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tioii thni it was an offer madr, not from a convic-

tion of rit;lit, l>;it from a rci^ard for [)eacc and con-

cord. Sir, I iiavf hnn surprised to hear gentle-

men rely uiioii this as evidence of title in (jr> at

Britain. There is no lawyer on this floor who
does not well mider.sland the principle u|)on whi<li

an ofl'er of this kind is placed. A jnopoaition to

cvmprnmise in nut an adnnssion; it is never so treat-

ed, unless it contains the admission of a fact, which

these proposition.^ never did conUiin. It cannot he

allowed in evidence in a court. iVor does it prove

anything;, save the pacific dispositions of llie party

who may make it.

Sir, w"liato\t; ihe motive may liavc been which

prompted tliese oflers cannot oc mnterial to this

discussion: they were refused, they were with-

drawn, they no l()n.;;cr exist. They were never

considered in the lii;iit of an admission, and ought

not so to be considered now. And it is, to me at

least, most evident, that whatever were the i;rounds

of our tide before those oilers were made, ujion

tho.se irrounds it must he considered to remain, un-

less, indeed, lime and progres.s liu\e_widened the

basis and Ktrengihened the claim.

But, Mr. Chairman, I cannot refrain from ex-

j.-cssinu; my surprise at t!:(^ (jiuirlcr from whence
these doubts as to our title usually jiroceed. And,
indeed, the whole arnuinent of the honorable gen-

tleman from South Carolina [Mr. IIoi.Mi-.s] is cal-

culated to excite great astonishment. Has the

honorable gentleman forgotien the Dallimore Demo-
cratic convention.' or musi I recall its resolutions

to his mind.' If 1 rememlicr well, it was not until

great progress had bdii made in its deliberations

that South Carolina appeared at all; but \\ hen she

did come, she condesi'endcd to a]>prove the action

of the convention, and gave her assent, with great

dramatic effect, to its nominations and it.s princi-

ples.

Sir, amid the shout for " Polk and Dallas, Ore-

gon and Texas," were Virginia and South Caro-
lina .silent.' or did they lend force and fervor to a
declaration which they s(.'cni now to think was a
deliberate fraud upon the nation .' And, sir, at the

last session of Congress, when Mr. Polk had be-

come known, and Texas was to be annexed, where
was the southern wing of democracy then.' Sir,

they were ardent in their proi'essions of an en-

larged patriotism. The honorable j'entleman from
South Carolina [Mr. RiiK.rr] voted for the Oreifon

bill of la,sl session, with this very notice in it; that

was a bill exercising the highest .sovereign power
over the territory—extending our laws, establish-

ing our government, granting land; in shin-t, sir,

incorporating it as a part of these United Slates.

Sir, these gendemen -.veie then extending " the

area of freedom;" but when, by the aid of South
Carolina in the Senate, the bill failed; when Texas
is annexed, and another slave State added to the

Union; then the democratic resolutions have lost

their authority—Texas and Oregon are not twin
stars, and gentlemen suddenly perceive that the

etar of Oregon is obscured by the clouds of war.
The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr.

Holmes] began the remarks just addressed to the
committee, by a very fanciful allusion to a dark
flpiril now hovering over this fair land, and obscu-
ring the bright face of heaven. How long, sir, has
this vision tortured the gentleman's imngination?
•incc when has it frighted him from hia propriety )

If I remember that distinguished gentleman' ncrcased whei
course at the last session of Congress, there wer pctions come
not .sj)irit.'j enough in the " upjx'r a'r" to d.un]) hi cssion of Con
courage. As hmg as Texas was in doubt, Mexie ind many of t

might be contemned and England defied It wa iolice,then ad
not enough that Texas was already possessed e iig this very n

republicjin institutions, but she must have hersta iiost of tho.se

blazoned upon our banner; and at the very nio idvocates of t

ment when Mexico was threatening war for ai uied for it wi
act which enlisted tl e sympathies of thecivilizei irovided for a

world against us, a bill pa.«>sed this House by i
if sovereignty

very large majority to exercise the highest attri lie most timid

butcs of sovereignty over the whole territory o ivas based iipi

Oregon. Where then was tin; honorable gentle ivithout notici

man's vision of wo.' Were the winM of the darl iisrrtion of tl

.spirit furled.' Or is this but the " dark hour" t( iient of our cl

which, in common with other seers and sages, iIk .cere these g
honorable gentleman is subject .' cctures upcni

I desire, sir, before '. proceed to di.scuss the grav( liey were wil

arguments of gentlemen, to address niy.self to tin erritory with

suggestion .so often made, that notice is war. Th( hey will not

notice, Mr. Chairman, is a stipulation of the eon ' a.ssert" our
vention; it is the agreement of the i)arlies; it pro and must be

vides for a period of twelve months between th< I leave to lion

notice and the abrogation of the I'onvention itself riU: these pos

and the mere statement seems to iiie to be anan.>!wei iieitlii r statesi

to the idea that it is, or of itself "an be, war. It is I proceed ii

nothing more nor less than proid" of our desire tn Jigument, d

have tile question determincu; it a.-^scrt.s no right, ii depicted by
I suggests no remedy. It will, undoubtedly, brin^' larticularly b

more directly to the consideration of both CJoveni- ina, [.Vlr. Hi
I
nicnts the necessity of settling the cjuestion; and ii if we do go

I

is a question that should be settled. But it is a nieas- (his notice,

urc consistent with tin; treaty, it springs out of tin tlemeii admit
treaty, anil it will scarcely be contended, that a re- 'laiiii it, or su

fpcctful compliance with the conditions of the eon- irrows out of I

vention can be considered as war, or as of iiscil wo have done
leading to war. Let me ask, if Great Britain weii: if we yield ti

to giv • this notice to us, (as she unquesiionably iVoin dread of

might do,) would that bo war, or cause of war; orable [leace.'

No, sir; it would undoubtedlyeonvince us thatshe

I

was in earnest; we should feel, more than we now
do, the necei.sity of some decided acliini; but the

question of war or peace would be delerniined

with reference to our rights. If, after that notice.

Great Britain should not only claim, but attempt
to t;ike, what is "unquestionably ours," I trust wi:

should manifest a becoming sense of what mighi
be due to our.selvcs; and, in '.his event, unjust ag-

gression might lead to war. But the notice .vould

do no such thing; it is jiacific, because provided
for by the treaty; it is peaceful, because it Icives

every mode of settlement still open to both Powers;
and It is proper, becau.se it tends to the immediate
settlenientof a difficulty, which time certainly doe.s

not render more ca.sy of adjustment. Mr. (,'hair-

iiian, v/liile discussing the iirojiriety of notice in

this point of view, let me observe, that the notice

does not preventaset'lement on any basis proposed.

Does any gentleman desire arbitration.' The notice

does not reject it. Is compromise insisted upon.'

The notice is silent upon that point. Is forty-nine

the true line.' Thf notice does not deny it. No,
sir, 1 repeat, the notice may tend to preserve peace;

but the notice itself cannot lead to war. It is nn
act which manifests our desire, if you please our

determination, that the question shall be settled;

and, Mr. Chairman, it is nothing more.
But, sir, if the objections thus xir^eA against the

notice arc matter of surprise, how is our surpriso

nation may yi

I'onciliationar

may be claim

the proofmay
per Huliject <i

peace anil Imi

'ion and forbi

who have op|

considered tli

hO speak of

aim the wl
fiiot of it; b(i

will only colli

ill those who
lo suggest ll

and we an; i

lii'st. In the

lave been rej

siileiiiiily reit

/.ens have bei

nd the Pre.-'ii

declares the

opinion, sir,

'Miiivtivily"

ly before to b

iipiiiion as to

placed us in

abide all its I

Tliegeiitlen

ill riMiiurkin^


