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FUTURBE OF FRBE LUMBER.
Laercibn INbLirack uv Tui Cavamas Losiak Travk  Tisein
CorrrtpUrions vrow Ma Wi Lat1k axo Mr, C. B, Craxs.

HE contnibutions which follow on the change in the

lamber tanff m the Umted States were sug-
gested by a lettet of enguiry sent out a month ago to
vanous leading Jumberimen in the Domimon.

Mr. Wn Little, of Montreal, 1s a well-known con-
tibutor on lumbee matters, and years of study of the
lumbzr question lends interest to anything hie may write,
cven when everyone may not agree completely with hisg
views. Mr. C, H. Clark, though writing from Dauluth,
Minn,, where for a few months past he has been located,
is an old Canadian laumberman, having bizen for many
years identified with the firm of Burion Bros., of Barric.
He has travelled largely throughout leading lumber
centres in the United States, a circumstance that ought
to enable him to view the pesent question from a some-
what broad and liberal point of view.

VIEWS OF WM. LITTLE.

1 beg to say in reply to your questions:

1st. \What is likely to be the gencral effect of the re.
moval of the duty upon the lumber industry of Canada ?

If our lumbermen act with any degree of prudence, |
sce no reason why the general effect should not be
Leneficial to the Canadian lumber industry. 1 believe
this, netwithstanding 1 am fully aware of the disastrous
cffects 1o the lumber trade occasioned by overproduction
following almost immediately after the Reaprocity
Treaty went into operation m 1854—which stimulated
Canadian production to an extent that Canadian pine
lumber, which for years previous thereto sold at about
$11 a thousand feet in the Buffalo market, paying $1
import duty, could with difiiculty be sold at $7 a thousand
feet three years after, in 1857, under free imports, My
reasons for not anticipating any such evil effects at this
tume 1s on account of the change that has since taken
place i the amount of the Amencan production. The
comparative smallness of our present manufacture for
export to the United States, which is now, even in white
pine lumber, barely five per cent. when rompared with
their larger home production, makes our expoits a less
important factor thaa forty years ago, when our com.
petition was almost wholly with the hnuted product of
New Yotk and Pennsylvania—Michigan, Wisconsin and
Minnesota, now the great svurces of supply, not at that
ume producing to any great eatent for the caster
markets. The greater scarcity of white pine and spn e
timber both here and in the Untted States will also do
much to prevent any such overproduction as then took
place; so that the effect should be beneficial not only to
Canada but to the Amenican lumber trade, by showing
Amencan lumbermen thatin late years they alone are
responsible for any disasters ansing from overproduc-
uon—wlich has been the great bane of the lumber trade
in both countries.

20d. To what extent will the removal of the lumber
duty tend to stop the exponation of logs from Canada to
the Umited States, and induce the manufacture heie?

I regret 1o have to say that 1 do not think 1t will have
any appreciable effect 1n restnicting the export of pine
saw logs from the Georgian Bay district 1o Michigan,
The exceptional advantages possess'd by the larger
market at milling points in Michigan, such as Bay City,
Saginaw, Alpena, etc., where purchasers can supply
themselves from un assorted stuck with what they re-
quirc at any time, and have it sent forward by the
cheaper water and especiatly miway seivice at all
scasons, is of stsclf a great advantage. “Then the com-
paratively small cost and trifling 1isk in towing logs to
mills already established there of the Lest description,
coupled with the value of the offal from the logs for fuel
n the production of salt, cqual to almost cnough to pay
the cost of sawing, will tend to cause the continuance of
the export of pinc logs from that district till the pine
timber there is exhausted. 1t must also be considered
that the lower peninsula of Michigan is now so com-
pletely stripped of white pine truber that it must for the
future require stock from Canada, even for its own home
consumption. Some few American firms having lumber
y1ids in Ohio and New York States may manufacture
i:-¢ lumber in Canada, as they can then stock their

yards direct from their Canadian mills, and also a few
mills way be built along the railway lines, but in my
ommon there will be no falling off in the export of pinc
saw logs till occasioned by a scarcity of pine timber. It
may, however, stop the cxport of spruce logs intended
for lumber trom Quebec and the eastern provinces, but
spruce pulp wood, which is a giowing industry, will bz
exported in steadily increasing amounts, till our people
insist, as they no doubt soon will, that frec pulp wood
shall be conditional on free pulp.

3rd. Is free lumber likely to lead to the erection of new
wills in Canada?

My opinion is that,in sofaras the older provinces and
castern Canada are concerned, except along railway
lines, not many new mills will be built. ‘The sapply of
saw mills in these sections is now fully adequate for the
enisting stock of timber.  Oa the Pucific coast 1 would
anticipate some increase in mill building, as the charac-
ter of our eastern pine is deteriorating so rapidly in
quality that the cheapest and best material to be had in
the Montreal lumber market to-day for flooring, ceiling,
and general house trimming is clear fir lumber from
British Columbia, while for large and long timbers, it
must soon be our chief source of supply.

4th. Is it probable that under the new conditions we
should witnessan expansion of the plwing mill business
in Canada? Is our planing mill equipment and capacity
sufficient to causc any considerable expansion of busi-
ness? In what position do we stand as to planing mill
equipment and methods to compete with the plining
mills of Michigan and the Eastemn States?

When answering these questions in a general way, 1
take occasion to say that putting dressed lumber on the
fice list 1s the only thing that should at all reconcile us
in permitting the free export of saw logs, otherwise [
should not consider we were getting anything like fair
compensation under the circumstances ; as if Canada is
to derive any considerable benefit from her tmber it
must be i its manufacture at home to the greatest pos-
sible extent.  Forcigners now own such a large amount
of our best timber (thanks to the ignorance and indiffer-
ence of both the Government and people of Canada on
this subject) that they will realize the chief benefits to
accruc from the rapid advance that must at once take
place n the value of timber property, and unless we
desire sowme further advantages than the trifling amounts
to be paid the provinces in the way of stumpage dues,
the bulk of the value of our forests will be lost to Canada.
While 1 have no doubt that considerable pinc fumber
will be dressed in Canada, the bulk of our piue will con-
tinue to 1o out in the shape of free logs to Michigan, and
the sawing, planing, and all other advantages accruing
therefrom gro to the benefit of our American friends.
And by far the larger quantity of sawed lumber will stild
go out in the rough, as many of the best millers prefer
having ther pine lumnber especially diessed on the spot
where requited, as the injury to pine lumber in frequent
handhing after being planed would more than counter-
balance any saving in the expense by having the lumber
planed bere before shipment. I should, however, antici-
pate that a large proportion of the spruce lumber,
especially that intended for flooning, would Le planed at
the mills in Canada, as is now largely done at the mills
in northern New Yoik; for spruce being a harder and
tougher grained wood is not so casily injured by hundling
after it is dressed.  You are of course aware that there
is some doubt as to what construction may be put upon
the team “lumber dressed,” and the question whether
flooring, cciling, niouldings, ctc., will be admitted free
will depenel on the decision of the U. S. Secretary of the
Treasury. That all these were interded to be included
under the term “lumber dressed” is cvident from the
discussiun that arose in the Senate, when Senator Allen,
of Nebrmaska, had dressed lumber inserted in the bill—
somc Republican senators objecting and insisting that
under this term cven doors, sashes, blinds, etc., would
be admitted free.  As the clause reads *“sawed boards,
plank, deals and other lumber, rough o1 dressed,” I think
it can bLe fairly claimed that floming, ceiling, mouldings,
elc., are included under the term “other lumber,” as
there are all descriptions of lumber in the rough, and
will be now entitled to free entry whether rough or
dressed,
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You will also observe that, in accordance with the "
petition addressed to the ffon. Mr. Secretary Carlisle by tic
Mr. John Charlton “in behalf of the Michigan lunber ne
interest,” the Charlton proviso. was subsululcd in the of
Senate bill for the Wilson proviso asit passed the House .
This change is greatly to be regretted, as it will be sure
to cause irritation in this province, and may led to g:
trouble, as out people cannot reasonably be expected 1o su
submit for any length of time to the unfiair positinn of e
permitting the free export of pulp woed while the U S o
governmient continues to exact duty on Canadian pulp pe

The greatest good [ anticipate to arise from the re- an
moval of the lumber duties is in the effect it will have e
causing the people of both countries to become en wh
lightened as to the scarcity and consequent value of w0
standing timber, as the removal of the lumber dutees e be
moves all inceatives for misrepiesenting the teue conds che
tions of the forests, which has hitherto been persistentl) <o
done by interested partjes, lest a correct knowledye of (
their condition might lead to a demand on the part of tbe ha
Awmerican public for the removal of the lumber duties. int

Montreal, Que., 1894. 1

VIEWS OF MR. C H. CLARK. exp

In reply to your questions: (1) What is likely to be ;]h;
the general effect of the removal of the dutly from the el
lumber industry of Canada? o

I believe the effect will be to increase the tumber of neit
saw mills and wood-working industries of Canada, and othe
cnhance the value of standing timber of soft and hard the:
waods equal to about half the duty deducted, also fath
crease the price of white pine limber for shipmen, and 400
this will increase the price of white pine lumber 1o :'f"]
Canadian consumers, which will resul' in crestng a ‘\‘m‘
greater demand for hemlock and Norway—uhich o B bind
its order will slichtly advance. Basswood, «cedar, asd . lh:.“
all kinds of hardwood will share in the general increase bein

in proportion to the demand.

2 and 3). To what extent will the removal of the duty
tend 1o stop the exportation of logs from Canad to b
United States, and induce the manufacturing of lambe
bere and crection of saw mills?

In some cases, where Michigan lumber manufacter
ers have only a limited quantity of standing whute pr
timber, and o:hers, whose white pine timber is vtvated
a short distance from Michigan, they will probably co>
tinuc towing their logs. There was anargument m fax
of towing logs to Bay City and Saginaw and some oites
points a few years ago, viz., that i lumber purchaser cocd
go there from most any point in New York State and hare §
200,000,000 feet to select from and return home n tso
or three days ; whereas to see half the same quantityw
Georgian Bay would require ten days to two weeks
But lumber business has changed since then, and s goir
to change more. Now, Saginaw and Bay City do ot
scll or ship by hundreds of millions as much as they ¢4
then, from the fact they have not got the timber to po
duce it, and they cannot sccure and place it atthe
wills with any degrec of safety ind cconomy. Try
want slabs there to manufactuie salt, and they want «l
and box lumber to manufacture boxes, but it will notpy
10 tow 1,000,000 feet of loys to get the slabs, null culy
and box lumber.  Millions of box and cull Tumber ax
now shipped 1o Bay City from Like Superior parts, a:d d
now that the duty is off, the samc grades can be shippel B
from Georgian Bay mills at $1.25 per M, which to tov
would cost $2.00, including losses of logs. And afe
the log has been towed to Michigan and manuficterd S8
into lumber, it 18 not where it is wanted, as much of&
is shipped 1o Detroit, Toledo, Cleveland, Erie, Buffis
Tonawanda and other places. These same iogs cock
be manufactured into lumber and shipped to the sat
places and save the $2.00 paid for towing, as theres
no duty now. A few years ago there was onlv one it}
of stcamers running on Georgian Bay. It then tod
ten to twelve days to sce the lumber, but now there 2
two lines of ten or twelve first-class steamers calling &
different par's, and a buyer can see the lumber he e
quires i three or four days.  Another thing, ( Canads
lumber will scll without passing it through Michian 2
brc'ﬂum\ a bottle of wine and “bow?” over its christe B
ing. Aside from the above, when partics have LR
qu'muucs of timber tributary to Georgian Bay, they 124
find it to their interest to have the same manufacet



