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But it May well be asked whether ail wage earners are flot
entitled to the same protection against accidents, in the course
of their employment, and, therefore, whcther farm labourers
and domestie servants should flot also be protected, as welI as
those engage<, in manufactures, etc.; and why, indeed, if, should
inot be extended to ail persons mho are earninig their own living.
of ail classe., interested will be diily considered.

This woald .bring u8 eventually to a system of universal in-
surance against accidents, to -be carried out by general taxation,
the whole commu'nity becorning in effeet a vast inutu - assur-
ance society, and this, if it could be carried out hone .1y, and
wvith rea8onable circuimapection, inight prove really the best and
most economnical inethod. Industrial inanual workers are, no
doubt, a clasa most largely exposed to risks from accidents; but
no class of the cornmunity is free therefrom, and an accident
befalling a poor clerk in a store or counting house is attended
often with just as much trouble and poverty to his farnily or
dependents as in the case of an accident à~falling a br'nkesrnan
or a carpenter, and when we corne to consider the matter there is
no more reason why one class of workers should be compensated
by the State in respect of accident,: than another. Equality
seenis to demand that ail should receive the same measure of
protection. That being go, any scheme of general insurance
against accidents cannot fairly be linited to any one or more
classes. of the community. Those exposed to the greatest risks
are the most in need of such protection, but no classa of the
eonimunity, rich or poor, is altogether free from the risks of
accidents, and if the State is to, provide the protection, it seems
that its protection should cxtend to ail classes of the comniunity
and not rnerely to workmen engaged in industrial pursuits. 0f
course the amount of compensation ivould have to be limited to a
certain suin, and that suai would have to be subject to reduction,
according to the extent of tbe injurýy sustaine-d, and also to a
further deduction in case it should appear that the accident was
solely due to the drunkennesa or wilful carelessness or disobedi-
ence of the person înjured.
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