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written. Let him rcad, for instance, the firsi
haif of IlEssays wrîtten in the intervals o:
Business," and if lie does not at flrst appre.
ciate the wisdoni and wvorth of much therein
let him set down bis disappointment, not to an)
duiness of the author's, but to bis own igno-
rance of the wvorid and of mankind : that is
of the very subject-matter wbich lie lias voived
to work on, and to improve.

I would ask him, for instance, to considei
sucli a passage as this :-" We are ail dîsposeci
to disiike, in a manner disproportionate to theix
demerits, those wbo offend us by pretension5
of any kînd. We are apt to fancy that they
despise us ; whereas, ail the while perhaps,
they are oniy courting our admiration. There
are people wvho wear the worst part of their
characters outwards; they offend our vanity ;
they rouse our fears; and under these influ-
ences we omit to consider how often a scornfui
man is tender-bearted, and an assuming man,
one who longs to bie popular and to please."

1 would ask the young inan, too, to read
mucli of IlFriends in Couincil," not merely the
essays, but the conversations aiso. For in
them, too, he will chance on many a wvise apo-
thcgmn wvhich wiii starEd bim. in good stead in
lis daily work. Especiaily would I ask him to
read that chapter on " Pleasantness ;" and if
lie bie inciined to think it merely a collection of
maxims, acute enougli, but having no bearing
on Theology or on higlier Ethics, let him cor-
rect bis opinion by studying the following pas-
sage concerning a certain class of disagreeable
people :

IlAfter rnuch meditation on them, I have
corne to the conclusion that they are, in gen-
crai, seif-absorbed people. Now to lie self-
absorbed is a very differetit thing from. being
selfish, or of a bard nature. Sucli persons,
therefore, may lie very kînd, may even lie very
sensitive ; but the habit of looking at every-
thing from. their own point of view, of neyer
travelling out of themselves, prevails even in
their kindest and most sympathetic moments;-
and so they say and du the most unfeeling
things without any ill intention iwhatsoever.
They are much to bie pitied as well as biamed;
and the end is that they seidom adopt ivays of
pleasantness, until they are beaten into them
by a long course of varied rinisfortune, whicih
enabies them to look at apotber's grief and
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terrors from his owvn point of view, because it
f has become their own."

* Full of sound doctinc are those wvords, but
like mucli of Mr. Heips's good advice on this

rjand on other subjects, flot likeiy to be learned

*jby those who need it most, tili they have been
taught them by sad experience.
1 And for this reason :that too many of us
lack imagination, and have, I suppose, lac- .. c

*it in ail ages. Mr. Heips puts sound wvords
1into Midburst's mouth upon this very matter,
-jin the conversation whîchi follows the esszay. It
jenables, according tu him, a man "on ail occa-

*jsions ta sec %vliat is to bce said and thouglit for
others. It corrects harshness of judgment and
cruelty of ail kinds. 1 cannot imagine a cruel

*jman imaginative ; and I suspect that there is
ja certain stupidity closeiy connected with ail

*jproionged severity of word, or thought, or
action."
jNo doubt: but what if it be said in defence

jof the stupid and cruel, that imagination is a
jnaturai gift ; and that they therefore are flot
jto be biamed for the want of it ? That, again,.
it %vouid doubtiess be very desirabie that every

jpublic functionary, Iay or cierical, shouid
jpossess a faiir share of imagination ; enough
at least to put himseif in t!hc place of so'me
suitor, whose fate he seais with "la clerk's
coid spurt of the pen: " but that imagination
is a quaiity tooundefinabie and transcendental
to be di scovered-at ieast the amount of it-
by any examination, competitive or otherP

The answer is, I think, to be found in Mr.
Heips's own exampie. The imagination, like

jother faculties, grows by food ; and its food
jcannot be too varied, in order that it may
jassimilate to itself the greatest number of
diverse elements. Whatever naturai faculty
of imagination Mr. Heips may have had, it
has evidently been deveioped, strengthened,
jand wid ened, by most various reading, various
jexperience of men and things. The numnber
jand the ve.riety of facts, objective and subjec-

tive, touched in his volumes is quite enormous.
His mmnd has piainiy been acc-istomed to
place itseif in e-, try possible attitud,, in order
to catch every pos.sible ray of' liglit. The re-
suit is, that %4henever hie looks at a thing,
though he maj not alvuays-who can, in such
a mysterious %worid ?-see into the heart of it,
hie at least sees it ail round. He has acquired


