
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES
ON THE

SUBJECT OF THE CONFEDERATION OF IHE BRITISH

NORTH AMERICAN PllOVINC^ES.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, i

TuESPAV, Ith Ffhrtwrij, 1805.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBKFiL said that .yester-

day lie hnd pnmiiwd to t;ivc to tlu-. IIouFC

to-day ail cxphiiation of the iirovisum con-

tained iu tlie 1-Uh resolution relating to tlie

selection of member.'; for the Legislative

Council of the Gcncial Legislature. This

resolution read as follows :

—

11. The first selection of the Mcmlnn-s of the

Lo'islativo Coiiucil shall he made, except as re-

L'i«,°ds Prince I'^Jwani Island, from the Lejjisla-

tive Councils oi the various Provinces, so far a.-

H snilieieiit number l)e found qualified and wil-

ling to serve ; such Members shall bo appointed

1)T tlie Crown at the n'oommi'ndation of the

(jeiieral Hxecutive GoveniineMt, upon the nomi-

nation of the respective Local OovernmenU, and

in such nomination due regard Hliall he liad to

the claims of the Members of the Ijej^islativc

Council of the Opposition in each Province, so

that all political parties may as nearly as possible

bo fairly represented.

And under it the lirst rcconnnendatiou for

the appointment of Legislative CouncillorB

from Canada would, should the Confederation

Kchcmc be adopted, come from the existing

(Jovcrnment of this province. In making

f-uch recommendations, the spirit of the reso-

lution would be carefully observed, and both

fides in this House and as well life as elected

meirbers, be equally considered and fairly re-

presented in the new Parliament.

Hon. Mu.FLINT begged to in(iuire whether

the resolutions before the House were in all

respects the same as those sent to the members.

Ho.v. Me. CAMPBELL said they were not

in one particular precisely as first printed,

there being a clause in those before the House

to allow New Brunswick to impose a duty on

timber and logs, and Nova Scotia on coal,

which wa? not fonnc! in ihc first ; ns for tho

other provinces, the imposition of such duties

wan reserved to the General Legislature.

(Hear, hear, from Jlr. CniRlK.)

Hon. Mil. CAMPBE! J. sn.idhe hoped that

honorable members would i ather ahl in uirtiicr-

ing the scheme tiian take pleasure in detect-

in" the supposed causes of opposition. (Hear.)

Hon. Mn. CIIRUIE asked whether the de-

ference between the two sets of resolutions

was merely a misprint.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL (ould not say

whether it was owing to a misprint or to an

error in the manuscript.

Hon. Mr. CURRIE again asked whether

the members of the Conference had not signed

the instrument containing its resolutions?

Hon. Mr.CAMPBELL could only say that

the resolutions now before the House truly

and expressly represented the conclusions the

Conference had arrived at. (Hear, hear.)

Those conciuBions had not been changed.

Hon. Mk. CURRIE then rose and said

that the measure now before the House was

the most important one ever submitted to a

Colonial Legislature, and he hoped to be able

CO approach it with entire freedom fron, party

spirit, and without the purpose of finding out

unnecessary objections. He hoped he woald,

at all times, be able to judge of the measures

presented with the fairness and candour ot a

Canadian and a British subject. At the out-

set he would, however, say, that the project

now before the House had taken the country

by surprise. The first time he had ever ad-

dressed the House lie was rci>orted to liavc

spoken thus:

—

That by a courw of le^fislatioii alike moderate,

prudent and upright, it will vet ho the lot of some

present to live and see the day when Canada will

[)0 the centre of a noble British North Amencaii

Conlederacy ejtendiui; from iho Atlantic to the


