Cadets Have Yei‘ ’Expertenced

And the Course of ‘
Wlder Than Anyth'
Attempted Fo or An

Govefhment Is %kmg
Schoolboys Into Soldzers.

m!: JOHN T.- THOMPSON, SUPERIN
TENDENT OF DRILL IN'TORONTO
SCHOOLS AND COMMANDER' OF m

CADET REGIMENT,

HEN the Duke of Connaught -

reviews the Toronto pube
lic school cadets ‘on May
22 it will ‘be 'a formidable army; of
youth and not a mere ntherlnz of;

boyish enthusiasm fhat will maréh’.

e pust the royal salute.

Line afper line of briskly stepping
and sturdy boys carrying rifles of
the latest . “protested” type and
garbed in new uniforms from the
department of militia,  will’ march
up University avenue and mass in
Queen’s Park for peaceful celebra-
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thut he wi!d put forth . herculean
efforts . to ‘make good” He will
maintain a’ dignity and - bearing in
keeping 'with his clothes.

The summer vacation, when the
average boy. is only too anxious to
get out and “rough it” 18 not spoiled
by a ‘week of" BM ‘work at'a camp
and the:physical - Jbenefits = derived
from the wod: ﬂor canvas is but
a yhl.ant from the confine-
ment qld mental stratn of the scho-
lastic’ ‘year.: The student placed
under oompetent instruotors - and
stern dt;clnltnm incronsel his
ewclency .and: hbnoo "his  eco-
nomic-value thru the ‘habits thus ac-
quired of" dhewline, obedience, self-
control, otdsr ;and  command, and

,tho mdy of orsa.niuuon and ad-

tion, as exemplified in first-

¢cld®s moderti armies. = The patriotie
npiru. “is’sure to be worked: to the:
imit under the present management

" and as the canteen will not be a unit’

of the’ camp, this ott.en mooted ob-
jectlon “to “cagaps 'in gemeral” wm
ear-ho weight. It is hardly: pol
"buthqtahwwno humntl?
_at_a military damp will ‘ever
e strain of “military  spirit |

"4 grafted ity him. He at least will’

have a’'foundation of mlllta.ryv knov\(—,
ledge that ‘will enable him in later
years to form Jun\ opl.nlonl on any
mmtary wplc he may be called up-
on to discuss and contravens,

tion. Fifty-two companies, each Department yva 4 j
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averaging 50 men, will represent the
public schools of the city, while fif-
teen companies will parade for the
high schools and the various other
eadet organizations recently formed.
In all, close on 4000 soldiers in the
making will do homage to the flag
end the representative of the King.
The cadet system has been respon-
.@ible .fOr more recruits into city
fegiments than any other organ-
fzation; it has also giwn to many
thousands of growing youngsters
the first insight into the necessity
of national defence beside breeding
& spitit of patriotism and love for
the flag.

The history of the. cadet move-
ﬁment is an interesting one. From
\ the day, in 1865, that the first mili-
tary drilt was given in  Toronto
public - schools, {he wonderful
€MOWth  of the movement and the
splendid support that it has been
&iven during recent years is almost
entirely .due to the untiring efforts
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¢f' the drillmaster and colonel of
the cadet regiment, John T.'Thomp-
fon. : e

l. Thompson'’s First
Teste of Drill

It was in 1865 that lonel Thomp-
800, then g pupil in the rpublic
schools, received his first taste of
military dril, as given in the schools.
He from the first pounded his ideas
into the heads of obtuse members
of the Board of Education, and altho
for the first few years interest in
the new venture seemed to languish
it was still the pet 1ob y eof the

young military enthusiast. In 1876
the cadet movement was allowed to
drop. The work: of organizing a
permanent cadet corp had been start-
ed . several years before by. Major
Denison, and military drill, with that
end in view, had been inaugurated
in the city schools. He met with
many obstacles and much opposition,
but his ‘work was appreciated, and
the public school board at the end of
the first year passed the followinge
mmark . of appreciation: “Resolved

; that the thanks of the board be pre-

sented. to Brigade-Major Denison tor
the care and attention he has mani-
fested in providing and superintend-
ing military drill instruction for the
elder pupils attending the city public
schools, during the current year.
(Signed) J. MeMurrich, Chairman.”

Work for Years Carrigd on
In Half-Hearted Way

For nearly twenty years the work
of the cadets was carried on in a
half hearted manaer, and received
very little support except from one
or two members of the board and
the Chief Inspector. The first
bubic exhibition ever given by the
boys was in 1879, when the drill com-
pvany from Wellesley School paraded
after the distribution of prizes in t*e
Gardens. This event was Just two
years after Colonel Thompson had
heen placed in charge of ‘the entire
work of. re.establishing military
training and physical exercise in the
schools. Since then, over 37 years.
the cadets have been wunder the

/\;.',”V;\_r". X, ‘ 5 ' _ s AN it M ‘Mll
iy 2o ‘ ' o Supphea Ev

charge of Colonel Thompson. In.1881
the - first competition held - between
different companies of cadets was for
a-‘banner, presented by James Beaty,
M.P., which-was won by Wellesley
school. * Every: year since 1881, the
cadets have paraded on Empire Day,
and:/have decorated the monuments
in Queen’s Park.

For a-long time the companies
drilling had to content themselves
with “bed slats” or wooden rifies
only. * About 15 years ago, however,
Sir Frederick Borden recognized the
crganization of cadefs” in pyblic
schools as well as in -high schools,
provided the boyé were  fourteen
years of age or older. Six companies
of, regular public school cadets were

organized, one in each of the fol‘low-l

ing schools: Dufferinn,” Wellesley,
Jesse Ketchum, Ryerson, Givens and
Parkdale. Frcm that time forward
the cadets made steady progress.

Trip to Tampa Gave
Impetus to Movement

¢  One of the milestones in the his-

tory of the Toronto cagets is the trip
to Tampa. Floridza, taken by a com-
pany of selected boys in 1899 as the
guests of the state. The company
was intended to take part in the
military convention cal.ed by Govern-
or Bioxham for the purpose of.con-
sidering the reorganization of the
state militia and establishment of
military drill in the schools. Fifty-
six ' boys, accompanied by Major

" the citizens.

Thompson, Col. Hughes, S. W. Burns,
and ' J. M. Godfrey took the trip and
were given a refnarkable send-off by
The tour was' a com-

plete success.  To this day Col

Thempson  firmly believes that the .

Tampa trip was in‘a large measure
responsible for the Government re-
cognition of the organization. Among
those who went to Tampa as cadets
are: Alderman Meredith and H, H.
Cousins of the Harbor Board.
Shortly after the recognition of six
companies by the Government, ihe
then Inspector Hughes, as the public
schoo! Dboard had no authority to
provide  uniforms, determined to
roaise’ ¢he necessary sum by private
subscription. He secured over $2.000.
Later on Earl Grey, then Governor-
General of Canada. gave him warm
engouragement in the work and Lord
Strathcona, unasked, ‘sent ' him a
chedue for $7.000 to uniform all the

drill companies in‘ the city.  Many

prominent men  became interested
and numerous trophies weére pre-
sented to keep up interest among
the lads,

Cadets Now a Full
Military Regiment

Of more importance, however, fol-
lowing the festival held in the
Arena recently, is the work t{hat
the cadets’ corps. will do’ in the
future. The .exhibition of bridge
building given by the cadeis and
the work of the signal corps  -has

opened up a field that is the-inten.

CADETS BUILDING A BRIDGE DURING OUTDOOR MANOEUVRES. °

tion of the organizers tfo develop
largely during the néxt few .Vears.

Now: that = the “Toronto, -public
school . cadets have the
calling themselves a military regi-
ment, with a full"list of regimental
commanders and  battallion officers,
it is expected that 'this work will
be = greatly unprmed A signal
corps, possibly with wireless equip-
ment and a fully’ equipped ambu-
lance corps-to’ - intérest ‘ahd’ “n-
struct the young. hopefuls, are, to
be added to the regiment during
the coming year, while ‘the new

" “Baby” Ross 22 calibre rifles, voted

by “the militia ~department, will be
ready for distribution before the
schools open in the autumm. This
rifle is an exact reproduction .of the
standard military rifle in use by
the aduit regiments but is light and
adgapted for the use of the cadets,
who were often exhausted after
carrying the heavy guns thru a long
parade. The “Baby”’ Ross is un-
rivalled for indoor sheeting and will
shoot  outdoors over a 100 yards
range.

This Is a Busy Month

L

This month will probably be ihe
busiest in the”history of the cadets
for not only wiil the entire force
take part i the Empire Day review
but the following week will under-
go the regular. annual . inspection
and in addition will join,.:'for the
first time, the garrison pargde and
services on Sunday  (today) which

honor of

will this year be held, at the Arena.

The cadet camp at' >
held from June 29 to July -4, will.in
all probability,.be the largést in the
nistory . of the cadet .movement and
the ‘work “planned  for the'
covers . 4 - wider -range ‘of  training

than any that has heretofore .been -
- attempted for any -but adult - ma-

noeuvres.

It is only the recent growth ‘in the
popularity of  the cadet movement
that has made the founding - of . a

cadet mlutary camp possible, altllol

the Hon Sam Hughes has fostered

he Yides ever since * it~ was = first
ru‘bbed into him bychis. brother. : The
camp at, Niagara, it is expected, will
become one of the big institutions of
the country, of immense Dbenefit in
devcloping not only young 'manhood
but national defence. While = the
training 'mdulged in is not in any
way exhaustive it covers a large
realm of elementary knowledge in-
valuable, should tiue student In later
vears be called upon to defend -his
country or to make use of military
training in other lines.

Dress a Boy As a Man
And He Will Act As a Man

“Dresg.a boy up as a man and he
will try'}ud act the part” is a com-
mon maxim and it Is on this hypo-
thesis that tlie authorities have spént
hours of labor and thousands of dol-
lars in bringing the cadet camp info
being. - They hope, by giving the boy

. uniform and . the work of 4 man,

Niagara, to be -

“week

R
Mmta.ty equlme, tent&, food and
unltorms, in fact, everything but the
bgys themselves are supplied by the
militla department,, Good food and
the necessary personnel for the in-
structidh ‘and organization of the
cadets and for ‘théir care and’ pro- -
tection. from . sickness will' be givea
by, the department at. Ot.w:n. Rifle .
practice and ln'u-uctlon in the care
and use of arms and ammiunition will

".,beparto!thcimﬂon. ‘But- it is

the skirmish and formation drill with

‘- the  désultory. firing from .a ‘chance

position that .Pleases the young sol-
‘dier. . The formation of tho ambu-
lance corps will give opportunity for
an’ extended ‘course 'in- field amby~
lance work and first-aid to_ the im-
Jured.

At present the wo’rk wlll be en-
tirely for infantry and whether the
government’ will inaugurate a cav-
alry cadet camp to work in con-
junction remains to be seen. This,
of course, would have to be devoted
to the older boys and students. The
camp last'year gave good promise for
the success of this year's venture and
has raisged the question of the pos-
sible advisability of lengthening the
time which the cadets shall remain
across the lake, The summer mili-
tary camp for boys may he looked
upon by peace loving citizens as a
possible menace but it is unquestion-
able, that the opportunities it offers
for even greater results than those
already obtained make it a 200d ine
vestment for the spare capital ot the
nation,

FOR ‘THIS SUMMEB AMBI’IIOUS AND L‘.; 1.6 B NS H%VE BEEN \IADE
- - . 'OLOSELY DUPLICATE THE WORK U

BY THE DEP:! ’.[ OF MILI IA ¥OR
NDEBTAKEN BY THE GROWN:UP SOLDIERS.




