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MrkiH,ul,..ltr,> tliat tl.rv owo.l iiiiv rc<,'ar(l to slavery or were
I'"iwhI (.. l,H,k (.11 (Icriii^r iMindmeii as the j-ropcrty ..f the
-sl.iM'lr ,;. rs, n„ matter h,,u the hiw.s read. It was also
a prattieal im-aiis of i.riiiirintr anti-slavery principles to the
aitcntion of tiie lukewarm or pro-slavery peoj.le in free
states; and nf ronvinrintr iI,o South that the al.olitionist
movement was sineere and efl'ective. Aijove all. tin- I'nder-
ground Railroad was the opportunity for the i„.ld and
adventurous; it lia.l the excitement of piraey, the seerecy
"I hur-lary, the darintr of insurrection

; to the pleasure of
nheviu'^' the poor iiei^-ro's sutreriny^s it added the triumph
of snapiiini,' one's finj^^crs at the slave-catcher; it developed
cooln.ss, indilVerenee to dan,<Tcr, and cpiickness .,f resonree.

Tile liist task of the historian of the rnderLrronud iJailroad
IS to e-atlier his material, and the characteristic of this hook
is to consider the whole question on a l.asis of est.il.lished
facts. Tile effort is timely; for there are still livin;,', or were
living' when the work hcrr.m, many hundreds of persons who
knew the intimate history of parts of the former secret system
of transportation; the book is most timely, for t'lese invalu-
al.le details are now fast disappcarin;; with the death of the
aet.)rs in the drai ,. rrofess..r Siehert has rescued and ])ut
on record events which in a few years will li,-ve ceased to he
m the mci cry of living men. lie has done for the history
of slavery what the students of ballad and folk-lore have
done for literature

; he has collected perishing materials.
Henuniseence is of course, standing alone, an insulticient

Ikisis for lustcuieal generalization. On that point Professor
Siebert has been careful to explain his principle : lie (L,es not
attempt to generalize from single memories not otherwise
s.'l.stantialed. but to use reminiscences which confirm caih
other, to search out telling illustrations, and to discover
what the tendencies were from numerous contrasted testi-
monies. Actual contemporarv records are scanty; a few are
here preserved, such as David Putnam's memorandum, and
Campbcirs letter; and the crispness which they give to the


