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dressed, though there was but one class. Tliere was
neither smoking- nor spitting. Soon after dark we
arrived at Boston, and put up at the Revere House, an
excellent and spacious hotel. By permission of the
mayor, I visited the schools in company of the Super-
intendent. M. Silj'strom, the Swede, has given a full
account of them. There are three classes, the common
or district school, the English high school, and the
Latin high school. Great pains are taken to win the
attention of the children by kindness, and to encourage
them to keep themselves neatly dressed and clean.
Never have I seen before such animated and hai)py
faces at school, though I may have met scholars that
have done as well. The children of rich and poor
were there alike together, equally well dressed, and
equally well treated. I asked the Superintendent how
it was that the poor children were so well dressed.
To whicli he answered, that if a boy came dirty and
untidy to school the others laughed at him, and teased
him about it. The child, too, felt a pride in being
equal to his companions, and teased his parents until
they made him so. It was very rarely, indeed, that the
mistress had occasion to speak to the parents on the
subject. If there were anything further that I saw
which distinguished these schools from others, it was
in the endeavours that were made to interest the chil-
dren themselves in their studies, to make them think,
and to teach them to turn what they learn to purposes
of usefulness. Once, and once only, did I ol)serve the
children dirty and ill clad, with sullen faces, many of
them as if they were under confinement, and showing
in their countenances and manner the marks of a de-


