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all oilier requisites for the success of the expedit
the health and comfort of its nieuibt

lou, as Well a>

, ,

I'S "^vill, we doubt iu)t, meet
th( approbation of Congress and be highly appreciated by all
persons interested in Arctic e.\i)lorations.

From the foregoing statement it must be evident that the i)i().
visions for exploration and scientific research in tiiis case are
as ample as those which have ever been made for any other
Arctic expedition, and should the results not be commensurate
with the anticii.ations in regard to them, the fact caunot'be
attributed to a want of interest in the enterinise or to inade-
(puK-y of the means which have been aiforded.

We have, however, full confulence, no^ only in the ability of
Caitain Jlall and his naval associates to make important addi
tioiis to the knowledge of the geography of the ])olar region,
but also in his interest in science and his determination t") do'
all in his ])o\ver to assist and liicilitate the scientitic o])erations.
Ai>pendedto this letter is the series of instructions prepared"

by the committee of tlie Academy, viz: the instructions on
astronomy, by I'rofessor Xewcomb; on magnetism, tides, .S:<-.,

by Professor J. ]<:. Ililgard; on meteorology, by Professor
Llenry; on natural history, by Professor IS. pVEaird

; on geol-
ogy, by Professor Meek; and on glaciers, by Professor Agirssiz.

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient ser-
vant,

JOSEPH HENRY,
Prcsi'lent of the Xational Academy of Scieuccs.

Hon. Gkokge 3r. Kf)i}ESO\,

Sccretari/ of f/tc Xftnj.

INSTKUCTIONS.

(iEMIRAL DIKECTIOXS TN KECiATJH TO THE Mr>DE OF KEEP
ING KECOIJD.S.

Records of <>hserratio)is.—U is of the first importance
that in all instrumental observations the fullest record be
made, and that the original notes be preserved carefully.

In all cases the actual instrumental readings must be recorded,
and if any corrections are to be applied, tiie reason tor these

corrections must also be recorded. For instance, it is not sullli-

cient to state the index error of a sextant; the maiiiicr of ascer-


