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Our good neighbor, The Mail and
¢ pire, rises to remark :

é

Em-

f province may not bg

tent to put an emb‘ar.o'ugmv the ex-
of the ore or matte certain of
rio nickel fields are now vielding.
But the Dominion Parliament has pow-

:l' to-do thls“nd’b;na.t :!”ta 3
government
m%mag &ercuo that power,
;vll;lch. however, the government never
Just what obstacle the nickel commis-
slon’s. report clears out of the way of
| efther the Ontario or Dominion Govern-
ment, our neighbor does not explain,
# Everyone knew long before ‘the nickel
% commission®.was heard of that. nickel
& could be refined in Canada. The burden
s of proof was upon those that asserted
§ .the contrary. ‘No-argument was ever put
; up except that a great deal of salt water
, was required in the . refining process,
which could be obtained in New Jersey
; from the Atlantic Ocean. Yet when the
i International Nickel Co. came to build a
refinery in this country it was located in

Ontario on the borders of an unsalted

! sear %

Meanwhile the way is cleared for that
¢ “thorogoing legisiation” which The Mail
has “always advocated.” After. many
" 4 years of frightful  struggle The Mail
« achieves a notable victory. ‘Day in and
; day out it advocated an export duty upon
nickel ore, so as to compel the refining]
. of nickel in Ontario. Year after year,
! without ceasing, it called first upon the
i Laurier and then upon the Borden gov-
‘ ernment to act, and toract quickly, Day
‘ after day and year dfter year it called in
* tones of thunder upon the Ross, the Whit-
ney and the Hearst governments to break
the stranglehold of the nickel trust. In-
deed, it got so for a time that nothing
else appeared in The Mail and Empire
except strong articles on the nickel ques-
tion. The World apparently did not know
that there was any nickel in Ontario, and

11 had never a word to say on the subject!

Would it not be well for The Mail, now
that it has achieved so notable a victory,
to reproduce the flery editorial assaults

i 1t made from time to time upon the In-
ternational Nickel Co. and the govern-
ments at Toronto and Ottawa? Strangely
enough, we do not remember seeing any

n of them. Perhaps they were printed in

+ the trade edition, and did not get into
the paper that circulates in Toronto. At
any rate, no one can remember ever see-
ing a word in The Mail condemning the
nickel trust or calling upon the Do-

" minfon and Provinclal Governments to

* break its stranglehold.

Yet, if The Mail said nothing in the past
twenty years, it did a lot of thinking., It
wanted the government to compel the
nickel trust to refine its product in On-
tario. It wanted an export duty to put
the New Jensey refinery out of business,
80 far as Canadian nickel ore was con-
cerned. It wanted the nickel resources
of this province so conserved and safe-

" guarded that not an ounce could find its
way by any chance to the enemy. It
wanted the company to pay a million dol-
lars a year in taxes instead of'a beggarly
forty thousand dollars. It was Justly in-
digngnt at the Hearst-Nesbitt agreement,
which permitted the company to get from
under its just burden of taxation by pay-

' ing to the province forty thousand dollars
a year,

But, 80 far as the record goes, 50 far as
we can learn, The Mail never gave &x-
pression to any of these sentiments. Some
fatal force repressed its noble rage. Often
it wanted to speak, and its frame fairly
shook with convulsive emotion, but still
it ‘remained silent. Now, however, that
the fight seems to be fairly over and the
battle won, The Mail emerges from the
cyclone cellar and pins the Victoria Croes

¢ upon its heaving breast.

Everybody will soon bhe applying for
medals and pensions. Soon it may appear
that Hon. Frank Cochrane has been con-
ducting a furious campaign against the
nickel company, ably seconded by ¥Hon.
Howard Ferguson. The News, Star and
Globe will be clainiing Distinguished Con-
duct Medals. Ilven Wallace Nesbitt will
prove after a while that he has been alil
along a staunch upholder of public rights
and the relentless foe of the nickel trust!

Boys For the Farm.

Three ex-school teachers Protested in
the legislature on Tuesday against the
plan proposed by the Provincial “Organ-
ization of Resources Committee' to have

¢ high echool lads go to the country in
Summer to help on the farms, J
It is by no means certain that -an ex-
% teacher is the best authority on boys in
iy “uch a connection as this. The lhrv.c are
; 48reed that boys have nothing in \'iv-w‘
but a summer's loafing, Ordinarily this
would be true, and, according to the aver-
ageé teacher’'s method of giving a boy
work to do, as a boy, he would natumﬂ‘:,'
feel bound to shirk it. Teachers too rare-
¢« ly appeal to a boy's imaginstion. Most
boys come under the rule laid down by
-some Saxon that “Irishmen hate Worlt,
but Jove action.” If the high svhoo)\boys
are taken out to hoe corn and weed
onions and spray potatoes, and save hay,
there may be a disposition to shirk, but
if they are taken out to the country to
save the empire, and are made to feel
that they are contributing In some de-
sree to the completion of the great task
thelr fathers and b and friends are
working at in the trenches and the bat-
tlefields of Flanders and France, there.is
not & boy of them but will do his best.

.Ammm.nﬂumm‘

{

"eopy, $2.80 per yeas, |

no %uch re

suct the call to, the col-

A plan is being laid before the public
today to interest the boys in the move-
ment by the preparation of essays, for
which prizes are offered, and to this we
commend attention. The last news from
France is the calling out of the class of
1918 for active service. . When the boys
of France are needed in the ranks, we
ought ‘to be thankful that no greater
service is asked of our own lads than a

A Good Example.

Ex-Mayor Geary has done much to
maintain a high and honorable standard
of public service since he went into
khaki. - His last act, in setting an ex-
ample to the seekers of soft snaps, and
reverting to.junior rank In order to get
to the front, is one that should not pass
without comment. "We have had occa-
slon to differ with Major—now Lieuten-
ant-i«ury on' civie policies, but this is
something on which there can be no dif-
ference of opinion.

Hundreds of men have been hanging
back from -service because they. could
not get ‘‘placed.’”” There 18 always plenty
of room at the front, if men wish to go
to the front. The man who struts about
in uniform; for the- years of the war and
does no service in front of the enemy
must not expect to come in for the glory
of the medaled heroes of the line.

Wrten the boys come home they will
own Canada. There should be no mistake
made about that. The men who have
slacked or funked or allowed anything
but the most valid and undisputed of
reasons to detgr them from the field of
battle will have little hold- on public
life In the coming generation.

. - .

Woman Suffrage in Britain.
Ex-Premier Asquith has had an op-
portunity to study the woman suffrage
question from a new point of view. He
was the greatest barrier to the adoption
of a suffrage measure three years ago,
and his conversion removes one of the
most serious obstacles at the present
time. Premier Lloyd George has never
been an opponént’ of woman suffrage,
but he had to submit to the lead of his
chief. Now the conditions are reversed,
and there is no doubt of the enfranchise-
ment of the women of QGreat Britain in
a short time.
The question has come up in the dis-
cussion over the extension of the life of
parliament. The extension is to be till next
November, when further extension may
be necessary.

The shortness of the period adds some
weight to the views of those who antici-
pate an early close to the war, but the
war and politics  are still too widely
separated to warrant deductions of this
kind.

It is proposed that the franchise be
practically on the same basis as’ for men,
and ‘there is to be a relaxation of the
conditions of occupancy, three months
instead of the longer term being men-
tioned. It is admitted also that women
will vote at the next election.

Sir Robert Borden, in the midst of all
these British reforms, can scarcely avoid
imbibing something of the British spirit
and bringing home a definite resolve to
enfranchise the women of Canada.

In. connection with the franchise re-
form another radical change recommend-
ed by the committge on electoral reform
is to be adopted. All the elections are
to be held on one day, as in Canada and
the United States, instead of being
spread over several weeks, as heretofore,
The war 18 & movement and a means of
democracy, and whatever may be gained
externally the internal changes brought
about by the war are most notable and
progressive. The German doctrine of
the . beneficial ol‘_fcrts of war is working
out In ways which the Germans them-

selves never anticipated, the kaiser least
of all.

e T A
The Nickel Tax.

Hon. Mr. Ferguson of the proy
government yesterday introduced his »in
to amend the Mining Tax Act. At pres-
ent there is a tax of three per cent. upon
the net profits of mining companies; the
amendment increases the tax to five per
cent.. upon net profits up to $5,000,000, to
SiX per cent. on net profits in excess of
$5,000,000 and up to the $10,000,000 mark.
The tax is seven per cent. upon the net
profits between $10,000,000 and $15,000,~
000, eight per cent. upon net profits be-
tween $15,000,000 and $20,000,000 and so
on, a super tax of oné per cent. being
added for each additional $5,000,000. The
law is to be retroactive, dating back to
Jan. 31, 1915,

The net result of the legislation win
be the payment of a large lump sum in
the way of back taxes by the Interna-
tional Nickel Company. The people will
be disappointed if the company is not
ijr-'uﬁuir'ml to pay at least $1,000,000 at
once into the provincial treasury, Per-
more will be collected, and we
should hereafter collect every year from
the nickel trust at least $500,000.

This would certainly be a great boon to
the province, which year after year has
been accepting from the International
Nickel Company $40,000 in full of all de-
mands for taxation. The World is fully
vindicated by the action of the govern-
ment; except for its persistent campalign
the arrangement first made by Mr.
Cochrane, as minister of mines, and con-
tinued by his successor, the present pro-
vincial premler, would still be in forpe.

incial

haps

healthful summer in useful farm service. |
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But the proof of the pudding is in the
eating. From 1907 to 1914, inclusive, the
International Nickel Co.’s net earnings
aggregated many million dollars, and by
the Mining Taxation Aect, passed in 1907,
the province was entitled every year to
receive three per cent. of these profits.
Yet the law was so in_erpreted and en-
forced that the province received yeard
after year just $40,000, no more, no less,
no matter how enormoug the company’s
profits might be. The great Iloss the
province suffered was not due to any
defect in the law, but to thé way in
which the law was construed and exe-
cuted. ; !
The rate of taxation is doubled by the
proposed legislation, but we would be
sorry to think that the company is to
escape by merely paying $80,000 per year,
instead of $40,000. We hope, on the con-
trary, that the law will be so construed
and enforced that ten times the former
annual revenue from taxation will ' bej
realized by the province.

We would be glad to See the new law
take effect, not as of Jan, 1, 1915, but as

to see- a mine assessor appointed = who
would ‘construe and enforce the law in
the way the nickél commission has sug-
gested. The International Nickél Co. in
equity and good conscience owes this
province to date several million dollars.

Great Offensive Against

Italy May Be Essayed
Rome, March 28.—The predicted great
offensive against Italy by the cenfral
powers continues to be the chief topic
in military and political
circles, Field Marshal Von Hindenburg
1s credited with aiming at an invasion
of France across a prostrate Italy. In
this connection' General Di Rossi, com-
mander of the Montenegrin troops, serv-
ing with the Italian army, writes:
“A terrible and desperate attack ig in
preparation against our lines. Every one
foresees it and even the eénemy an-
nounces it in order to intimidate us by
threatening Italy with the rate of Ru-
maniar and Serbia.” !

JUDGE APPROVES BYLAW.

Judge Coutsworth has . approved the
bylaw authorizing the changing of the
names of Agnes, Anderson, St. Patrick
and Anthur streets to West Dundas street
and Wilton avenue to  East Dundas street.
The matter came before him recently and
he reserved deeision, which was an-
nounced vesterday. The matter will now
come before council for its final approval.

BOOKS ON GARDENING.

The Lest books on gardening are in the
fifteen public libraries in the city, and
there opens this week the fifth annual
exhibition of boogks on gandening, pam-
phlets seed catalogs, and, indeed, every-
thing that helps for gardening and better
and greater production from the soil
This exhibition, as usual, is in the pub-
lic reference lbrary.

NOTHING!

A testator, whose will is just proved,

states therein: “I bequeath to my once

dear wife nothing. She left me for

nothing, and wants for nothing, and

;have nothing more to say respecting
er.” \

appiness
elpfulness
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WILL BE NUISANCE
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U. S. Government Would
Take Eight Dollars From
All Crossing Border.

That serious: loss of business, to-
gether, with extra time, work and
trouble will be suffered by Canadian
railroads and steamship lines operat-
ing with international traffic unless
the new United Statés immigration
law ‘is amended or construed to ex-
clude Camadians from the clause re-
quiring a per capita tax of $8 on all
immigrants, was the almost unanimous
opipion of Taronto railroad and steam-
ship. offiglals. intenwiewed yesterday.

The méw bill, whigh was passed by
congress shortly begfore its adjourn-

ok

of Jan. 1, 1910. We would also be gladjiment, and whichy becomes effective

May 1, was aimed to prevent illiterate
aliens from entering the country. The
legislation now in for¢e imposes a head
tax of $4 upon all immigrants enter-
ing the United States exTept those
coming from the adjoining countries
of Canada and Mexico, The new act
raises the per capita .tax -to $8, and
has no clause exempting. Canadians
or Mexicans.

Under this law, unless it is modified
or interpreted to exempt the Cana-
dian tourist or immi t, any Cana-
dian traveling to Buffalo, Detroit,
Lewiston or any other ecity in that
country will be required to deposit a
tax of $8. This sum will be returned
to him. after he has come back to
Canada and proven that he was a
tourist. It is particularly with refer-
ente to this peint that railroad offi-
cials and immigration inspectors fore-
see trouble and anmoyance, :

Dominion Immigration Agent Wil-
son, District Passenger Agent W. B.
Howard of the C.P.R., W. E. Burke of
the Canada Steamship Lines, besides
other railroad officials who were in-
terviewed, were all of the belief that
efforts now being made by Ottawa
immigration officials, the Canadian
Government, Dominion railroads, as

INMIGRATION TAX

comes to Canada to visit comes with-
in the scope of the new law. ' The
former will have to establish his na-
tionality to the satisfaction of the
railroads and immigration officials be-
fore he can' visit his home .country.
The latter, while he will not be
Jeeted to the law in coming to the Do-
minion, will ' be compelled to prove his
identity upon his return trip.

NON-SUPPORT CHARGES

WILL NOW BE HEARD

Herbert Egan, Who Did Not Re-

member Marrying Wife, is.
Now Being Triec_l.

¥

&

The“case for the prosecution was com-
pleted last evening before Judge Ceats-
wonth in the sessions in Herbert
Egan is charged with the non-support of
this 18-year-old wife, Alice, who testi-
fied that she was married to the defend-
ant on i}he night of Janua
and thal he.had never lived her and
never assisted in her support outside of
givi her five dollars on the day of the
marriage. TRev. J. W, Atkens, pastor of
the Metropolitan Methodist Church, stat-
ed that he had married the man and wo-
man and that he when the man
first came 1o him that he had been drink-
ing and that when he returmed he asked
if he bad been drinking and the man
had denied having done so and declared
that he was in full possession of his
sences, The case will proceed this morn-
ing.

Herbert Egan ¢s the mar who appeared
in the morality department on the Mon-
day following his mearriage and had de-
clored -that a woman had produced o
marriage certificate and claimed him as
her husband, but he did not remember
anything about ft.

May Call Public Meeting
To Denounce Street Railway

-

Mayor Church stated last night that
he had decided to call a special meet-
ing of the board of control at 10 a.m.
today to consider the advisability of
holding a publit meeting at Massey
Hall for full and free discussion of the
serious problem created by the inade-
quate street railway service.

“I have been deluged today with
protests- from  ecitizens regarding the
company’s attitude,” he said. “The
street raidlway persistently defles the
legislature, railway:board and courts,
and the failure of the Torento mem-

well as United States railroads and
border. cities, will result in an amend-
ment to the la:
react upon the
trafiic.

which will favorably |
anadian-United States
They were all hopeful, if not |

law -would be changed to at least re-
duce to a minimum the loss of busi-
ness and trouble which would other-
wise be the outcome of such drastic
legislation. {

U.S. Consul Chester W. Martin has
not as yet received a copy of the bill,
but said that he believed it would be
construed by Canadian and American
immigration officials to exclude the
Canadian traveler.

Will Affect Travel,

If the law as it now reads is ap-
plied to traffic between and
the United Statés the result will be
a comsiderable decrease of businecss
to the rafiroads and steamship lines.
There is constant travel between New
York, Detroit, Buffalo and other cities
and Canada over both Canadian lines
and American roads. Much of this
consists of business trips, and the re-
mainder is made up of immigration
and fourist travel. The former would
be reduced, the immigration would be
restrictéed and the tourist travel would
be greatly decreased, according to
rallroad officials,

The railroad ticket office clerks
would add the tax of $8 to the fare of
a prospective passenger after the lat-
ter had proved that he could read and
write. But this, according to M#.
Howard, of the C. P. R, won't pre-
vent a friend of an {lliterats from buy-
ing the ticket and giving it to the im-
migrant. 4

Mr, Howard believes that some de-
cision similar to t affecting the
Windsor-Detroit trafic will be an-
nounced. Many Windsor residents
work in Detroit and make daily trips
between the two cities.

Identification cards bearing the pho-
tograph and signature of the owner
liave been issued to be used as sub-
stitutes for passports, thereby expe-
diting the journey of the Windsor pas-
senger and eliminating examination by
the immigration imspectors. These
could be issued to all Canadians who
make periodical trips to American
cities, he suggested.

Apparently even thé American liv-

American

confident, that the provisions of the

bers of the legislature to line up in
protection of the city's interests is
largely responsible for the situation.
If the local members would present a
united front against the  railway we
could get relief in twenty-four hours.
It is a deplorable statewof affairs, and
the city council may consider calling
for the resignation of certain of the
city’s represemtatives in the legisla-

sub--
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/BUILDING OPERATIONS
- SHOW GREAT GROWTH |

i B

Permits' Issued Are For. Three
Times the Value of Those For
Same Périod Last Year. ,

Building permits for Toronts for the
first three months of this year will' be
three times greater in value than th
of the corresponding period last year.
Already the total for factories. this
year is $614,875, It was only $234,-
085 for ithe first quarter of 1916, '}
-So far this year the/number of
dwellings is 101, valued at 3240,’ 5.
For the first three monthsg of 19186,
number was 57, and the value §
sso\ifa.'nehouses show little differeiios
;16:3 comparnison being $52,200 and Pl
A long jump. has been made in
buildings classified as miscel
which include hydro

date this year the value s

$182,300

first three months of 1916,
Sir Herbert B. Ames Helps

‘Washington, March 28.-—8Sir Hefbert
B. Ames, member of the Canadian Par-
liament, and organizer of the C
Patriotic Soclety’s fund for relief of
families of volunteers, tonight held the
first of a series of conferences Wwith
government officials and preparedness
advocates to advise them on the ad-
mifnistration of & similar fund for, de-
pendents of American soldiers in ease
of war. (

Sir Herbert is accompanied by
Aemilius Jarvis, of Toronto, ancther!

TORONTO SUNDAY

while the total was only $7500 for the {

d these words and the

ofi our new “Silent Parlog”

of all matches contained j
or soaked in a chemical

once they have been light
FIRE from glowing ma

Whitby will, in a large me
be}n:’ somewhat ro'n;ovod

eight cottages, equipped

ef

» Jearn of at l&wt ‘one éOnrafimeng: ‘home
afford satisfactory qmmod#;qp-tor the returned he

laneous,
etc. To | ang.

Simpson, Lieut. BE. A.
Leighton, all doing satis

SUGGESTED BY ENGQLU

of

. in ¢

the superintendent of the

Generai Hospital will be.
formation.,

full informat ;
AND MAYBE SHE WAS

organizer of the Canadian fund. To-
morrow he will confer with officials of

ture.”

the stats, war and navy departmentg.

‘house any more than you
wouldn't worry me
¥ree Press.

eith

BREWED EXCLUSIVELY
FROM MALT

ing in Canada o the . who

s AND HOPS

sparkle and puri

® 7

3

A Spmkﬁng, Sag Lager/*"

Many people cannot tell the difference

9

. between O’Keefe’s Imperial Lager and im- |
ported lagers. You will find all the flavour,"
ty are maintained in L

IMPERIAL  LAGER

Brewed for local sales

Hotels

. On Draught at all

_ Tell your Dealer to send you a case for
your table use. Be sufe you get O’Keefe's.

THE O’KEEFE BREWERY CO. LIMITED
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