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in the eyes of queens. Her married lifel
was one of the noblest that could be con-I
ceived. It can be summed up in one
word : it was happy. But death prema-|
turely placed her cold hand upon her hap-|
piness by the removal of the noble com- |
panion of her life at an early age. From
that moment she never was exactly the|
same. To the end of her life she mourned
like Rachel weeping for her children, and
would not be consoled. After the lapse of
forty years, time may have assuaged. but|
it did not remove her grief ; we can apply |
to her the beautiful language of the French |
poet : ‘

Dans sa premiére larme elle noya son cceur. \

(* In her first tear she drowned her heart.’) |
She is now no more—no more ? Nay, I
boldly say she lives—lives in the hearts of |
her subjects ; lives in the pages of history.
And as the ages revolve, as her pure pro-
file stands more marked against the horizon |
of time, the verdict of posterity will ratify ‘
the judgment of those who were her sub-
jects. She ennobled mankind ; she exalted |
rovalty—the world is better for her life.

Sir, the Queen is no more, let us with one
heart say : Long live the King !

I propose to the House that we should |
unite in a resolution to His Majesty the
King, to convey to him the expression of
our sorrow at the loss he has suffered—a
loss which, we may say with every respect,
is ours also.

I propose that we should unite in con-
veyving to the King the expression of the
loyalty of his Canadian subjects.

Only a few days ago His Majesty sent a
message to his broad dominions across the
sea, in which he said it would be his aim in
life to follow in the footsteps of his great and
noble mother. Sir, we did not want that
assurance on the part of His Majesty, to
know that the wise policy and the wise
conduct of the great Queen whom he has
succeeded on the Throne would be his guide.
We have believed from the first that he who
was a wise prince would be a wise King,
that the policy which has made the British
Empire so great under his predecessor would
also be his policy, and that the reign of
King Bdward the Seventh would be simply
a continuation of the reign of Queen Vic-
toria.

On our part let us offer to His Majesty
the King the expression of our loyalty—a
loyalty which does not spring from any
sycophancy or fetichism—but from grateful
hearts, who duly appreciate the blessing of
living under British institutions. TLet us
wish him Godspeed, and let us hope that his
reign may be as fruitful of good as was
that of his wise predecessor. I now beg to
move:—

To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty:
MosT GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN :
We, Your Majesty’s dutitful and loyal sub-
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assembled, humbly beg leave to approach Your
Majesty with the expression of our deep and
heartfelt sorrow at the demise of our late
Sovereign Lady Queen Victoria.

In common with our fellow subjects in all
parts of the empire, we deplore the loss of a
great ruler whose manifold and exalted virtues
three generations commanded the
respect and admiration of the world.

As representatives cf the Canadian peo-
ple, we mourn for the beloved Sovereign under

whom our Dominion first rose into being, and

to whose wise and beneficent sway are due in
no small measure its growth and prosperity.

May we venture to add that above and beyond
these sentiments which the sad occasion natur-
ally calls forth, there has come to each one of
us a sense of personal bereavement which, we
say it with all possible respect and duty, makes
Your Majesty's sorrow our own.

We pray that the God of consolation may com-
fort Your Majesty and the members of the
Royal Family in the affliction.

It is with feelings not less deep and sincere
than those to which we have just given utter-
ance that we hail Your Majesty’s accession to
the Throne of your ancestors. We beg to assure
Your Majesty of our devoted attachment to
Your Majesty’s person and government, and to
express our unclouded confidence that the glory
and the greatness of the British Empire abroad,
and the happiness and well-being of Your
Majesty’s people at home, will suffer no diminu-
tion under Your Majesty's gracious rule.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN (Halifax). I have
little to add, Mr. Speaker, to the very
eloquent and appropriate words in which
my right hon. friend, the Prime Minister,
has moved his resolution, beyond saying
that it will meet, I am sure, with the cor-
dial approval and support of every member
of this House.

The right hon. gentleman has well re-
ferred to the condition of this country at
the time when Her Gracious Majesty as-
cended the Throne, and its condition at the

| present time. Then there were five or six

disconnected provinces, having little means
of inter-communication, with hostile tariffs
between them. with our North-west a wilder-
ness, and with British Columbia an un-
known country. Now we find this great
country, from the Atlantic to the Pacific,
governed by one parliament, subject to the
same general laws; and instead of rebellion,
we see our volunteer soldiers returning
home from fighting the battles of the empire
across the seas. It is truly a great change,
and a change which has been, to no small
extent, brought about by the influence of
Her late Majesty.

I may be permitted to add a word with
respect to the interest which Her Majesty
always took in her colonies on this side of
the Atlanticc. We well remember how
anxious she was that the measure should
pass which resulted in the confederation of
these provinces. I may recall the words
which Sir John Macdonald addressed to
Her Majesty on the occasion of his interview
at that time. ‘We have desired,’ he said,
“in this measure to declare, in the most
solemn and emphatic manner, our resolve

-



