
Chiirifr to the Cle tjy of thu Dioctm: of Fnihrictitn.

nityl.: to III'. It' itiir nrtiif lu- far iiolili-r than tlu' hin- of tin- |ifii|iU'

fur a iiiorM I of Itri'iul ; if wc Hcck to iiIi-mnc <iiMl latlici* Mian man; if

Wi' iiwiiit th«' jinlj/mciit «»f our ^lal't^'r, whom' wonl " |»i»T»'«'H \\n vwu
to thi' tlivi«lini; of hoiiI i.nil Mpirit, at»«l "liHrovi'rii'j.* thf thonyhtH ami
intt'UtH <»f thi' I.fail," what mainur i»»' pcrHons oiij;ht \vt' to Ik-?

What intt'u'rity, what «lili<,'«'ncc. what faithfllIn^'^M, what Ht'iiouM

stu<ly, wliat nol.l«in.f.H of |»ui'|iom', what h!,»alt) to thr Chiircii, what
«l|j*ort'»ion, what iK'ailiu'NH to thi' worjil, what wt'i}.i;hiii>x of th«' Scrip-

tiirt', what "rijH'ni'NH ami |m rffttrn'ss" of -ij^t" in ('liii!*t, what
watthfuIn«'HM in tT, .vhat |>ati«m'c' ami hifriility, what <'oiiraj(t'

ami >tia<lfaHtm';''' hat can' f'»r cviry ^olll ciniriiittcfl to tmr i\\\\v<iv

wiionhl \sv ••on'in.i. illy show. Siin-ly llM-tiim-of a l{i.«*lio|i's \ isitation

nIii!u1<1 Ik' a tinu' of < Iono rt'i'l4'»iiiii<; with ourNj'lvt'H ' How im|MTtVctlv

havi' Wf fn'.lil' ! our inii.istryl What mjiurii-uniin^is an- ihtit in all

our Hi-rviii'Ml la li-o forty-xt'conil y»'ar of niy K|»i^«•^•|>att•, no Icsh

than fifty of tlic fit riry liavi- lnun rallfil to tlii-ir •. , mt. As I ( /i>,t

my t'yi' Hon-owfiiily over tliis mimlirr, ami w- i. .»•; at (i.iil's sparing'

nu'H'y to inyst'If, I sliiKiili'i- at tiu' tliou;;Iit tliat I may prove wanting'

in that /t'al, «t»ailfastni'SM, t'ouram- ami liiimility wliicli niakf nn' an

oxainplf to you wlio still remain ainori<;st us.

*' The j>vici<t''s lijtH shtiiild knp knoir/cff(/i\^^ Kanu'stnt'ss ami
intt-urity of pu/posc aiv ifroat jxifts, Init t.. " present critical

iv^v «lemamls more of us. The l<no\>Ie«li;e wliicli the priest's

lips slutuld dispense is of wider r!ii.i,'e, !'i:d of various Ivimls.

In former days, poor and ignorant peopU' t.<iilv for granted

all that their pastor .said, and made no fiivtlier in<niiry. Ih- must
know what was riulu. They were simple and coiitidinL;-. That
was enoU!j;li. l>iit it is not so now. Kverythin;j: is cilled in

({Ui'Htion, .'ind tlie wliole world is turiu'd loose to iucjuire, to .auritate,

to debate, to applaud or to condemn. Wliat chance lias tiie s ,np!«

niimleil ck-n.^niau wlio merely reads his cliapttr witliout thought,

and performs Ids oftice witlnn.; l<no\vin<j: the liistory of the Praver

l>')olv and wli.it is essential to a riiflit understaiidiiii; of it? TIh'

priest's know Ii'dj^e sliould above .all be liiltle knowled^'e, for tliis is

the piiint in which so many of his hearers :»re <leficient, and this

involves consttint l.'ibor antl the most diligent in(iuir_y. It is easy to

select scnijis of the EuLjlisli version and (iu:)te them autlioritat"- ely

on all occasions. Uiit if we consider how the Bible is coiistriicted,

wluit kiu>vvledge is recjuired of history, of the <jraduai education uf


