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and contented allegiance, but in the prompt set-

tlement of a great variety of questions of surpassing

complexity and difficulty. I point to all these

Colonies in a state of disorganization and danger

;

and then to the interests at home, which depend,

more or less, on the pi*oductiveness of Colonial

industry—to Birmingham and Sheffield—to Leeds,

Liverpool, and Glasgow, and to the great Colonial

shipping port of London. This done, instead of

searching after precedents, I would remind the

House of the Noble Lord's system, as described by

his immediate predecessor in office—the fatal sys-

tem of doing nothing at all I If truth and the public

interest are to prevail, the House will surely accede

to my motion, whether or not it be according to

precedent. \

One word more, and I shall no longer trespass

upon the patience of the House. It has been sug-

gested to me, that my motion would have been more

likely to be carried if it had applied, not to a par-

l;icular member of the government, but to the whole

administration. For the following reasons, I have

not listened to that suggestion. The subject relates

strictly to the Colonial Department, and I wish to

confine myself to the subject. It may be true that

the whole Cabinet should be held responsible for

the errors and defects of the Colonial-office—that

may be a good constitutional principle, but I am
not aware of it. Not being aware of it, I have

pursued the plain and simple course of attributing


