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(Fredericton Gleaner)

The report of Commissoner Mo
Quoen on the Potato Inuiry is quite
a8 partisan as was expected, in makes
up, i eriticlam and in recommendas
tioh. Its lnacowracles, its transparent
eftorts to mislead, ita extreme bias
make it an absolutely worthless pube
lie dobument. We print the report in
full eleewhere in these columna today
to enable the intelligent reading pubs
Hle to judge it for themselves, There
oan be no question as to what that
Judgmient will be. Other commission.
ers appointed by the present Govern:
went to investigate some of the deal
fugs of the late administration reports
o4 the charges inncourately based and
not founded upon the full facts, Uns
fortunately for the province, and uns
tortunately for our provinelal public
it 1f it 18 desirable to maintain a
redsonable status, the Cabinet, acting
upon the advice of extreme partizans
who had personal and narrow party
interosts to serve, determined to make
it appeat-~whether true or not--that
the jate Government were really dise
honest fn the admanistration of publie
business, For this purpose they sought
the services of one of the most viclous
partisans within the province as Com.
missioner, and instructed him to get
into harness, ‘That is not the part
that members of Government sworn to
protect and  protote the publio
intefosts should pursue. The good
of the province was not the
vervice to be performell; to blacken at
all hasards the reputation of certala
piblic men was the purpose sought to
be accompliched, and to be nocoom
plished merely for the gratitication of
u few malicious partisans who have
been in cloke touch with the present
Government. ‘The buslness has been
#0 overworked, and the motive
throughout so apparent, that not even
A passing interest has been aroused
by the presentation of the report. That
18 the position the Qovernment, une
fortunately for thelr politioal ambi.
tiong, find themeelves in today,

Readers will recall that the attitude
of Commissioner MoQueen, from the
very beginning of what is inaptly
named the fnguiry, was o0 unreasons

~ah1v. and his conduct so repulsive,

COMMISSIONER M-QUEEN'S REPORT
WORTHLESS PUBLIC DOCUMENT

71&- Inaccuracies, Its Transparent Efforts to Mislead and lts
Extreme Bias Mark it as a Joke «— Its Whole Tenor
Show a Preconceived Plan to Bring in But One Verdict,
Regardless of Truth, and That
Prominent Men in Public Life.

o Discredit

Certain

leading member of the Bar of this
provinee, withdrew in disgust, having
satisfiecd himsell that fair treatment
and proper consideration were not to
be accorded the interests of his cllent. |
And from timt thme on, up to a few
days of the close, the Commissioner
ahd the Government counsel ran
things in thefr own way and after
thelr own fashion uninterruptediy, to
serve thelr party and personal inter
ests,  Withesges wore without protec.
tion, and without the henefit of the
advice of counsel, Those who can
recall the apparently conflicting testy |
mony of soime of the witnesses will, |
theretore, readlly understand that the
process to grill=designedly employed
by the Government counsel to confuse
and mystity, and the use of which was
encouraged by the Commissioner in
the absence of counsel for the wit
nesses-—wak & premeditated arrange-
ment. Apparent inacouracies in testi
mony given under such cireumstances
may not be inacourate when the whole
atory is told in its logloal sequence.

As o matter of fact, the inquiry has
not revealed anything not known pro-
viously ybeyond the admission that the
loge In the transaction was ultimately
made up from party funds, contributed
by & Priend of the party who was then
@ member of & company who held a
\wontract with another company over
which the Government exercised rome
authority, The provinee was not,
therefore, a loser. It was protected in
the arrangements made by friends of
the Government, Mr P, B, Smith
acted as the buying agent of the Des
partment of Agriculture, notwithsetands
ing the statement of the Commissions
of, who reaches his conclusions by
deliberately ignoring the full evidence
and confining himself to mere pors
tions, It was therefore the duty ot
the departinent to fnance his operos
tions, He was then not a member of
the Leglalature, and in ho way respoh.
gible as suoh. He wae acting wholly
as a dealer In agricultural products.
1t he bought too largely, the respons
pibllity was with the departiment, He
should have been glven the order to
stop belote a  surplus accumulated
And as to the department itself, it
foll victim to the mistake that neass

Zam-Buk's soothing and heallng

power. *Bam-Buk has been our
househiold balm tor fourteen yeurs,
and we could mot do without It,
says Mr, George A, Kilburn of Bwan
Lake, Man,

For eczema and skia troubles of
all kinds Zam-Buk has no equal;
wlso for old sores, ulcers, abroesses,
bolls, pimples, blood-poisoning, piles,
cuts, burns, bruises and scalds,

All dealers or Bam-Buk Co, Toe
ronto, §0e. box, 8 for §1.26.

was general that the demand in Eue

rope, in Cuba, and elsewhere would
senid the price of potatoes uwp. The
department expected in  that way

to make a profit that would in a
measure reduce the cost to the prove
ince of the potatoes it - was fMreely
gending to- Burope and to England as
& war contribution, The price, how-
ever, dropped; it dropped suddenly
and seriously. Bvery dealer lost
money; several of them many thou-
sands, But, as far as the province
wis concerned, the party organisation

fund spared it the loss that the depart
ment would naturally have sustained

ih the ordinary process,

It must, however, be admitted that
it would have been more in keeping
with ordinary and natural business
methods had the department submits
ted to the loss, and not sought irregu.
lar ways and means to make it good,
The process led undoubtedly to
irregularity of method. It led to con.
fugion; and confusion led to practices
und temporary covering, not dishonest
in the purpose, but not commendable
fn the handling of public business.
And all this from a desire hot to ins
volye the provinee in a loss which, in
regular deallngs, it wis not unreasot:
able that it should bear The Hon,
Jas, A, Murray says {t was inetticlency
in administration, The faet {s, his
deputy was overeealous and unequal
to u job of that kind,

Ax further mmun-u of  Commis
sloner MoQueen's unfairness and pan
tiganship, here ls one of his gems A
is own worde! "The way In which

that counsel for the ex<-Minister of | every potato dealer in the province| “this  patriotic gitt  was  hanrled
Agrioulture, Mr, I, R Taylor, K. €, a| made during that year. 'The bellet|"through the Hon. J. A, Murray, the
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“late  Minister of

[ “herein be bound and preserved as &

Agriculture, @8
“stated under oath by his former
“Secretary, I8 a remarkable disclos
“ure, and, it sworn proot and doou.
“mentary evidenoe had not been pro-
“duced before me In support thereof,
“would be almost incredible. I would
“therefore suggest that the records

“book of reference for future statos
“men not to follow.” And all this
without the slightest reasonable basis
of fact upon whieh to make it. Me,
Murray, as & member of the late
Government, may have been Impra
dent or indiscreet in making a per
conal loan for muiual accommodation |
with the A, €. 8mith Co, of 8t. John,
while they had dealings with the
Government, It he really did so; but
clearly that loan had nothing whate
ever to do with the potato transaction
in s far as My, Murray is concerned.

The report does not even say that
the accounts submitted to the Publie
Accounts Commitiee of the Legisla-
ture three years ago were the accounts
up to that date. How could accounts
then put before the committee
include returns  and {tems that
did not coma ih and were not disposed
ol until long afterwards

In his efforts to determine the
directions to whieh the political con-
tributions by Mr. W. B, Tennant, as
& member of the Nova Beotia COone
struction Company, were assighed,
Commissioner MeQueen hag it all, My,
Tennant gwears that these were made
from his profits as member of the
Construction Company; yet the plous
Commissioner practically denounces
those who participated as eriminals.
Mr. MeQueen can apparently arouse
his righteousness Indiznation at will,
and for nlmost any purpose, and -this
may be one of the qualities which re.
commended him so highly to the Gow
ornment,

The report af the Stevens Commis.
glon, appointed by the present Governs
ment to Investigate railway affairs,
views the Tennant connection with the
Nova Bcotla Oonstriction Company as
a purely business connection, and
quite natural, Mr. MeQueon admite
tedly not an aecepted authority on
any logal or business proposition, says
the connection I8 & crime. And, speak.
ing and writing, and, it may be, gestue
lating at 8hediae, under the influence
of this absurd notion. he savagely cons
demns Mr, Geo. B. Jones, M, L. A,
who was the financia' man of the late
Government's party organigation, Mr
Jones, at the request of one in higher

uuthority in the party, nccepted the
contribution of Me. Tennant; and, act
ing on the same authority, he paid it

out in different amounts to the pew
pond and services to whom and to
which it was assigned. That is not a
very gorious offence, as political party
business has been conducted
in this and the other provinoes for
many yoars. But partisanship led
him to be more condemnatory. Me
Jones' evidenes, he sayve, {g at varl
ance with that given before a formes
commigloner Mt MceQueen knows,
ot he ought to know, that this mean
insthuation 18 based on an exaggers
ated Interpretation, and is wholly une
warranted. 'Thete is not a more hon
orable man, or & more relinble man,
in the publie life and tn the business
life of thisg country than Mr. Geo, B,
Jones,

The findings of the Commissionet
are naturally many, but he finds
chiefly that the country has gone to
the dogs: that private contributions to
the political party organization funds
of the late Government should revert
to the Foster Goveriment with the
lenst possible delay, and that his res
port, which he believes will he ches
{shed as 4 document of great value,
ghould be preserved within hardboard
covers for the bonefit of future genet
ations,

WEDDINGS.

BerelawitcheCol®man.
Moncton, March 10-=A maorriage
ceremony of more thafi ordinary in
terest wae solemnized i Toomb's Hall
last evening at o'elock when Migs

lithel Coleman, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Hatry Coleman, of this city, be
catne the bride of Meo Isanc Berela
witehe, of New Glasgow, The wedding

cetetony wus conducted by Rabbi Jo
seph Chassey, of Monotot, with all the
Hebrew tites attending the marriage,

carfied out in thelr entirety The
wedding was ugest attended of
any such Jewish ceretnony in Monc
ton for years, thero belng upwurds ol
300 guests present moluding friends
from Bt, John, Halifax, New Glasgow,
Amherst and SusseX, A number ot
prominent citiz of Moncton also

were invited gu
The bridesimald
of the bride, {
Sarah Coleman
supported by L«

were two sisters
Migses Jossic
vilg the grootu v
Mendelson and

Lancashire Cotton Employers

BUT NOT WAGES

Accede to the Request for a
Forty-nine Hour Week.

London, Mar. 20-—Lancaghire cotton
employers have declded to grant the
workers a forty-nine and one-half hour
week compared with the present firty-
five and one-half hour weelk, bhut de.
clare they cannot concede the demand
for inereased wages, The workers had
asked for d forty-four hour week with
increased pay to enable them to earn|
the same amount in forty-four hours
a8 in fifty-five and one-hall,
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ments have accu
gpirit of springtime,

We have Fit-Reform Suits and Over
coats for spring in a range of sizes which
insure a perfect fit for every man,
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DONALDSON

The regponsibility for a daught
pests with the mother.
information which is of vital inter
imparted at the proper time ha
life but insured the success of ma

aches, dizziness, or a disposition
back or lower limbs and a «
mother should come to her aid
Lydis E. Pinkham's V
native roots and hierbs, will at th
systom fot the coming chang
rnrlml in a young gir ife wit
arities. Thousands of women re
art'of the Unitoed States
b the wonderful virtues
what 1t has nl\mu for their daughte

bear willi

most of the sine, od agoni
and dizziness aad ws
olie was undee the «
#lways complalning atout her
I did not kuow what to do. - I read ir
out wondetfal medicine
t Bhe haa taken 1‘vu bot
Vegotable Comnpo w\
with her back
weight and
Piokhoam's v
datigliters.’’

ound to o

cob Ross. The Lfide was mos
comingly attired o gowh of white,
the bridesmaids beitig #lso pretiily
gowned,

The happy couple were the roecipl
onts of a large number of hatidsomt
and costly pre The groom's pre
gent to the bride was & haundsome
fiecklace,

A large number of pretty flow
girls were in attendance adding

the beauty and p
scente. The hall wa
ated throughout
Hupper wias fved 10 over 400
giuests after whic the evening was
glven over to epeech making, tusio
and dancing. Mr. George B, W t
who was present was ealled upon and

uresqueness of
profuscly de

made a few y rednarks, estend
ing congratuia W the liappy
couple,

The Citizens' Dand, under direc
tion of Bandmaster Cratdall, furnish
od excellent tusic fof the dancing
which was kept up undil an early
hotur,

Through the agency of Mr. Isnac
Selig, the sum of $15.84 wae collected

from mong the assetnbled guests, for
tite ambulance fund, and $10.40 for
the Oity Hospital Mrs, Benjaanin
Copeland also collectod the sum  of
$26,00 for the “back to Zion" move
ment. The sum collected for t{he
ambalance fund was handed to Mrs
(D) Fergiigot, who Was present and
graciously acknowledged,

The happy couple will leave on (he
Ocouts Ldmited today for a honey
fnoon trip to Montreal and other Up
por Canadian cities, and on their re
turn will reside in New Glasgow. A
host of friends will ufiite in extend
ing best wishes to Mr. and Mts, Berale
awitehe for a long and happy foar
tied life
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TAeut, Frneet White feaves today

for Bathurst where he has been ap
oifited postmaster, 1deut. White has
eon ont the dispereals egtaff .18 St
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Catching the Spirit of Springtime

The blue skies ; the emerald hue'of trees
and fields; the touches of col
awakening blooms of flowers; have their
counterparts in the handsome cloths used
in fashioning FitReform Suits and Over.

In étyle and patterns, Fit-Reform gar
ately caught the happy
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