THE PRESBYTERIAN.

Yet diligence, energy, enthusiasm in a)is notin him.” There is a class of amuse-
waorldly caulling or  profession does not| meats,—recreations i the  frue sense of
necessarily involve worldliness of spirdt. the word we cannot eall them—in which
Vot slothpal in buseness, forventin span, ) the « spaat of the world™. as defined in 1
serving the Lord” is the apostohe injune- 1 John 2. 16, i3 indisputably the moving
tion ; and no wller in the Vineyard, what- | spring.— Nof heal:hfui relaxavon bt un-
ever his postmay be, needsexpect wgrow | natwral excrtement 5 not the moderate en-
in the ¢ Jove of the Father ™ whohathi said , joy went of God’s goed gifts but the grii-
o i 4 Go, work.™  The difference be-, ficaton of the very passions which it is
tween those who are worhig for Gad and | the Chnstinn's hardest sugale to subdue
those who are working for their own and can zay Chiistan conswiently mingle,
selfish ends lies often notin the manver of even o a2 moderate extent, 1 scenes hike
the work butin the sprritof it. Of two these 7 Can e be a happy guest where
men sharing the sane roum, amd dibgemily s Master would be an unweicome one ;
working at the same trade, the soul of , where God’s  sanciifying  presence s
onemay be chained grm'clhngxm-nrlil,wlnlc! neither asked nor desired 3 where the
that of the other may be soaring aloft 10 glitter of * things seen and temporal™ s
the presence of his Gad, aud dwethng in : made compretely to obseure “things unseen
regions totaily unkuown to his compamon. and eternal I Ts 1t hkely that the inBu-
Aund so the professtonal man of whatever, ences whieh et him there will have the
clins—the teazher, the merchant the ar-| effect of hebnng him to lve near 1o God, to

tixan ,—if, with love 0 Gaod placed before
him ax his governing principle, he sirive,
fanthiully, consciennously and unselfi. hly
1o perform the duties of Ins situation « as
ta the lLord and nat unte men P ——=tlien,
though n the world, he ix 2ol of it. But,
if, wking up reigion as a thing to be as-

“orercome the world —1Is 1t not almost
certain that they must, for the time atleast,
{xueceed m deadening that spiriuality of
soul which is his only true lite?  Can he
hope, in o gratwitously enierning into tempta-
, tien, 4 to comc forth from the ordeal with
unspotted garments?  Will it be surprising,

sumed at some pues amd land down atio pursuing such a course of conduct, i s

others, he be warking only for self, whether
it he in the form of riches, or pleasuse, or
fame, or prosperity. or power, or the ac-

life be amelancholy alternation of hght and
darkness, fuith and doubt, lofty aspiration
and mizerabie failure? That any Chris-

complishent of seme dasling objeet, or, tans should find real enjoyment in such
cven impuluive devation o some ruling!scenes s the snddest pant of the mater.
passion 3 —fhen, wiaever professions heiand shows how mperfectly they have vet
may make to the contrary, he is wving the  tasted of the fiving waler, so abundantly
life of the world 5 —** luving the thiags thatjopen to them.  Hear the words of one
are in the warld” who, theugh not professing himself 2
And now 1o apply the same principle} Christian, aud m s specutative behef
o amusciments, concermng which the chiefi wandering sadly from the truth, seems
heat of the controversy 1s dirccied.  If at{yet in some puints to come nearer it than
be true that seme have erred on the side | many who rejeice in clearer light :—
of ascclicism and morozeness, fhal is{  “The worll at large is nearly divided
not to frighien us from the stand which, | between surprise and contemp? =t the re-
as Christrans, we ought to take. Reereation] pugnance shown by spartual persons o
in itsell” is cortamly not wronz.  Inso far’ cortmin arbificial pleasures; vet it cannot
as it contributes to the health of mind ory be by accident that in different ages and
bady it is Aght and salutacy, and our benef=; countries, without any defimte Scriptural
icem Creator has spread the means of it, prohibition, spiritual persans comende =0
profusely aroumd us.  In the ehservavon! markedly in apathy or disttke for pleasures
of His wonderful works, in the enjoyment, of this deseripton. 1 see nat how 10 doulnt
of the beautifud in uature and art, in the, that an instinet of the #oul guides them,
harmony of xsweet sounds, xo far as that is which is without law, and really bigher
Freserved in itk purty, freed from any than all law. A man who dnnks wathin
commingling corrupling infiucnce, in the his owa heart from 3 hudden well of jov
mang opperiunitics of healthlu! baolily cx- } cannot run to il his pitcher from an atufi-
creise alfurded us, the must eager secker, cial tank 5 and, if by any means that well
afier recreation will surely allow that there, is closed, his soul is widowed and dreads
is abumlant access to the truc and healthy | io be comforted,—then less than ever can
relaxation which the natures of most men ' he enjoy even the most innocent grtifica-
occasinnly reqpure 3 and a happier and bets] tions.™
ter world wauld this be il some of the’  Buwt,  may bessidd, Christians should join
sourees we have indicated were sought after. to =ome exient w the amuscments of the

with a purer and truct eathuvasin !

But into our recreations, as well as into
our severe duties, the spint of warkiliness
may cnter, and again we must lay dowa
the amie strict and undeviating rule from
which there is o alermative.— I any
man love the world, the love of the Lather

s warld, w order to chnstiamse them and do
goad to thase who kamv nei Chirist,  Aiae!
have Chnstans no opporiumisies of mecting
with aad deiag gomd 10 such witheut going
thereto meei them? Andisithikely that thev
will he beactited by sermg those, whoe

{know a Letter way, ciicoursge 10 any ox-
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tent the very amusements which more
than anyihing else contribute 1o rivet the
chains of the world’s fascinations to heep
away all serious thought. and o prevent
the very reflections which nnght, under
God’s blessing. have ied w2 radica! change?
And will such be hkely even to copy the
muderation of thase who think 1t night to
make the compromise 7 Will they be so
accurale in drawing lines of distinction in
fixing the precise pommt which ix smodera-
ton?  Will they not be far more likely
to easehieir troubled consciences by point-
ing trinmphanily to the example of pro-
fessing Chnstians, and pleading their coun-
ienance, so far as it s given, for than-
selyes going to all lengths in the pursuit of
olly and dissipasion ! It is too true that
there is butlitile Christian sorial life among
us, far too little of the mecting in love + as
brethren.”  But is the encourazement of
social meetings, where the spint of e
world icresistibly predominates, where the
spint of caste and exclusiveness is jealously
ntintained, where ¢ idle words”  and
frivolous jests wive zest to the occasion,
and where aeligion is, if not formally,
virtually exchuded, likely to further the
approach of the time when Christians
shall meet on their common ground as
Christians, to bear each other’s burdens,
sympathise in cach other’s jovs and sor-
rows, to buill one another up in faith and
love; when they «who fear the Lord
shall speak olten one 10 another,” and
strengthen one anuther in ¢ pressing to-
wards the mark 17

It is true alvo that our gracious Lord, our
only perfect Exemplar, when on carth,
mingled freely with the world around Him,
so much so that they who hated the Truth
cqually, whether it appeared in an austere
John or a loving Jesus, gave Him ia con-
tempt the appeliation of ¢ a glutionous man
and 2 wine-bibber?  He aceepted the
hospitality ofthe Pharisee; so He did that of
the publican aud the hardol.  He was
found in the haunis of the reprobate and
the nuteast =0 often that He received the
epithet of ¢ fricnd of publicans and sin-
ners.”  And so e was j=tiweir (riead in
the truest sensc of the word.  Bai, where-
cver e went, whethier amang the openly
sinful and degraded, ar among thase who,
hizh in pesition and planable in profession,
commanided the respect of those who
looked not at the lirary, Ihs ermand ever
was, far {rom cnconmaging the spisit of
the world, to aduwnidter o it His <everest
rehukes, to manifest 1o the selferighicous
the lurking cvil of his heard, and to eall
~the sinner tarepentance.”  And, untitihe
disciple of Jesus ean be sure of miceling
the world in his Masters <pirit with  His
high and holy purposcs 2 can be sure too
of thr moral strength and courage to resist
the tide of warhihineseand eaery these pur-
poses into effect, e wav not truly quote <o
sacred an example a<lis plea for entering
into ard connlcnanc ng the worlid’s amnusc-



