o

oA

VOLUME 16 No, 44

Vindication |
Of Bishop Budka.

Full Record of investigation.

the Great War Veterans in the pre-
parastions for and l',':nf]w-l of the
enquiry.

As a consequence, arrangements
{ were made with His Honor Judge

| Paterson of the County Court,Win

ST. PETERS BOTE, MUENSTER, SASK., WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1919.

necessity of his travelling between
his parighes.” This was the only
witness called by the complainants,

No one else having appeared to
make any cpmplaint or offer any

evidence against the Bishop (al-

He was also sub-

the charges.

jected to a lengthy eross examina-

Veterand, Althongh this examina-
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that investigation had been made
but no evidence to substantiate the
accusations had been submitted.
In spite of this, however, the gen-
eral charge of disloyalty was re-
peated and continued to receive
publicity.

In the Winnipeg press of April
25 last, appeared an announcement
that the Great War
through their

Veterans,
Association, were
bringing every pressure to bear
vpon Ottawa to secure the depor-
tation of Bishop Budka, that every
eonstitutional step possible was be-
ing taken by said Association to
get the Bishop back to Austria,
and indignation was expressed at
the alléged laxity eof the author-
that
if action was

itiecs and intimation given
trouble would oceur

not, taken promptly.

prejudicial to British seldiers and
likely to bring the British armies
into contempt.

3. That he has solicited and col-
lected funds for the assistance of
Galicia and Austiia.

4. That he has been the agent
of the Awstrian Government
Canada.

in

5. That he has expressed his
loyalty to the late Emperor Franz
Joseph of Austria.

6. That he has deprecated Can-
adian War Bonds and has endeav-
ored to prohibit the sale of Canadi
an War Bonds to Ruthenians,

7. That he has attempted to
maintain the Ruthenian language
to the exclusion of the English lan-
guage in Ruthenian schools.

8. That he has blocked the es-
tablishment of the Ukrainian Le-

On May 1 a large deputation of | gion for service in the British ar-

Great War Veterans waited upon
Hon. T. C. Norris,

nitoba, and made a demand for-ac-

Premier of Ma-

tion leading to the deportation of

Bishop Budka. The latter

then been absent from home for|

several days.  ITmmediately upon
his retwrn  he publicly announced
his desire for a most searching in-
vestigation by a  properly con-
stituted authority, at the earliest
possible date, in order that his con-
duct, his citizenship, his utterances
and his writings during the past
five years, should be most carefully
enquired into. He stated his fur-
ther desive that such investigation
should be held in public and that
an opportunity be given to all who
had any complaint to make con-
earning him, to appear and be
heard. He further announced that
instructions had been given to his
Counsel to endeavor to arrange for
the holding of such investigation
at once.

Immediately thereafter, Mr. T.J.
Murray, Couunsel for Bishop Budka,
of the
Alien Registration Board with a
view to arranging an investigation;
he also wrote Counsel for the Great
War Veterans expressing a desire

interviewed the chairman

for an-immediate and thorough en-
quiry, suggesting that it be con-
ducted by a Judge, that it be made
broad enough to include all relevant

allegations and complaints, and ! went, the exemption from reporting | denied each and every one of them;
that an opportunity be afforded to | was granted because “Bishop Bud- | he explained what his attitude had
21l who might have any accusation | ka was a priest, and he was not | been and was on each of the ques-
to make, to be heard. The com- ‘thnugh! to be dangerous, and thejtiunﬂ involved in the charges, and ) :
munication further offered the ful- | permission to travel was something l he disclosed to the court all revelant !vhead of the Board, as being quali-
lest measure of co operation with ‘ which he would need, owing to the information which he possessed, fied and authorized to grant him

Im.Il

| mies.
9. That he has repeatedly ex-
both
‘\ speech and writing, to the Austrian

pressed his sympathy, in
Government.

10. That he has broken his pa-
jruh- while in Canada, and United
| States.
| 11. That he
ditious sermons.

has preached se-
On the opening of the enquiry

on October 27, Mr. C. L. Monteith

to be withdrawn, as he could not
prove them.

Counsel

“that Bishop Budka, having Te-
gistered as of alien enemy nation-

Registrar of Alien Enemies.”

Alien  Registratien Department,

|
never been under any obligation
to report.

before His Honor Judge Paterson,

who appeared as Counsel for the
Gireat War Veterans, stated to the
court that he could not substanti-
ate any of the above mentioned
charges, and that they wauld have

for the complainants
then submitted a new charge, viz.

ality, had failed to report to the
In
support of this charge, he called as
a witness the chief clerk of the

Winnipeg, who admitted that the
Bishop did not report, because he
had been excused from reporting
by the Registrar of Alien Enemies,
and that the Bishop had therefore

The witness further
stated that so far as his knowledge

papers dealing with the application
for naturalization of the Bishop,
newspaper reports of addresses de-
livered by the Bishop to his people
in vatious parts of the West, copy
of depositions in the Hafford case,
special articles written by the
Bishop for the Canadian Ruthenian
newspaper and printed in both
English and Ruthenian, and ex-
cerpts from Hansard showing an-
swers by the Government to en-
quiries made in the House of Com-
mons.

Of the mass of documentary
evidence 8o submitted, perhaps the
most valnable was that furnished
by the several pastoral letters,
written, as they were, by Bishop
Budka himself, at various times
and on momentous oecasions,
throughout the period of the war,
when thete could be no thought of
their being used as evidence in the
future, prepared, not for public ef-
feet, but in order that their con-
tents might be communicated to
the members of his floeck by the
priest on the altar. These pastoral
letters accurately reflected the true
inwardness of their composer. They
appealed to the highest and noblest
instinets of the Canadian Ukraini-
ans, calling upon them to rally un-
der the flag of the British Empire,
,|and to sacrifice wealth and blood
in support of it, as a holy duty;
they made due acknowledgement
of the debt of gratitude and obliga-
tions which they were owing to
Canada, the land of adoption, which
had afforded protection and oppor-
tunity to all its Ruthenian citizens;
they requested that all party and
racial feelings and all indifference
be put aside; they gave reminder
of the oath of allegiance, with- its
resulting obligation in the way of
loyalty, and they defined loyalty
as involving sacrifice; they sug-
gested the formation of battalions
of naturalized Ukrainians, and they
appealed for continued prayer for
the success of the cause undertaken
by the British Empire and the
speedy restoration of peace.

The Bishop himself took the wit-
ness stand and underwent a lengthy
examination covering each one of
the charges made against him. He

stated they had no knowledge of
anything which would serve as a
foundation for any of the charges;
that they believed the charges to
be wholly unfounded, and that in
their belief, the charges had origin-
ated with a group.of foreign speak-
ing people who were active in a
movement to establish ameng the
Ukrainian people-a church indepen-
dent of the Ruthenian Greek Cath-
olic Church. Among the witnes-
sea were the Director of a Ukraini-
an Educational institute and a for-
mer officer of the Canadian Army.

On Nov. 26 His Honor Judge
Paterson delivered the following
judgment:—

“In the matter of an application
to intern one, the Right Reverend

Council, dated 28th of October,
1914, and 14th of February, 1919,
“The Law Courts, Winnipeg,

November 26th, 1919.

."J('D(;F.MENT Or His HONOR,

JUDGE PATERSON.

“His Honor: I was under the
impression the last day of the hear-
ing thar I had to make a written
report but having looked into the
Orders-in Council, I cannot tind it
necessary to do so. [If the accused
is found guilty and ordered to be
interned, he is handed over to the
authorities, otherwise there is no
procedure requiring me to report,
apparently, to anyhody, but I think,
as I did not give my decision the
other day, I should declare in open
Court or indicate, really, what was
the result of the investigation.

“So far as the charges were con-
cerned, it resolved itself simply in-
to the one charge that was pressed
and that was that he had not re-
ported as required under the re-
gistration of aliens. He did not
report, that is quite true, but I
think he had a very good reason
why he should not have done so,
without at all seeming to be trif-
iini with the regulations or wil-
fully breaking the rules, and that
was, as he had registered in the of-
fice of Colonel Lindsay, he there
received authority, I think it might
be called, at least he practically re-
ceived a release from requiring to
report after registering. I think
it is quite reasonable that Bishop
Budka accepted, asalmost anybody

would have accepted, the authority
of Col. Lindsay, who was at the

Nicetas Budka, under Orders-in-|
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