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The decision of the coiiimis.sioncrs appointed iiiider this

ailicle was regarded by both Governments as final and con-
clusive, and under it the United States acquired the islands of
Moose, Frederick, and Dudley, in the Bay of Passarnatjuoddy.

Other articles of this treaty provide for the settlement of our
title with respect to various other portions of territory, and
under the commissions appointed for that purpose wo obtained
various ishinds in the St. Lawrence and the Northern Lakes.
These facts, I think, sir, are sutHcient to show that the Presi-

dent of the Unitj'd States, in assuming the ground that our
territorial rights or limits arc not the proper subjects of arbi-

tration, has not only departed from wiiat has been the uniform
practice of this Government in all cases of disputed territory

and boundary lint^s,bnt he holds a doctrine which is extremely
dangerous to the peace and honor of the nation. Holding, as

he does, in his own hands the absolute control over our for-

eign negotiations, it would be only nccessc-iry for him, if he
desired to throw the country itito a war, to embarrass them
with frivolous pretences, for the purpose of finally suspending
or breaking them off, and then declaring that, as negotiation

had failed, the nation must sustain him in an appeal to arms
for the purpose of acquiring any portion of territory lo which
he, for party i)urposes, may have thought proper to declare

our title to be "clear and unquestionable." It has been a
maxim of tliis Government, almost coeval with its foundation,

that we .should "ask nothing but that which is right, and sub-
mit to nothing that is; wron;; ." This maxim is sustained not
only by the spirit but by the letter of the law of nations.

Valtel says, (chapter IS:)

" The disputes that ari.se between nations or their rulers originate cither from
contested rights or injuries received. A nation ought to preserve the rights which
belong to her, and the care of her own . ;ifety and glory forbids her to submit to

injuries. But, in fulfilling the duty whirl) she ovve*i lo herself, she must not for-

get her duty to others." '• She is therefore bound to render to each nation what
IS her due—to leave her in the peaceable enjoyment of her rights," &c.

The same author declares that

—

'•Arbitration is a very reasonable mode, and one that is perfectly conformable
to the law of Nature, for the decision of cvvry dispute whic'.i does not directly in-


