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Hiitorical Note, of tlic Treaty of London of 1818 should cease to have clFect, and tliat the boundary line

1S24-1842. >vost of the Rocky Mountains should be drawn due west to the point where the 4!)th

parallel strikes the great north-easternmost branch of the Oregon or Columbia River,

marked on the maps as McGillivray's River, thence down along the middle of that river,

and down along the middle of the Oregon or Columbia to its junction with the Pacillr

' )cean.

The proposal of tlie United St.ates' Plenipotentiaries was to the ofloct that the tcim

often years limited in Article III of the Treaty of 1818 should he extended to ten yciirs

from the date of a new Treaty, but that the rights of settlement and other rights shoulii

be restricted during the new term, so th.it the citizens of the United States should fi)rm n^

settlements to the north of the 41}ih ])aralk'l, and that IJrilish sulijects should form im

settlements to the south of that parallel, or to the north of the 54tli.

Terms were not agreed on, and the Conference came to an ciul in Jidy 1824.

1826, 1827.

In November 1826 negotiations were again resumed.

The United States' proposal was, that if the 4'jth parallel shoidd be found to interse'l

the Oregon or Mc(«illivray's River at a navigable point, the whole course of that rivoi

thence to the ocean should be made perpetually free to British vessels and subjects.

The British Plenipotentiaries were authorized to offer tliat if the United States woulJ

consent to the Columbia being the southern British frontier, the United States shouKI

have the harbour in De Fuca Strait, called by Vancouver, Port Discovery, with land fivi

miles in breadth encircling it.

Should this otter not fully satisfy the United States, the British Plenipotentiario>

were then authorized to extend the proposition, so as to include the cession by Great

Britain to the United States of the whole peninsula comprised within lines described by

the Pacific to the west, Ue Fica's Inlet to the north, Hood's Canal (so called in

Vancouver's charts) to the east, and a line drawn from the southern point of Hood's

Canal to a point ten miles south of Gray's Harbour to the south, by which arrangement

the United States would possess that peninsula in exclusive sovereignty, and wouM

divide the possession of Admiralty Inlet with Great Britain, the entrance being free to

both parties.

The negotiations ended in a Convention dated Gth August, 1827. This Convention

continued Article HI of the Treaty of 1818 indolinitely, but with power to either party

to put an end to it on twelve months' notice (after 20th October, 1828).

The Convention also contained a saving for the claims of either party to any part of

the country west of the Rocky Mountains.

I

1827-1842.

Negotiations on the Oregon question remained in abeyance until the special mission

of Lord Ashburton to the United States iu 1842, when he received the followinjf

instructions on this subjecL :

—

"Your Lonlsliip may, tlir-rcfore, prnpnac to tho Oovonimnnt nf tlio Unitcil Ptatos, as n fiiir on-l

equil.ilile ailjustuiLMit of their [llic two Govoriinii'iits] n'sjicotivc cliiinis, a liiK! uf liuiindiiry comiiioiirin;.' ;it

the mouth of the Columbia Itiver; tlicncc liy a line drawn alonj; the miiUlle of tliat rivor to its point uf

conilucnco with tiio Great Siiako Ifivtr; tlu^nco tiy a linu carriud due oast, of tliu Uocky or Stony

Mountains
;
and tlionru by a lino drawn in a norlliorly direction along liio .'iaid mountains until it

strikes tho 49th parallel uf north latitude. The soutboru bank of the Columbia Itiver would thus I'e


