
Havre than ufual, and no JJat-hotfomed-hoats^^

with which the Englifi minidry affedled to be

fo much frightened.

In this fituation what did the Britijh miniftry

do ? They had certain intelligence that there

was a real armament at Toulon of twelve men of

war of the line, five frigates, &c. ready to convoy

a powerful army, openly acknowledged by the

enemy to be defigned againfl: Minorca : and they

could not be ignorant of the diftrefs Mahon
was in for want of a fufficient garrifon, miners,

pioneers, &c, and the danger of its falling a prey

to fo powerful an attack, for want of a fuperior

fleet to cover the ifland from fuch an attempt

;

yet all this could only procure an order on thd

8th of March for ten (hips of the line to hold

themfelves in readinefs for the Mediterranean :

which fquadron was, on the i ith of the fame

month put under the command of Admiral JBv«^,

with an order for him to take on board the Earl

of 'Effingham^ General Stuart^ and other officers

and private men, ordered to their refpedtive pofts

and corps at Minorca and Gibraltar, But the

equipping of thofe ten (hips ' was attended with

^ Capt. Saiimarez, of the Ludlow Caftle^ ofF Havre-t

received the 9th. He further faid, that he flood in as near

as poffible in a cutter, and faw eight fail, four of whic^

were large fhips and ready for fea ; and was informed by ^

liftierman he took on the coaft, that they were two frigates

of 26 guns ordered to convoy two others to Brc/i.
" The Ramillies of 90 guns, the Culloden of 74, the

Buckingham^ Captain^ and Revenge ^70 guns, the Trident

and Intrepid of 64, the Lancajler of 66, the Kingjion and

Defiance of 6c guns,

L 4 fuch

I

I


