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fornn'i' clainii'd (lu' iiiiin(> of Kuniciign, or " Pcopli! of Uui Flint." Tlicy were, ns tiny

rcin:iiiii'<l to Ihi' liisl, Imt in ilicir stunc pi'i'iod. 'riii'iv arts wen' of ilic rudest ihiirintcr, ;in(l

tlii'ir wars had no liigliiT aim tliiin th(> gratilication of an inoxtinguisliahU' !ialr<Ml, All

that we know of ihcni only serves to illustrate a eonditioii oflifesueh as may have sudii ii!

throuu'ii coiuilless fenerations to perpelinte tiie harharisni whieli every where reveals ilM'll

in the traces of man throus^hout theiiorlhern eontineiU. < >iU' nation after another perislml

in the fury of this raee, powerful only to destroy. The Sus(|iiehannoeks, whose name .-till

ilini>s to the beautiful river on the hanks of which they once dwelt, are believed to liav.

been of the same lineatie as the .Uleuhans ; hut they incurred the wrath of the IriMpioi.s

and perished. At a later date the Delawari's provoked a like vonueaiici' ; and the remnmii

of that nation (juitted for ever the shores of the river W'hiih perpetuates their name. Sii' li

in like maimer was the fate of the Shawnees, Nanticokes, I'liamis, Mi"^i) "'id Illinois. .All

alike were vanquished, reduced to the condition of serfs, or driven out and extermimitid.

The tribes that lived to the west of thi> Mississippi api)i'ar to have been for the most

part more strictly noniiul. The oi>en character of the country, with its vast tracts el

prairie, and its herds of bulfalo and other yanie, no doubt helpedto encouraii'e a wanderiii;.'

life. The Crees, the lilackfeet, the Sioux, C'heyeiiiu's, Ccnnaiiche.s, ami .Apaches are all of

this ilass ; ami with their interminable feuds and perpetual miuialions, rendered allsettlnl

life impossible. The Maiulans, the mo.st civilised amonu' the tribes of the Northwesi

abandoned villau;e after villaue under the continual attacks of the 8ioux, tinlil they disap-

peared as a nation ; and the little handlul of survivors found shelter with another tribe.

All this was the work of Indians. Tlio ^ptuiiard.s,. indeed, wasted and destroyed with

no less merciless indiscrimination. Not only nations perished, but asingularly iiiterestiii;;

phase of native civilisation was abruptly arrested in Mexico, Ci'iilral America, and Tciii.

The intrusion of I'reiich, Dutch, and finulish colonists was, no doubt, fatal to the ab(niii'iii''>

whom they supplanted. Nevertheless their record is not one of indiseriniiiiate massaciv

The relations of thi' I'rench, espeiially, with tli(^ tribes with whom they were brought into

immediate I'ontact were on the whole, kindly and protective, lint, as we recover tin'

historv of the native tribes whose lands are now oiMupied by the representatives of thu>'

old colonists, we liiul the Iiulians everywhere en^•agcd in the same exterminalinii' warfare:

and whetln'r \re look at the earlier maps, orattinnpt to reconstruct the traditionary histoiy

of older tribes, we learn only the same tale of aimless strife and extinction. AVhcii

Cartier first explored the St. Lawrence, in l.jou, he found large Indian settlements at Quel"'

and on tlu' Island of Montreal ; but on the return of the l'"reu<h, under Champlain, litil''

more than half a (jeutury later, there were none left to dispute their seitlement. At tin'

later date, and throughout the entire period of Freuch occupatiim, the country to the south

of th(! St. Lawrence and Lake Ontario wa.s oi'cixpied by the Iroqiwis, orSix Nation Iiidiaii>,

as they were latterly called. AVestward of the river ( )ltawa the whoh' region wasdesertcd

until near the shores of the Georgian liay ; though its early explorers found every when'

the traces of recent occupation by the AV'yandot, or otlier tribes, who had withdrawu to

the shores of Lake Huron, to es<ape the fury of their implacable foes.

At the period when the Ilurons were lirst brought under the notice of the Freiii li

Jesuit Missionaries iu the soventeeutli ccutiiry, they were established along the Georgini

Bay, iind around Lake Simcoe ; and in so far as the wild virtues of the savage warrior aiv

eoueerued, they fully equalled the Iroquois by whom they were at length driven out ami
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