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operation that required short attendance; but, upon producing*

the lancets, their hearts failed them. They then all cried out

for the tabange^ which, in Arabic, means a pistol ; but what

they meant by this word was, the cupping instrument, which

goes off with a spring like the snap of a pistol. I had two of

these with me, but not at that time in my pocket. I sent my
servant home, however, to bring one, and, that samp evening,

performed the operation upon the three queens with great

success. The room was overflowed with an effusion of royal

blood, and the whole ended with their insisting upon my giv-

ing them the instrument itself, which 1 was obliged to do, after

cupping two of their slaves before them, who had no com-

plaints, merely to shew them how the operation was to be

performed.

' Another night I was obliged to attend them, and gave the

queens, and two or three of the great ladies, vomits. I will

spare my reader the recital of so nauseous a scene. The ipe-

cacuanha had great effect, and warm water was drunk very

copiously. The patients were numerous, and the floor of the

room received all the evacuations. It was most prodigiously

liot, and the horrid black figures, moaning and groaning with

sickness all around me, gave me, 1 think, some slight idea of

the punishment in the world below. My mortifications, how-

ever, did not stop here. 1 observed that, on coming into

their presence, the queens were all covered with cotton shirts;

but no sooner did their complaints make part of our conversu-

tion, than, to my utmost surprize, each of them, in her turn,

stript herself entirely naked, laying her cotton shirt loosely

on her lap, as she sat cross-legged like a tfulor. The custom

of going naked in these warm countries abolishes all delicacy

concerning it. I could not but observe that the breasts of

each of them reached the length of their knees.

' This exceeding confidence on their part, they thought,

merited some consideration on mine ; and it was not without

great astonishment that I heard the queen desire to see me in

the like dishabille in which she had spontaneously put herself.

The whole court of female attendants flocked to the spectacle.

Refusal, or resistance, were in vain. I was surrounded with


