
distribution of the land and water;, the directions of certain
physiographic lines, in conformity with which the bouindaries of
the continents, the ranges of islands andi chains of mouintains are

araned ; the system ini the reliefs or surf'ace-forms of the con-
tinental lands ; the systeim of oceanic and atmospheric currents'
and the gecral laws of the distribution of foresti, prairies and
deserts. 'Ail these phienomena are within the domain of ptyicza1

geograpliy, but they ean neyer be wvel1 understood unlcss investi-
gated througli geology, as thieir origin dates far batik in Lime.

2. LITEIoLOGICAL GEOLOGY.-Relating to the co mposition-and
different kinds of rocks.

3. Uî1STrouic.A GrOLOY.-Under this titie is disèussed the main'
Portion of the subject; the description in their order, of ail the
formaations frorathie nost ancient Up to thiemost.recenit. ilere we
have, for the first time, the science of geology elîicidated by spe-
cial reference to the series of American rocks; thus removing the
great difflcity we have pointed out in the first lines of tliis -notice.
Full details of ail the deposits, their lithological. composition, their
characteristic. organie rem ains and g.ýograiplical distribution are
given. There appear to be about 700 figures of fossils, nearly
ail of which, were drawn on vwood by Mr. F. B. 'Meek, an aecom-
plished artist, and one of tire best paloeontologrists Qf the continent.
Most of the species flgtured are Amnerican, and several of themn îre
frorn the Decades of thue Canadian Survey, representing peculiar
forms only possessed by the Provincial Collection of Canada. It is
not uncommon to find works on gen cml geology illtistrated by
figures, wvhichi, for ail natural-hîstory purposes, are perfcctly worth-
less. This must happ)en when neither the ai-List nom the author is
a naturalist. In the book before us, the illustrations are first-class,
for the reason thiat ail the parties engaged in their production, per-
fectiy understood bow to prepare thein.

4. DYNÂIMICAL GEOLOGY.-This division treats of the causes
of events in the earth's geological progress. IlThese events iinclude
the formation of ail rocks, stratified and unstratified, witu wvhat-
ever they contain, from the earliest.Azoic, to tlue modern beds of
grave], sand, clays, and lavas; the oscillations of the earth's
crust; the increase of dry land, elevation of mnountains, and e limi-
nation of the surface features of the globe; the changes of clinate;
the changes of life."

The work concludes with an appendix and a copious index.
Geology is a science of such vast mxent, and s0 largely com_
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