
1^6 INDIAN WARS
perfect knowledge of that dilficult country of alternate

mountains and swanipS) took to these wild, and as they

fondly deemed, inaccessible routes to a regular army.
But they mistook. Their enemy hung close upon their

rear, over mountain and moor, and through the ravines and
defiles. Seeing the probable issue of the war, the Sioux

and Wintiebagocs fell upon them in the hour of their cxtre-'

mity—the latter most thanklessly j for, it is aflirmed, that

their counsels to the Sacs and Foxes, from the beginning,

had been to fight it out. A party of Sioux fell upon one

of their retreating bands, gained a most decisive victory,

killed two hundred, and took forty prisoners, among whom
was Na-o-popc, the prophet, and brother of Black Hawk.
About the samj time, a detachment from Cassville encoun-

tered a war i)arty of Sacs, and defeated them, killing

twelve and taking some prisoners.

The battle, to which alttision was had in the steam-boat

bulletin, is given in the accounts of the day to this amount.

On July 28 and 29, Generals Atkinson, Posey, Alexander,

and Dodge, crossed at Helena, to the north shore of the

Oui.sconsin, whence they marched in a northerly direction,

and in a short time discovered a large Indian trail, leading

north of west. A forced pursuit was immediately com-
menced; and on the morning of the second of August,

they were overtaken five miles from the banks of the

Mississippi. General Dodge's squadron led the attack, anri

the Indians were driven from hill to hill, until they came
to the river, where they made a desperate stand. Find-

ing themselves, however, defeated at o\'ery point, they

plunged at length into the waterj-'-men, women, and chil-

dren,-"in the hope of escaping the fire of their assailants

by diving. The conflict lasted three hours. The troops

of the United States lost twenty-seven in killed and woun-
ded* The Indian loss could not be exactly ascertained;

but it must have exceeded one hundred and fifty slain ; and
fifty of their women and children were taken prisoners.

Black Hawk is said to have fled up the river in the midst

of the fight, leaving many of his valuables behind him,

which were found on the battle ground.

This battle was decisive of their fate. They nevei;


