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fince our Indolence is at length awakcn'd, our Se-

curity alarmM, and every Bread feems to be fill'd

with thofe PafTions, which are enkindled by the

Lave ofbur Country, not only from this Inftance,

but alfo from many other Proofs, that the French

have of late Years gain'd very great Advantages

over us in Trade, ftirely no Opportunity ought to

be loft to excite every Briton to the Exertion of all

his Faculties to difcover the Caufe of fuch a fur-

prjzing Change, and to find out riich Expedients

as may enable us to bear up againft the flourifliihg

State and ambitious Views of the Common Dif-

turbers of Europe. . .

' In Order to anfwer fo defirable an End, it will

be neceflkry to fearch narrowly into the prefent

Srutc, Laws, Eftablifliments, and Rules of
Commerce, as well Foreign as Dorheftick, and to

retrench what is fuperfluous and inconvenient, and
to fupply what is infufficient by prudent Regu-
lations. ;.;'" :' '--> I'm
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rihall therefore fhew the wife Operations of the

French i.i Support of their Commerce and Colo-

nics, and the Confequences thereof; and fhall then

fct forth what has been done by the Engli/h in

Behalf of theirs ; and, after touching upon the

French Superiority and the Danger we are in from
any further Delay in altering our Meafures, I fliall

point out fuch Expedients as I humbly apprehend
will put a Stop to the late rapid Encreafe oi French

Tral% TVealth and Pmver. i^mm^
"%EIFIS ^W. King of France, * « having
•• at ai! Times been fenfible of what Importance it

*• ivas to the Welfare of the Stare to favour and
^* protect the Commerce of his People, as well
• within the Kingdom as out of it: And being,
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' *
*. Vide^ The Arret for elUblifhing a Council of Goirimerce,

^'^tfciie in the King's Council of State, hit Majefly i^rcfexif, aoc

' Vt^illti^ the 29th l^jcy of June >7«o. Sigu'd Pbefypiaux
aiia r^l'd, "'..'


