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PREFACE. ^
Now as to the other part of the fcntcnce quoted from

the governor '« that thia fyftem would be produ^ive of

" the moft important conlequences to a clafs of people

<< who bear the chief burthen of the taxes, and are the

•• fupport of the ftate of the community." If about two

millions the produce of the land tax at the highed, at

4$. in the pound, be the chief part of twelve millions,

the fum raifed in ihe kingdom, the governor's afTertion

is true ; or if he can prove that the taxes on confump*

tion, that are paid by the landed intereft, in common
with the reft of the people, exceed four millions for

their quota—a very pfobable circumftance! then we
may believe that the landed intereft pay the chief or

principal part of the taxes.

Who ought to bear a principal portion of the taxes ?

They who are moft interefted in the population of the

kingdom; and who are they but the landed intereft,

cfpecially thofe in the interior parts of the country ? For

what would their lands be worth without a fale at hand

for their produdls, too heavy to bear a charge of long

tranfportation, and is not the principal^confumption af-

forded by the matiufa{iurers in the inland towns ? There-

fore an increa/e, not a decreaje of theie confuviers is evi-

dently their intereft. The certain way to bring about 'he

latter ^ is to overcharge thofe people with taxes, and by -a

monopoly to compel them to take the produce of the

land at the land-worker's price. If this event is to be

avoided, it follows that the landholders Jljould bear a

covjiderahle portion of the taxes of the Jlatc, and allonu a

free commerce of the neceffaries of life.

I am no advocate for the landed intereft paying

more than they do, but only mean to fhew, that they

ihould not, in confequcnce of what they do pay, ima-

gine they have a right to make every intereft in the

kingdom fubfervient to whatfomc of them falllly eftcem

their own ; and for that purpofe we will compare the

burthens of the neighbouring nations.

In France, the landed intereft, be fides being dinrefied

by the non-allowance to export their produce (wine
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