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In India and in the numerous islands of the Atlanfio ^r #h« i

«

d^an Ocean, once umler French rule and now British eveJI testis

tLn!'r'^^
occupation and civilisation disappereld Z-S tl^ if

In America, had England remained in possession of her owncolon e» mo«Uy peopled by settlers speaking EnglTshrndpr^tiX
all religions but the Roman Catholic (Maryfand excepted) t^efa^f

hZZ "^'"4" ^°"^ "^^'^ »^«^* "^'^ sMar to thafof ^enchHindustan. The moral conquest would soon have follow^ the mi

w^s^'^ "^e''?nlrtr"^.^"°"-
^"* Providence had deTrfed othT :wise. The English Royalists of Virginia and Carolina, the sternPuritans and Covenanters of New England, the mild OuakerTofPennsy vania, as well a, the half-British and half4)utch potation

Kin^ L 1!JL^ ^"^
Amsterdam, all rebelled against tt.?Srmsh

?^ Cat^or!?^ 'r"/£' ^""^ ^"'P'"- Alone, the «ew French

«Si,^n i^^ ^°o^^'^™* remained faithful to their oath of

m!SiT «"i*°«»>J«* Great Britain to keep hold of her new con'quered dependency, while she was losing each and every one of thethirteen colonies established and peopled by her own sons.

wpii^.Y/'^'fT
»r,^"*"^«' J presume, and largely from shrewd andwell cateulated policy, the British governement thought proper to

T^"7lnf!^ li
**^' '''•^"^^

i^°"^'^°^
*^^ "«^» *° live ofatKly!

nliZf L^^t"^
a guarded measure of political independenceHaving found that the moral influence of the Roman Catholic

twf^ '^!!; l^.^a'est guarantee of their own political influence,they ©ranted to the authorities of that Church a measure of resfpectand liberty which was still denied to the Roman Catholics of GreatBWtam or other parts of the Empire. True, in the treaty of Paris.R^nce had stipulated that the existence ef the Roman Catholic^urch would be acknowledged and respected in the colonv. Rut

SriTwif V'?i!?rr^*?' *° *°'"'^*^ «"y *r««ty provision against
the ill-wiU of Great^ritain; and past and subsequent events haveproved that treaty stipulations are frequently broken, when they
are not backed eUher by force in the hands of the stinulator or bysen interest on Che part of the consenting party. Fortunately for
French Canada, British self interest, long distance from England
and territorial closeness to the American Republic, were all causewWch militated in her favour and enabled her to secure religious
and civil liberty, and eventually political autonomy, long before
Ireland, far from America and close to England, was capable of
scbievjng the same enviable result.

Upon the history of the half-secular struggle for Home Rule in

if°Tl'v
"*^

°f*
^^®" * present. In justice to all, however, itsho^ be remembered that although the French were the pioneers

in this respect, as they have been In all spheres of civilisation in
Amertea, they were soon aided by a noble phalanx of English and
scotch settlers, and even by numerous deaceodants ol United Ekn-


