
THE ROAD TO FRONTENAC.

portages, were the Miami's; and farther still,

the Illinois, whom the Sicur de la Salle and

Henri de Tonty had drawn close under the

arm of New France.

This chain of allies, with Du Luth's fort at

Detroit and a partial control over Niagara, had

given New France nearly all the fur trade of the

Great Lakes. The English Governor Dongan,

of New York, dared not to fight openly for it,

but he armed the Iroquois and set them against

the French. Menard had laughed when the

word came, in 1684, from Father de Lamber-

ville, whose influence worked so far toward

keeping the Iroquois quiet, that Dongan had

pompously set up the arms of his king in each

Iroquois village, even dating them back a year

to make his claim the mrve secure. Every old

soldier knew that more thai; decrees and coats

of arms were needed to win the Five Nations.

When La Barre succeeded Frontenac, lack-

ing the tact and firmness which had established

Frontenac's name among foes and allies alike,

he fell back upon bluster (to say nothing of the

common talk in Quebec that he had set out to

build up his private fortune by the fur trade).

Learning that, by his grant of Fort Frontenac,

La Salle was entitled to a third of the trade


