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THE ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF
THE POSTAL SERVICE.

BY C. E. 8WOPE.

According to tho most authentic in-
formation obtainable by the most care-
ful and accurate research in history, the
first postal service was invented by
Cyrus, King of Porsia, on his Scythian
oxpedition ; ho establishing one hundred
and eleven posts from tho shove of the
J/Bgéan Sca to Susa, the capital; each a
day's journoy from tho preceding.
Though, gonerally conceded® by his-
torians that posts wore woell-known
among the Romans, it has been too
difficalt to-trace-with -any -degree~of
certainty, the exact period of their in-
troduction. It is & well-knowa fact,
howover, that Augustus instituted them
along all tho large roads of the empire,
and hired young men to doliver his
dispatches from post to post until the
placo of destination was reached.
Shortly afterward, the samo Emperor
changed this method of deli. ery to that
of sending all his messages and dis-
patches by means of charioteers, in
regular chariots, with rolays of horses
at each post. This was kept up by his
successors for a number of years, al.
though slight information ean be ob-
tained concerning them up to about the
yoar 807 A.D., when the Emporor
Charlemagno established three public
posts—ono each in Italy, Germany and
Spain—in ordor to facilitate his com-
munication with those thres countries,
which he had placed in a stato of sub-
jection to his dominion, Wit hisdeath,
however, theso were soon dropped, and
no furthoer traces of them can bo dis-
covored up to about 1470, when Louis
X1., King of Frauce, owing to his
suspicious and restless nature, and also
to bis cagerness for a qaick and cortain
knowledgo of what was transpiring
within his kingdom, cstablished them
throughout tho whole civilized portion
. of France.

From France, his method gradually
spread to other portions of Europe;

Count Taxis settling them at his own
oxpense in Germany, for which the
Emperor Matthias, in 1616, gave the
position of postmaster to him and his
descendants, In Euglaud, the earliest
accounts indicate that Edward IIL set
up somo species of posts, but nothing
definito has evor been ascertained con-
corning them. In 1548, during the
reign of Edward VI, an Act of Parlia-
raent was passed, making the rate of
post-horses at one penny per mile.

The first chief postmaster of England
was Thomas Randolph, appointed by
Queen Elizabeth in 1581. James L
appointed Matthew Do L'Equester, post-
master for the control of correspondence
to and from fereign parts, about the

‘time -of his accession: to the throve in

1608. This office was afterward claim-
ed by Lord Stanhope, but Charles I.
continued it to William Frizel and
Thomas, Witherings i~ 882, Wither-
ings, foas,1u 1640, g~ "~ control of his
offico, machy, und~ aperseded by Phili
Burlaof the IS'“"SX thé direet supervi-
sion ;ate, Irding's principal Secrotary
of S-_)fﬁce‘;;.’-.).1656,,n new and general
post«f thy -as established by the author-
ity o,thgs Parliamont, and very nearly
s same model as has been since
p-lte Balph Allen, about 1720,
instit-"™Q 2 serics of cross-posts, which
wore found to bo of great convenienco
to the public, as also to the government;
and in 1782, a plan was suggested by
John Palmer, by which the mails were
to bo carried in stago-coaches under
guard. This plan met with a great deal
of opposition at the start, but gradually
overcamo it, until about 1784, when it
camo into vory goneral use. The penny

ost was first started in London by M.

obert Murray, an upholsterer, about
tho year 1681, who assigned his inturest
in it to Mr. Dockwra in 1683,

This causing a confliction with the
government, it was, on a trial at tho
King's Bench Bar, adjudged to belong
to the Duke of York as a branch of the
geneoral service, and was, thoerefore, an-
noxed to the Crown in 1690.

This was made a two-penny post in
1794. Mails wero first carried on rail-
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road trains in 1830 by tho overland
route to India, which method was found
to be a much cheaper way of transport-
ing them.

In 1837, Sir Rowland Hill offered his
plan of ponny postage, which was adopt-
ed in 1889 by the Housoe of Commons
after a full thorough investigation.

In Deeomber, 1889, the four penny,
uniform rate por lotter, came into opora-
tion as an experimeont; and in January,
1840, the uniform vate o one penny per
letter of half an ounce weight was
adopted; and finally, in May, 1840, the
widely celebrated stamped envelopes,
designed by Mr. W. Mulready, hist
came into existence. From this time
on the postal service made rapid strides:

toward perfegtion. Toshow .with what

rapidity it progressed, a fow figures will
not be amiss. B

The number of letters delivered in
1889 wus 82,470,596 ; in 1840, 168,768,-
844; in 1851, 860,651,187; in 1856,
478,000,000 ; in 1859, 5§45,000,000; in

P 1869, 564,000,000; in 1861, 593,000,000,

in 1862, 605,000,000, and in 1864,
679,000,000.

In 1855, the English Treasury issued
a wareant, providing for the carriago of
books, pamphlets, etc., by post under
certain restrictions—four ounces for one
ponny, eight ounces for two pence, ctc.;
and in the samo year strect lettor-boxes
were instituted, the first ono boing
placed at the corner of Fleot and Far-
ringdon streets, London, .

The postal guide first appeared in
1856, and during the same year V.ondon
and vicinity was divided into distvicts
for the convenionce of the postal depart-
meont, viz.: east, west, etc. The money
ordor service wasg originally started in
1792, but was comparitively littlo used
until 1889 when 188,291 money orders
weroe issued, amounting to £318,124.

In 1861, this branch of tho service
alone issued 7,580,456 orders, amount-
ing‘r[.to £14,616,348.

he above facts show with what great

rapidity the postal servico has pro-
gressed, and it has, at the prosent time,

reached about as high a degree of per-
fection as can possibly bo attained. Wo



