as Catholics, gatbered from
all the surronndings parishes, delivered
in most solemn and Eeart—stirring form
the dread sentence that cuts off the
guilty from the communion of Christians.
The Archbishop, after having restated
the case of the guilty, and the laws of
Christian marriage as promulgated by
Chriat and His Apostles, and maintained
by the Catholic Church, alluded thus to
the divorce :

- “You have both added enormousiy
to the measure of your guilt by seeking
to cloak your adultexry though the
aﬁency of the divorce court, because you
thereby appear to acknowledge that
there is in such court, and in the State
or eivil government that established
such court, & power superior to the
law of Jesus Christ, and capable of super-
seding His sovereign decrees a8 ruler of
the world. As Catholics, you know full
well that no hnman government, nor all
the governments on this earth, nor all the
parliaments and senates and courta and
judges, were they all assembled together,

could validly. issue any)decree or bill of

divorce severing the bond of marriage
between Richard McGovern and his law-
ful wife. The Omnipntent Son of God
cannot be dethroned from His place of
authority as the supreme Law-giver and
Ruler of men; and consequently no
buman lawcan annul His law. ‘Heaven
and eartl ghall away,’ said He. ‘ but
my words shall no% pass away; and
again He said : ‘ Not anicta or title shall
pass away from the law until all things
be consummated.” Wherefore your bill
of divorce does not supply & cloak for
rour adultery, but aggravates ita guilt
¥ your criminal acknowledgment of the
wer of human courts and human
judges to override and make void the un-
alterable lawa of the God of Heaven in
His government of the human family.”

He then promulgated the excommuni-
cation, as follows :—

“The Holy Church of God cannot
stand by and silently witness this abom-
ination in the midst of our Catholic
people. You are mora! lepers, and it is
the duty of the Bishops of the Church to
save the people from the contagion of
this leprosy. Therefore you must be
cast out, and you must not be allowed to
hold intercourse with the people of God.

“ Accordingly I, James Vincent Cleary,
Archbishop of Kingston, having thrice
admonished you of the awful gravity of
your crime and warned you that, if you
be contumacious, I would proceed to in-
flict upon you the censure of excom-
munication, do now, by the authority of
our Lord Jesus Chriat, and of His Holy
Catholic Church, and by my own ordin-
ary authority, cut off you both, and each
of youn, from the communion of
Christinns, from participation in the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and
the sacraments of grace, and from all
benefits of the prayers and suflrages and
satisfactions of the Catholic Church ; and
hereby exclude you, in the event of your
death, from Christian burial and from the
Church’s ‘I;rayera and suflrages, by which
she pleads to God for mercy upon de-
arted souls. You no longer are mem-
ers of the mystic Body of Christ. You
sre no longer counted in the community
of Saints. Neither the Church on earth,
nor the Church in heaven will henceforth
remember you in their pleadings before
the Throne of God, except in o far as to
pray for your return to the fold of Chriat.
You are outcasts from the eternal inber-
itance of the children of God, and to
adopt the words of the Apostle Paul, in
the excommunication of the impure
Corinthian man, you are hereby delivered
over to Satan for the deatruction of your
flesh, that your spirit may be saved in
the day of the Lord Jesus Christ.

“May He in His infinite mercy give
you the grace of a true conversion before
you descend into the bottomless pit of
the fire of hell.”

As the Archbishop concluded the sen-
tence of excommunication, the great
bell of the church tower rang out its
quick and vigorous sound of promulga-
tion to the world cutside, whilst the bells
in the sanctuary re-echoed the Church's
voice in the ears of the congregation as
they listened in awful stillness and rever-
ential fear., Meanwhile the Archbishop
shut the open missal and ordered it to be
removed. Then, taking the candle on
the right hand from thesocket, he dashed
it on the floor and extinguished ita light,
trampling it under foot and repested the
same form in trampling and extingunishing
the light of the second candle—thnssym-
bolically signifying that the excommu-
nicated pair were bereft of the spirit of
wisdom and light and grace and cast
forth intu exterior darkness. Forthwith
the Archbishop, preceded by the acoulytes
and priests, passed through the centre of
the church, blessing the congregation as
he moved along, while the immense
mass of people. Catholic and Pratestant,
who ha«’l) assembled from all the aur-
rounding parishes, were evidently, most
impressed with the awe-inspiring scene
they had just witnessed.

CORRESPONDENCE.

——

The Sailors’ [nstitute

To the Editor of THE TRUE WiTNERS*

Sir—I observe with great pleasure
and satisfaction the new departure of the
Catholic Truth Society in favor of our
Catholiceailors, supported by our devoted
Catholic iadies; 1 notice that a place of
meeting has been secured—and beg re-
spectfully to make a few suggestions,
which I very humbly conceive might
contribute to the auceess of this most
praiseworthy work,

As the place of meeting should be as

pleasant und attractive as possible, I

wonld snggeat as a permanent location
for nur Institute a place frcing the river,
80 that our hrave sailoms niight at all
times have & full view of our msjestic 8t.
Lawrence, scenery and shippirg, when
chatting, smoking, reading, etc. [should
like to see the place as near as possible
to Bonsecours Church, under even iis
very shade, it being besides the very
central point of the port, and [ might
add under the very arms of our ever
Blessed Lady, the Stella Marix of our
sailor friends. A chaplain might be
appointed to look afier the religions wel-
fare of our navigators. Masa might be
said for them at the Bonsecours Church,
where, moreover, a sodality of Onr Lady
might be formed under the appropriate
title of Stella Maris.

Will the fair friends of the sailora
allow me to make a request: Will the
be 80 good as to extend to their Frenc
speaking lady friends the invitation to
join them in'their meritorious work, for
I thoroughly believe in the old French
saying: Ce que la femme veut, Dieu veut?

I would also suggest the appointment
as patrons of the Institute the Catholic
principal ofticers of customs, harbor
commissioners, canal officials, and our
leading merchants, both French and
English speaking, for besides foreign and
British ssilors, we have quite & number
of native French speaking navigatora.

Trusting my remarks will not be in-
opportune, 1 wish all success and proa-
perity to our rising inatitute,

J AL
.——..———————

Churo!y Notos.

Archbishop Fabre held the following
Confirmation services during the past
week. On Sunday, 2 pm., at St. Ann’s
Church, Montreal; Monday, 29th, St.
Laurent Convent; at 11 o'clock, Notre
Dame College, Cote des Neiges. Pastoral
visits—Monday, 29th, Varennes; Tuesday
30th, Boucherville; Wednesday, 3lst,
Longuenil ; Thuraday, Ist June, Lapras-
rie; Friday, 2ud June, St. Constant.
The following appuintments have bheen
made by the Archbishop:

Abbe LEugene Ecrement, cure of Ste.
Cunegonde ; L. M. A. Barcelan, vicar at
Varennes; Abbe Jox. Robillard, vicar at
8t. Bridget’s ; Abbe Cardin, vicar at La-
noraie; Abbe A. Magnan, vicar at Si,
Jerome.

Thursday next will be the feast of
Corpus Christi. This year it will not be
& public holiday, but Catholics are
obliged to observe it by hearing mass.

3 R [
Clifford Blackman

A Boston Boy’s Eyesight
Saved—Perhaps His Life

By Hood’s Sarsaparlila—Blood Pol-
soned by Cruker.

Read the following from: n grateful mot‘her:
“ My littla boy had Searlet Fever when 4 years
old, and 1t Jeft him very weak and with blood
poisoned with caunker. 1lis cyes became
so inflamed that his sufferings were intense, and
for seven weeks he

Could Not Open His Eyes.
I took him twice during that time to the Eye
and Ear Infinnary on Charles street, but their
remedies fuiled to do him the faintest shadow
of good. 1 commenced giving him Hood's

Sarsaparilla and it soon enred him. I have
never doubted that it waved his sight, even
if mot hin very life. You may use this tes-
timonial inany way you choose. 1am always
ready to sound the praise of

Hood’s Sarsaparilla
because of the wonderful good it did my son.”

ABBIE F. BLACKMAN, 2888 Washington 8¢,
Boston, Mass. Get HOOD’S.

HooD's PiLLS are hand made, and are pex

feot In compasition, propoertion and sppearaRaq,



