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RETURNED TO SENATE
BY FINANCE, COM

—

d Trunk Chairman
~ves Agreement WillHa
Good Eﬁe.e¢.- s |

—

(Times Leased Wire) i
1Washington, D.|C., Eeb:24.—~The|sen-
finance committee to-day repgrted
reciprocity |bill without * repom-
endation; ; Y
The committee first voted 7 to § not
to report either favorably or unfgvor-
ably on the reciprocity agreentent. | The
members then decided umanimous]y to
veturn the bill to 'the senate without
ommendation, s
Will Not Go On Record.
sacramento, Cal., Feb. 24.—That gsome
mbers of the (California - legislgture
suspicious- of President Taft'd re-
rocity ~plan is the Belief of rhany
» are wondering why no. resoliition
s been forcoming in respense to [Seri-
Perkins’ telegram asking for| the
e of his constituents. i
only information avajlable from
ssembly feéderal relations. comimit=
s that the matter was -taken: up
itely with -Perkins. 4t is repqdrted
> of the members that a dispatch
sent to Perkins telling him te [yote
sees fit. By remaining: silext, i
plained, the legislature wiill:ngt go
ord and:later regret its actioh:®:
Field ¥or Investment." '~ X
don, Feb. 24.—A. ‘W. Smithers,
nan of the Grand Trunk,. présid-
a meeting of the English™ Alsso-
of American and British share-
s, said anent the ~réciprgeity.
ment, that although' there miight
me dislocation of individuall in-
for a tiine, he thought the effect
nada as a whole must be good.
could - not| yet ~estimate what
be the effect of free commeéfcial
urse between 8,000,000 of. pgople
ada and 94,000,000 in the United
He predicted a great demand
apital from ' Canada. Securjties
11 this work | would' form, if [pro-
selected, some of" the ‘finest| in-
1ents in the world.
Toronto Resolutions.
onto, Feb. 24.—A. 8. Goodeve
f British Columbia, was un
account of illnéss, to speak at]
pire Club yesterday. In place of
address, J. |[I. Allan and G. T.
mers, of the Toronto Board of Trade,
loth leading  Liberals, spoke  agginst
rociprocity,; A résolutiogx_,_copdggdlng
the reciprocity agreement was prqppsed
hut. in  the opinion of a number of
inembers it was .inadvisable to congider.
such resolution. The - discugsion
s deferred for a week, in.which fime
executive will decide whether to-al-
the club to vote for the measure.
By a vote of 18 to 9 the Associpted
.rds of Trade of Ontario at a meet-
: here yesterday passed a strong re-
¢ ution condemning- the proposed| re-
rocity agreement with .the United
s. - The resolution is embodiefi in
gthy document.

M.
able,
the

BNV

KILLED BY TRAIN.

Fistate Agent Cut to Pieces Near
North Vancouver Ferry.

Uancouver, Feb. 24.—Edward Thomas
ok, a real estate agent of  Nprth
ouver, was literally. cut to. pleces
the -wheelg of a freight train
t opposite North Vancouver f ITy.
cight cars which formed the flrain

e passed over| the deceased,.|one
heel at least cutting right:acrosg the
niddle of his body. The.right leg|was
ut off at the thigh and was again cut
lower down. The left leg was also-¢om-
pletely  severed. at.the -knee, and].the
right arm was cut off near the elpow.
fact, all that remained almost|un-
iched of the dead man was the [face

1 head. It is supposed that Mr. [Pol-
wag attempting to pass between the
when the train started, and.fthat

hen slipped under the wheels.

e first intimation that the. tfirain
had that something. was wyong

the shouting of a lad, William

son, who tried to flag: them. Jack-

vs that he saw something whhite

ring round thie wheels of the train

it then he heard the erunchigg of

nes. He leaves a widow .and gev-
ildren. He was about 40 yeags of

nd his residence. is en Sepen-
street east.

ler

{ENDERS TO AUTHORITIES.

', Wash., Feb. 24.—Darby Thiel-
ne of the Maybray, gang of fake
g promoters, is in the custody of
deral  authorities.  to-day. Hel
| into the United States mar-
office yesterday and gave him-

linan escaped from a deputy
1 last June. With the deputy
ited a hospital to see his daughter
imaged to escape through a fear
Thielman is wanted in Ompha.

Government| Will  Probably ljsake
er for Union Plant at San |
Franeisco. t

MAY BUY IRON. WORKS.

I'rancisto, QGal., Feb. 24.—~Whether
ited ‘States’|government will: [pyz-
the plant of [the Union Iron Works
I'rancisco, |[owned by: Charleg M.
), rests largely with cdngress, [it is
. When- Seeretary:tf the ayy
visited here| he said flat theTg”o'\‘-'
t needed the propért? for a $hip-

and completing sfa;iqn, and it
clieved here, that th2 secrdtary
sk congress to aut7orize an| ap-
tion for its purchsgse.
that 4,000,000 had bégn offereq for
It came direct from Schwab, [who

‘_;Text of. P_fb‘l;!ise‘fo Limit Im-

ix2scued.

rlgration of Japanese
i

- (Times Leased Wire.) :
Washington;~ B Cs- -Feb. 24.—That
Japan, ‘under . President: Taft’s mew
treaty, new awaiting ‘ratification; wiil
not only be -distriminated -against, but

class‘ag vegards the United States, Is
revealed iiere to-day. by publication of
the tariff paragraph of the treaty: It
says: . it

- “Important duties “on 'articles; pro-

contracing party, upon importation in-
to ths territories” of the ‘other "party;
shall be regulated either by special
arrdngenient between the two countries
or by the internal legislation of each.”
Tt declates that neither nation shall
discriminate against the other in ex-
pori duties, and adds: i
~-“Nor. shall any prohibition be im-
posed by either country on the impor-
tation or exportation. .of .any .article
(from or to ‘the territories of the other
| which shall not equally extend fo ailike
|article -imported from or experted to
any other country. - 3 2

‘“The lJast provisions, however, shall
not be applicable to any prohibition or
irestrictlons inaintained or imposeéd as
sanitary measures: for. the portaction of
animals or-useful plants.” ot
|* Referring to-patent rights'the tréaty
says: L R L i)

.. “Citizens or, subjects of each. party
shall’ enjoyv in the territories, of 'the
{other the same prgtection as the native
lcitizens: or subjects regarding patents,
{trade marks or designs upon the fulfil-
ment »f such formalities- as tlie [law
presciibes ™ e

The text of Japan’s promise to limit
the immigration .of laborers into ‘'the
United States, which is applied to 'the
treaty is published here to-day by thej}
administration. It says: :

“In proceeding this day’to’ sign a
treaty of commeérce and navigation:be:;
tween Japan and the United-States, the
undersigned Japanese ambassador, duly
[authorized by his governmeént, ‘declares
that the imperial Japanese government
is fully prépared to maintain  with
effectiveness the limitation and control
which they have exercised for the past
i{three years in the regulation of the
emigration of laborers to the TUnited
States.,” :

Equality of the right.to reside, on-
duct ‘business or travel in the other
icountryis guaranteed .to the /citizens
of each, and the same  :trading -and
inavigation rights as were contained in
the former treaty are renewed.

If ratified, the treaty will become: ef-
fective July 17, and will continue in
force for 12 years unless terminated
after six months’ .notice by either na-
tion. Tt is also provided -that ratifica-
tions must be exchanged within thres
months of the date of the treaty being
signed. . :

o TRAINS COLLIDE.

Macleod, Alta., Feb. 24/~—The south-
bound passenger train ‘- from -Galgary
collided with a way freight at West
Macleod Junction shortly after 2 o’clock
yvesterday afternoon, both engines were
scrapped and a dozen freight cars were
wrecked, while -the tracks were block-
ed for several hours. There was no 'one
seriously injured, but the damage io
rolling stock was heavy. :

ELEVEN PERISH
IN NEVADA MINE

—

Rescue Party Will' Probably
Save Five Men Who Are
Still Entombed

(Times Leaséd  Wire.)
Tonopah, Nev., = Feb, 24 —With
eleven dead bodies reported re-
e¢overed, the fire in the Belmont mine
¥as practically out before noon to-day
&2d there were strong hopes that the
five men still in the mine would be

Although there is considerable gas
#1d smoke on the 1,100 and 1,166 foot
1-vels, but little smoke is'coming from
tie shaft and the rescue party ex-
pzcted to pass the fire and get to the
€1st drift, where their fellows are en-
i>mbed, within a few hours.

The damage to the mine will
exceed $1,000.

Shortly .after noon the  bodies of]
t:n men were found on the 1,100 level
ut -owing to-gas it will be hard to
T2cover.them at present.

not

RAILWAY- CONSTRUCTION.

Spokane, Feb. 24.—Officials of the
NeorthiCoast; line "to-day anthorized &
statenient that :;comstruction. : work on
forty miles:ef-the:new line-ofithe North
Coast hétween Spokane:-and ‘Ayer Junc~
tion, ‘wherd:it: wilk..connect ‘with the
Q. W.cR. & Ns-will be begun tmmedi-
Btelye se7 iy A rry ,

bd ¥

FUGITIVE CAPTURED, -
Seattle, Wash., -Feb, 24—Fred Alva-
dore, wanted ' here.to #&nswer tp 8
charge of smuggling opium, has BHeen
arrested at-San Antonioy: Texas,-and 2
United States deputy marshal-wilFieave

“ed the ‘information- +a -Sa@n Hran-
'Dle interested In § wiyor devplop-

for that city. to-day to . bring: the iru-
tive pack to: this city for trialLoxAdves

| ducts “or ‘'manufactures of either “highf

-fthe most ‘important in thehistory of:the

_present was. unanimously in fayor o¢f a

o maritn T

will enter the “most favered:nation”[ f

s MUNICIPAL TRACK CLEA
B. J. P. (between puffs)—I did not expect such sumrmary treatment from 'my friends. Base ingratitude,

/

I:call.it.

PREMIER, BRINGS BOWN. .
o AEGISLATION TO-DAY

ly_Routing Business  to, Be
Done, sPending Election .
on.New Lists j

Legislative Press Gallery, _Feb.; 23.
In the House to-day Premier McBride

‘Iméde a statemernt of ‘the goverhment's
‘Mintentions in‘regird to the ¢ivie situa-

tion in Viectorida. ° Thesé are' precisely
as‘foreshadowed in the Times on Wed-
nesday—the old counell” to' act as a
commission for the carrying on of rou-

‘I¥ine work, and’ the revision:of the:vot-

ers’ list by an’amendment  ‘bedy '-pre-
paratory to-a néew election. P
The premier. rose during the after-
noon and- said ‘he désgired .to make a
statement on a matter of:great import-

. lanee, and one on which it was expected

: 1in like position
Haunched- were pressed ‘against
1In order that business might be carried

R AGAIN.

-

NEW MOVE FOR

PRESBYTERIANS, ARE 4y Fhugs. AreyWounded and:
~ FORMING ORGANIZATION:

Other Denominations Will“Pro-
~ bably Take Similat |
; Actiof A

-—

(Special to ghe Times.). -~

Toronto, Feb. 24.—A movement iwx.o..l
will “undoubtedly take Fank as-oné of

churehés . of Canada for. many..years
was launched = yesterday -afternoon
when at a meeting of about 50 repre-
seéntative ministers and- laymen.of the
Presbyterian churches of Toronto: and
other -centres here a strong -organjza-
tion to be known as the. Presbyterian
Assgocidtion for the federal .union:of the
churches was effected.

The ‘movemefit is the outcomeé of de-
cided dissatisfaction with the proposed
basts for organization of the Protestant
churches,, and if " hopes are realized
similar organizations will soon spring
up in the Anglican; Méthodist; Baptist
and -Congregational ¢hurclyes:

The view that obtained amohg these

federation of all the Protestant
churches that would make for the!so-
lution of the social problems of lour
large cities, that would prevent over-
lapping in the home and forelgn mis:
sion. flelds, and .that _would stand :for|
the ushering in of the  kingdom -of
Christ, as the present movement ! for
organic unity among three denomina-
tions merely coufd not. fEWEE £ % .
F RS F $3 7 B

FLae® (’

AVIATION FIELDS.

San Diego, Cgl., Feb. 24-FThe Aero Cltib,
of Sah Diego, Which Ig financing Glenn H:
Curtiss’ aviation school for army and navy
men here, -is considering a new proposi=
tion. It is proposed by V. M. Griftith,
director of the Aero Club of California,
and Frank T. Searight, director of the
local club, to organize aviation. enthust-
asts in nearly every town In Southern
California as the first step toward estab-
lishing a chain of aviation fields that ‘will
average about 30 miles apart between here
and Los Angeles. It is figured that 'any
aviator can easily make 30 miles, and that
air-touring can -be  made as popular in
California as automobile touring, .

San Diego, Delmar, Oceanside, Santa
Ana, Pasadena, Redlands, Riverside, Los
Angeles and Santa Barbara are to bé In-
cluded in the list of grounds.

SEEKING DIVORCE.

“Paris, Feb. 24 —Baroness Vaughan,
the morganatic wife of the late King
Leopold of = Belgium, has. commenced
diverce proceedings against Emmanuel
Durjux, e merchant, to whom .she was
married at Arronville, August 18 of last,
year.: A-formal atterapt made by the
Judge to reconcile: the- couple falled,

& +

BEATTLE WATER SUPPLY,"

Washington, D. C., Feb. 24.-“The House
bill permitting Seattle to purchase 22,000
acres: of public land.in the :Uedar river
basin and complete the city’s cbntrol+of
its water shed passed yesterday. Mie
price-will be fixed by estimate, The nmini~
mruin ‘value of-the timberisisaid to'be $L.%
.per acte. The government:is to.rethin its

|dore was-out under $750 bonds:ssiq i‘m’
L AT S ;--;«."ﬁm@:_,
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CHURCH  UNION

Jwill not. survive the day, physicians
‘¥say. 1 :

eral -at that early heur;.did: not know

waymen.

1two: wounded men. < “I'm z pglicéman,”

POLIGEMAN ILLED «
BY HIGHWAYBAN

Fatal Fibhf iR Seattie<Two

1L Ong My e

- rer— §

¢ ATimes Lepsed;, Wire.) .
Seattle, Wash., Feb.” 24.—Patrolman
Jydson Ti Davis, dead: = i
" John Ford, 22, one.of the bandits,
wounded in a pistol duel, is dying and

Axel.-Nist, 27, hold-up man, bullet in

hips, at hospital.

Patrolman Herbert Smith, uninjured..
Two policemen and two hold-up men.
met on a quiet corner in the - heart of
the Capitol Hill residence district just
after dark last night, and had a-duel to

the death. - The patrolmen won, but at
a fatal cost.

Patrolman Davis went down at the
first shot, but Smith, his room mate
and best friend, avenged his 'death,
cdpturing both hold-up men, = fatally
wounding one and crippling the other:

Smith’s first bullet struck down John
Ford, -who had _just shot Davis., Axel
Nist, Ford's companion, whose_ picture
is in the rogue’s gallery, fled, but - was
crippled two blocks away by .the purs/

suing patrolmamn. +]

so that spectators, as there were:sev-

who:were police and who .. were-high-

Smith had - snatched - Ford's ' deadly:
sutomatic gun. from him: as-he fell; 'and
Davis, though ! ‘wounded to' the death,
covered the wounded bandit: ‘till help
came, when he fell back dead.

One man hurried to the rescue of the
gasped Davis.’ “I can’ watch fthis m: i
Telephone headquarters, then help o

my partner if you éan.” "
The encounter took place at the cor-

ner of Boylston and Denny Way at 7.30
in the evening.

RESIGNS -CHAIRMANSHIP.

Mr, Vautalet, of Quebec Bridge Com-
mission, Retires Owing to Ill Headth.

(Special to L.e Times. )

Ottawa, Feb, 24.—The report that
Chairman Vautalet of - the “Quebeec
bridge commissfon has resigned, is con-
firmed. It is understood that his resig-
nation is due to ill-health. Mr.
talet had expressed g desire to drop
out on a number of occasions owing
to the physical strain the work entail-
ed. “He was asked, however, to remain
at His post umntil the contract had heen
Tet, and now that it has ‘been’ decided
that it will g0 to the St. Lawrence
Bridge Company, a combination of jthe
Dominion Bridgé Company and (the
Canadian Bridge Comipany, of Walker-
ville, Mr. Vautalét’s resignation will be
accepted, : !

_AERIAL. TAXICABS.

Paris, Feb. 24—Aerial taxicabs next
A -company: backed by men. of large
capital, was formed  here to-day  to
mavket-the new idea and within-a year
both monoplanes and biplanes-wilk be
at: the seryice of the publie: ‘A ‘taxi-
meter will: be attached to the prepelliet!

All the men were in citizens* clothes,

Vau-{

- OF DI HONGRED

i

FREEDOM -OF LONDON
"7 7" FOR LORD MINTO

;Réfé}'s Cto Connectidn™ With
Canada—Tribute to. Can-
adian Troops

(Special to the Times.)

~London, Feb. 24—Earl Minto was
‘vesterday presentéd with the freedom
fof the '¢ity. In acknowledging the honor
he @ealt prinecipally with ‘Indian-affairs,
but. in .opening said: . |

. “It was in Canada that I first entered
official life. Lord Lansdowne took .me
with him'as military secretary in the
early eighties. Tt was to' Canada I re-
turned - in - subsequent years as gover-
nor-general..to witness the marvellous
development = of the gold fields. of
Alaska and of British Columbia, and
the wheat fields of the Northwest ter-
ritories, and to wish God-speed to those
magnificent Canadian contingents
which came- to the aid of the Mother
Country in _South Africa and stamped
their name.on our success at Paarde-
Fhergy’? 4

COUNCIL MAY: RESIGN.

Tfouble May Follow Dismissal of Ed-
monton Public Utilities Com-
missioner.

Edmonton, Alta. Feb. 24, —After some
months of what his opponents call dic-
tatorial ntethods -and--thé -dismissal by
hin¥of the two superintendents of the
power plant and street raiiway, .the
amayor. and eouncil passed .a busy day

iestionihg Public ' Utilltles Commis-

mér- Al V. Bouillon:as to his reasons

perintendents. A regular session of:the
city council followed, and Mr. Boull-
lon was officially - beheaded. He re-
fused to answer any.questions. He
termed the whole proceedings ‘‘Star
chamber work.” He was dismissed as
he dismissed the superintendents. No
public reason given. The city solicitor
claims the city counciPs action is il-
legal. Two aldermen, Hyndman and
McKinley, have resigned and .much
public discussion is afoot. Meéetings
_are called and it may be that the entire
counecil will resign. :

CUBANS CELEBRATE,

Havana, Feb. 24.—The anniversary of
the commencement of the insurrection
against Spain, which, with the later in-
tervention of the United States, result-
ed in throwing off the Spanish voke,
was celebrated by .Cubang fo-day.

NEW LAW OF LIBEL.’
>yiingtield,” T, ¥eb. 26 —Stung by the
unwelcome. publicity he has received singe
tae béginning of the' Lorimér case, Repre-
sentative Leo O'Neil Browne yesterday
took'‘a Slap a4t his “tHewspaper - enemies.
“Browne intioduced-a libel bill olelied om
‘theé English law. N8 b
= “KIEERAD BY HAT PIN..
- Bostor;: “Feb: ‘28 —Céptaln. Andrew
England, the well known life saver,
15-dead here froni~bioo® polsoning, the/

L shafts of the machine .to show: the]

(.stﬂe 40 the-.xmnm‘ﬂ.h“:m “tiejands.. -7

B Lk SO B4

amount to be paid. : 9,

- yest froford projecting hat

Fredulfof a serateh received in a svéet
m ; ; E f

oy

FORMER VICEROY

for the recent -beheading of the twoisu-|

‘|ard rooms;" the ground floor-will be oc-

the legislature would. be asked to pass.
He referred to the conditions which ob-
tained at the moment in the eity of
Victoria -by reason -of the decision
which -Mr.:Justice Gregory had render-
ed in the-proceedings taken by B. J.
Perry against the mayor. The point of
that judgment was that the mayor un-
lawfully occupied his seat, and as a
consequence -the city - was without a
chief magistrate.” His colleagues were
if  proceedings now
them.

on there would be necessary-a bill of an
‘extraordinary character, by reason : of
the urgency of the case and the unique
position which had résulted. :
“The government had had the“benefit’

16f  the views of “'the city barrister and
‘thad also

listened ‘to a Certainh * pro-
grammeé which' citizens would® like; to
have adopted. ‘Having ih “view'this’
and thée great importance of ‘the matter
to municipalities genérally throughott
the province the government had:come
to the determination to submit to par-
liament, he trusted by next afternoon, a
bill which should have for its: object,
briefly:—

First, to validate the acts of' the-eity,
council from its swearing-inyto date, .
Second, to authorize the present
mayor. and council-to carry on, until-a
new election was held, the . necessary
civic. business: of. a. routine.. character,,
but without any pewers either to sub-
mit-or pass.any money bylaws..

to protect the mayor.and council, and
provide that on a.day .to.. be fixed.by:
the lieutenant-governor-in-couneil they
must vacate office, while. authority
would be givea to the lieutenant-gover-
nor-in-council to fix an election date
and.appoint an independent commission
to _cqmplle,_zjevlgg and confirm a new
voters’ list for the purpose of holding
the new election, and for that purpose
only, and from which list, in order that
there should beé finality, there should
be no.appeal. !
The new list .would be posted for, five
days so that all persons interested
could have an opportunity to acqudint
themselves with its contents. The pow-
ers necessary to carry out - this act
would be vested in the lieutenant-gov-
ernor-in-council and ' the expenses
would have to-be borne by the city.
The ‘government bélieved that' 'this
course of action would not bring about
any drastic.change and. would give -aill
necessary protection. The premlei’, in
conclusion, said he felt thdat the ¢itizens
of Victoria were looking for some &n-
nouncement and hence-he  made it at
that time. - -
J. H. Hawthornthwaite ~wanted to
know why the government did not take
the short method of validating the
election. i
The premier-reminded “him that the
matter was not open to debate at the
moment. 2o s

LAND VALUES IN:

Twenty Million Acres Taken Up
as Homesteads and Pre-
Emptions in Two Years

(Special :to the ‘[imes.)
Montrezl, Feb. 24.—F. T. Griffin, C. P.
R. land commissioner at Winnipeg,
who is on a visit to the headquarters in
Montreal, states that within the - last
two years 20,000,000 acres of. govern-
ment land have been taken up as
homesteads and pre-emptions. The re-
sult is that the last block of open
prairie lands in the west avallable for
homestead entry ‘and pre-emption has
now been practically taken up, and fu-
ture homesteaders will have to resort
to the partially wooded lands of the
northern and eutlying distriets or: will
have to purchase - from' the ' railway
companies and the holders. This is
bound to mean 8 fur‘thervlncreéise_in‘the
value of land.

NEW LABOR TEMPLE.

“Vdncoiiver, Feb.” 23.—Plans of Etho
proposéd new labor témple té be ereel-
ed on Dunsmufr Street, at thé corner
of” Homer' stréet; have'been sabmitted
to Building Tnspector'” Jarfett: ' The
structure providés f6r four stories, be-
sides the basement, and.it is estimated
to cost $143,000. The basement will® be
utilized for reading, printing and billi-

cupled’ by ;stores and*-the upper floors
will be devoted to offices, halls' and
‘committee rooms: The building, whith
is planned to be 75 feet by 120 feet, will

Jcurtain wanls, - -

The act would also eontain providion }

.dwce - evidencée showing that the

jenable
-'{business.”’ y

WEST WILL RISE;:

DECISION (N

Heads 'Qf,.‘_iBéi_,l”w,@y‘;C;qnmapieS‘
" Declare Construction. Wil
" 86 Curtaed

CTimes Leased Wire.)
:+“What - Decision Toes,
Disaggroves advances-in freight rates -

in oijiqu classification territory, aggre-
gating the railroads an estimated in-
creasesi ‘earning of $27,000,000 yearly,
“Declines to approve increases by the
r_fulroads in the western trunk- liné ter-
ritory and broposed advances in com-

modity rates.

Orders the carriers in both cases to
cahcel their advanced tariffs on or be-
fore March 10 and restore former rates
—those now in force,

Served formal notice that unless ad-
vanced - tariffs’ dre* cancelled 'a formal
grc?er Suspending”thém’ and putting ex-
isting’rates into operation” for at least
two years will'be issued. !

The ‘Western Trunk Line association
filed ‘rate iricredses with ‘the Interstate
‘Commeérce  Cormmission’ in' the spring
of 1910 Shertly. afterwards the eastern
roads  (those -in ‘the ‘so-called official
classification territory)  fileg advances.
Shippersvprptested to Washington and
the government ‘filed sult 'agdinst the
trunk - Hne Toads under the Sherman
law,. eharging: conspirdey in restraint
of trgde and secured a temporary in-
junction at. Hannibal, Missouri. !Short-
ly aftermard. the. railroad representa-
tives.called .on: President Taft -and By
agreement-withdrew' advances, pending
the passage.of the railroad regatation
bill then before congress while the gov-
erament; withheld prosecution . pf 'the
Suit.  After the. law was passed the

and . the rate. advance . schedules re-
filed,. Under the mew, law the Inter-
state Commerce Con "?sion promptly
suspended the rates p.ading investiga-
tion a3 t0 their fairness. The suspen-
sion has been prolonged from time to
time* while"hearings were held in Chi-
cago. and Washington. “Final decision
against the increases in rates was de-
‘livered yesterday, the opinion being de-
layed “until after the stock  market
clqsed. s

o Pfeparing to Appeal.
Washington, D, C., Feb. 24—With
“fight’’; as,_their slogan, the railroads.

1of. the. country to-day are preparing

to .appeal from the decision  of the
iaterstate commerce commission which
prohibits the proposed advances in
freight rates. The. appeal will be
made to the court of commerce before
March 10 and anh injunction will be
askéd. nullifying 'the 'decision of° the
ommission.

,B:,v this method,. the. railrpads , be-
lieve, it may ,be possible to obtain a
réve‘rsal of the commission’s findings.
.. Action must be taken before March
10, because the commission announces
that unless the tariffs are withdrawn
it will itself fix the rates for two years.
Authorities are in conflict whether
the commerce court has the power
to enjoin the interstate ' commerce
commission, but the railroads, relying
on favorable opinions by somie of their
lawyers, have determined” to make the
attempt. -

One of the leading railroad:attor-
neys here to-day voiced the deter-
mination: of the big traffic systems.
‘““We will carry the case to the Unit-
ed States supreme court,” he said. “If
the ‘commerce~court fails'us, we will
ask an injunction: against the’inter-
staté commerce commisgion and the
commerce court as well. We will pro-
in-
creased rates asked are necessary to
us .to  properly- cenduet our

Opinions by the- legal lights for: the~

overnment: are that  the Jlegal‘; ob-
gtacles: the railroads can erect may in-
definitely delay the effectiveness, of the
iiterstate. commerce .commission’s. de-
cision.
Progressive members of congress to-
lday declare the interstate commerce
commission’s decision forbidding the
advance in rates the greatest victory
ever won by the people. The decision,
they point out, is based upon a section
©of the commerce law, passed last year,
which places upon the railroads’ the
burden of proof that their proposed
ad. ® ed rates were reasonable.

Senator Cummins '~ of Iowa, who
made over thé Wickersham railroad
bill, safid the bill was gratifying and
was evidence of the change in ralle
road legidlation insisted upon by the
Progressives last year.

Senator Bnistow of Kansas, said: “If
the Progressikes had never accom-
plished anything else, they would feel
well pald for their: efforts by having
Jaid the basis of the lawmaking de-
¢:sion possible:. It was only after a
hard contest that the Progressives
were able to insert the provisions in
tae' law by which the attempt of the
railroads to increase their rates has
teen prevented.”

Victory For -Consumers.

New York, Feb. 24.—Elation by ship-
pers over the entire country and cor-
responding dejection by railroad man-
agers is expressed to-day In telegrams

4which are pouring in here as comments
fon' the rate decision K made - yesterday

‘by the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion. . y '

Jt:is a people’s-victoryy” is the:gen-
eral tenor of expression frem the:shipe
pers, - while » the -railroad. heads,- dis-
gruntled, threaten . reduction : of  ex-
penses, ‘curtailment- of construction and
appeal: from the decision of the com-
merce tribunal.

“The commission’s decision is a big
triumph, for the business men,” is the
expression of Secretary John Glenn,.of
the Iilinois  Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion, which led the fight against the
rate inzreases.. ‘‘We asked the roads to
confer, and only when this was refused

‘have reinforced- concrete ‘and “beick

(Concluded on page 7.)
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DELIGHTS SHIPPERS

suit_was dismissed by the government




