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BY REV.. W, F. ADAMS, TRURD, N. §

Isalah g : 6 His nams shall be called Wonderful."
Philippians 2: 9 A name which is above évery name."

Bighteen hundred and ninty-seven years have passed
since the birthday of the * Holy Child Jesus,” yet that
event has lost none of its charm, nor its mystery. The
end of the century, though crowded with the most
extraordinary discoveries and inventions kmown 'in the
history of the world, still reserves the name of Jesus, the
incomparable position of being first and highest among
all names. The anniversaries of the births of Alexander,
Cwesar, Charlemagne, Napoleon, Washington, in the
secular world ; or Wickliffe, Wesley, in the religions
world, or any other celebrated character of the historic
past, may or may not be commemorated. But most of
them have been allowed to be forgotten, though their
names were associated with valorous deeds, or great fe-
forms, that made new epochs in the history of man.
But. the name of Jesus gathers about it added glory and
interest, 80 that each anniversary of His advent to earth
is observed with growing popularity among the nations
We are going to enquire into the cause and evidence of

. the imperishableness of the annual observance of Christ's

birthday, Why do hundreds of millions gather in the

sanctuaries of christendom, to sing of this event, and to
hear the story of the nativity told annually? Does it not
strike you as being a marvellous thing, that instead of

the narration of this fact becoming wearisome and tedi-
ous with the growth of years, each anniversary only adds

freshness, and force, and overflowing enthusiasm to the
story of the event ?

Many wonderful men have been born into this world
since oir Lord's birthday ; men of brilliant genius, of
world-wide greatness, and who have left their footprints
on the sands of time. Why are not their birthdays
observed by hundreds of millions, in family reunions,‘in
Joyous feasting, and remembrance of the poor? Why?
Because they belong to the historic past, and all but a
notable few are seldom thought of, except when the eye
explores the page where their fleeds are recorded.
Whereas, He who was born in Bethlehem belongs to
past, present and future. They are dead ; He was dead,
but rose again, and s alive forevermore. They are all
changed ; He s the sume yesterday, today and forever,
Thelr power was confined to the earth ;1 He has all power
in heaven, as well s in earth, They held the gateways
of this world's domain ; He has the keys of death and
bell.  The world is opening its eyes to behold. the truth
of Inalah's statement, os fulfilled in subsequent history.
The prophiet's declaration, * His name shall be called
Wonderful,” though not the name our Lord is generally
ealled, yot-His human name, Jesus, always brings before
us & character of such yreatness and goodoess as to
justily the prophetic sttribute of * Wonderful." His
was & wonderful birth, for never on the advent of any
other himan being into this world, was a star told off by
the Governor of the universe to guide enquirers to the

place of His birth.  Nor did ever a choir of angels come
%0 near to earth and clant such a symphony as . Olory
to Ood in the highest, on sarth peace, good will toward
men," In connection with the birth of any other,  And
what o wonderful life | what volumies of marvels were
erowded [nto the last three years of It! And His death,
resurrection and ascension, were all marked by the same

wonderfulness, Any student of the past nearly 1900
years history of Chiristianity will have to conclude that
the prophet's announced tile has been rightly main
talued by the extrsordiuary nehlevements of the author
of Christlanity.. And that still * Mis name is above
every name. '’ The wonderfulness of this name was ante-
dated in Hiernlty, and conmumated ln Time | this coming
Messiah was revealed 1o Abrahiam, and foretold by his
wons | I was bis redemptive work that burdened the
chorals of Taenel's aweet singer, snd was engraved {n the

prophecies of the rayal Isalah | ‘te this name that une
loeks the symboliam of the Mosale ‘ritunl and beconies
the key 1o all the wiysterien of the future, A faet that
rends in twaln the vell of the Moly of Holles, and rolls
binek the eurtain, revealing the city of ' the Oreat King,"
miny well, rightly and trathinlly be called “Wonderful, "

v

This morning | propose that we make o few exoursions
i0te five great splieres, 1o prove by the prinelpal products
Wherkln, that what Isalah prophiested, and what Paul
declared I true today, that the wonderful name of
Josus ls w1l above every name

L Prosec=In the very order of things, prose produe:
Hons were malurnlly the fiest fordis of expression of
Chrbstian truth, Mhe whole of the New Testament, with
the sxoeption of dhe last book, (whieh (s s kiud of blank
varse) Is & volleetion of Thots weitten down lu lang
slimple and elear, 10 inforn wan n all ages what God
s done for Wis salvation. From this fountaln of
thought the early Chrisilans drank deep deaughts of
I o Then followed volume after volume from
the gurklte of devont thinkers, of beautltully expressed
words; smibady g thele vipe thoughte on Vhls Wondesful
One and Hix redemptive work for mankind, From
Pul, e flest cont

ﬂ.ﬂ\ ‘

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.
ful Christ that they were impelled to write their thoughts
upon Him. From the early fathers up to the present
day, what mountains of literature have heen produced .
relating to this Wonderful Savionr ! The thought of
ascertaining how  mauny books have been written on
Christian subjects is oppressive. For the task is an im-
possible one. If you travél through the great libraries
and musenms of the old world, both public and private,
you will find that on the other side of the Atlantic there
are 21,562,000 volumes, and on this continent there are
3,650,000 volumes, making a total of 25,212,000 volumes,
Jbesides millions of manuscripts, We all know thet there
are from dane to two hundred millions more volumes in
the homes of the people, but as the nationpl lbraries [
have referred to coutain a single copy of every book
published on both sides of the water, the afore mentioned
twenty-five millions of books represent about all the
separate works published from the first century that have
been obtsinable. I do not know how many of these
twenty-five millions of volumes are written specially on
Christianity, or how many are characterized by the
virtues taught by Christianity. But thisI am safe in
saying, that not ovly has the New Testament been the
source of thought to more writers than any other subject,
but that the books in which Christ is the central figure
have done more to elevate and civilize the world than all
the rest put together. And more than that, T will go so
far as to say, that any book which has beeh written on
any subject, social or scientific, political or philosophic,
commercial or philanthropic, which totally ignores
Christ and His teaching, the world could easily do with-
out. ‘This may seem a very sweeping statement 1o make,
but so convinced am I of the non-necessity of any book
that is not dominated and purified by the almighty
spirit of the Christ of the ages, that I unhesitatingly
avow it as my most positive opinios. That the state of
the world would not only beas well advanced in all
necessary civilization as it is today, but that it would be
a hundred degrees nearer thie millenium than it is, if it
had never possessed such Christless literature. This
wonderful Christ is the central figure of the ages, even as
the sun is the centre of the great planetary system. And
only as men borrow life and light from the Som of
Righteousnens will their thought be luminous and clear,
strong and elevating to the uplifting of the race and the
hastening of that day of universal peace, Today, mil-
lions of good books, like rays from the great source of
light, are scattered among the nations. And let it not be
forgotten, that from the great British and Poreign Bible
Soclety, (which originated in the beut of the Rev.
Joseph Hughes, a Baptist minister), have been sent forth
up to March 31, 1897, 151,142 802 volumes, containing all
or parts of the word of the Wonderful One, whose name
{8 above every name, While the American Soclety have
sent out 63,000,000, kindred socleties, 23,.003,%0) | private

- publishers, 60,000,000, Total, 297,000,000,

1I. Poetry. ~<The next realm in which this name - has
always stood above every name s where the poet Hves
and loves to labor. We learn from Paul's episties that
the first Cliristinns sang psalms and hymns in their
meetings for worship. And it was netural for such a
theme as the work of the " Wonderful One "' to osll
forth the efforts of the poets that were in the early
chiurdh, We have not many of the hywns sung -by the
church up to the 19th century, but what we have (ndi
cate that the ''name that (s above every name '’ now,
was that around which all the grandest of poetry gath.
ered {n all ages of the Christfan church,” And indeed it
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several beautiful hymns, but I will simply quote the two
that are reckoned among the great hy: yiﬂ:qpkm?;
The first is the Passion, which s sung

ooy MM s T Ao

Mo 00 e
.%‘m%gdwn,

hars thine

y crown ;

The other one associated vlu'l»lcru'd, as one of the
great church poets, is that hymn of heart communion
with Jesus : f /
: ‘esus, the very thought of thee,

th sweetness fills my breast :

But sweeter far thy face to see,

And in thy presence rest. '’ 23
The-last verse of which I must give you, for it is unigue
amidst the fine specimens of hymuology :

“Iuwwuthmwho‘hﬁo:d? Ah ! this,

No tongue por can z

The love of mwlut it is,

None but his loved ones know.”’

About thirty years after another Bernard was born,
known in history as ** Bernard of Cluny."” We bave pre-
served of his poeris two that we count among the grand
hymns of the church. These are, ‘' Jerusalem, the
golden,'’ and “For thee, O dear, dear country,"” of which
1 will give you only the mid dle stanza of the latter.

“ O one, O oagmndou!
O Paradise of joy !
Where tears are ever banished,
And smiles have no alloy ;
The Lamb is all thy splendour ;
Thé Crucified thy praise ;
His laud.and benediction
Thy ransomed people raise.’’
In the middle of the sixteenth century, Prancis Xavier
gave to the church that exquisite hymn, commencing :
{ "My God | I love thee, not because
hope for heaven thereby ;
Nor yet because, if I love not;
I'must forever die.”
Then followed a galaxy of the grandest poets the world
has ever knowd, ‘e.onlinx lhe‘:mtum, eighteenth,
and nineteenth centuries, From these we. will select
only a few productions, which have become known as
the great hymns of the church, and proving Christ's pre-
eminence in the realm of poetry.
Dr, Watts, 1674, ** Come let us join our cheerful song.’’
Ct, Zinzendorf, 1700, ' Jesus thy blood and righteous-
ness. "’
Chas. Wesley, 1708, '* Jesus, lover of my soul.”’
Bd. Perronett, 1726, ** All hail the power of Jesus’ nnme."
Wm‘.n%o'wp«. 1731, ' There is a fountain filled with

Ag. lady, 1740, '* Rock of ages, cleft for me.'’

C. R}}ﬁ‘o’t. 1789, ** Just as I am without one plea."

H.J", Lyte, 1793, ' Abide with me, fast falls .the even-
tUde.

R. Palmer, 1808, ' My faith looks up to thee.'

1, Bouar, 1808, ' I heard the voice of Jesua say."

Py, Crosby, 1823, ' Bafe in the arms of Jesus,'’

1R, Havergal, 1836, * Take my life, and let it be.”

Tiwe fafls us to refer to more than these of the great

hymns of the centuries, but these have been tlransiated

iato o many hI‘I?‘. and are sung by so many

hundreds of millions of people, us to easlly place the

name of Jesus, above every name {n \he reslin of poetry,

And It s every thoughtful man of whatever

creed, or o , Lt the greatest poetical produetion

of any considerable , #ver written by a mortal man

in ]&n Millon's *

Lost," and ' Paradise
1. Mosie, inere mﬂﬂu of the musical com-
it i with Wonderful Name brings

is difficult to imagine what poets, past and present,
would have done for themen for poema, (f the nime of
Jesun had never been
The oldest hymn which we sing is
' Weloome, happy morsing | Age to age shall sy
Mell to-day Is vanquished, uvouqn won to«day !

1o | the dead Is lving, Ood for evermore |
Him thelr troe Creator, all his works adore !

This is one of the grand Resurrection hymus composed
by Venantius Fortunatus, one of the early salntly poets
born about the year 550, An the great and hrave Jerome
of Prague was fustened to the stake, May joth, 1416, by
the Inguisition of the Roman Catholie Church, (because
hie acoepted the doetrines of John Wyuliffe, the first trans.
lator of the Bible into Muglish) he sang this glovious
hymn, ere the flames released hin spieit from 1t enrthly
house,

How many milllons have felt a aweet reliel come to
thelr burdened apleits, as they have sung:
‘At thou weary, art thou languid,
Art thou sore dl.\rrmlr
Y Come to me, 't salth One, ' and, coming,

“ e at rest,” \
whieh was composed by Stephen the Bibalte, who llved
about 738, one of the poets that felt the (napiration of the
" Wonderful One "' ? and turned the Goapel {nto song,
Thin rieh hymn remnined n its original Oreele letters,
for the perlod of sbout tioo years, (Il De. Johu
Muason Neale hrought {t out of {ts Oreek hiding place, .
and gave {1 1o the world in {te present Huglish dress,

The yeur 1091, 8§ yonrs after Willlam the Congueror
landed on Beiwbn's shores & man ehlld saw the tight,
and afterwards saw the Wonderful Chirlat; as 1t 1o glven
very few to hehold Bini, 1t was no less &
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Defore us » of talented men and women, who
hnm«”‘. m no:h gifta to ‘the exiolling of
Y e namse that is above every name. ' great and
varled, bave been the number of musical compositions
of a saored character, that it is difiult, to declde whether
of the twaln, has recsived more attention from gifted

minds, postry or musle, ‘?. & "3"“' ..
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