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10 REPORT OF THE HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE.

The remoter districts of the Province are entitled to 
Hospital advantages, as well as the more central counties, 
The distance from Halifax to Yarmouth on the one hand, 
and to Cape Breton on the other, is too great for the safe 
conveyance of excited, distressed and debilitated patients. 
The compulsion to which they are now subjected of travel
ling so far at all seasons, without regard to the state of the 
weather or the roads, is in itself a very serious inconve
nience, and one attended occasionally with hazard to life, as 
was proved in the case of a lady patient, brought in 
feebled state from her distant home a few years ago, and 
found to be lifeless when lifted from the carriage at our door.

1 o some it may appear premature to urge the necessity 
for additional Hospital accommodation, so soon after the 
completion of the present edifice. When, however, the 
rapidity with which the new wing has been filled up, is con
sidered ; when the actual numbers of the insane are shown 
to be so far beyond the capacity of any one establishment ; 
and when these are found to be steadily increasing ; it will 
surely bo admitted that injustice would bo done to such

scattered throughout the country, if they are to be 
denied the opportunity of being benefited, and are to be 
shut out from the advantages accorded to those now under 
Hospital care and protection.
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Of nearly eleven hundred patients cared for during a 
period of seventeen years, the number of those who have so 
far made good their escape as to reach their respective 
homes, has been wonderfully small. It rarely occurs that 
the attempt is not immediately frustrated by the parties sent 
in pursuit. Even after reaching home, many have been 
brought back, to remain until their restoration was further 
advanced. Instances of a prolonged absence have occurred, 
and it has happened on more than one occasion that thé 
absentees have returned voluntarily.

Running-away was almost an epidemic in 1875; the 
attempts were numerous and determined, and in some
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