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interference with vested riglits, or the obligations of contract,
and lie referred to a recent report by the former Minister of
Justice, Sir Allen Aylesworth, whe held that the Governor Gen-
eral should flot be advised te disallew for sueli rcason. The
present Minister of Justice apparently dees net quite take this
broad and, as it seeme te us, incorrect and illogical ground.

Thoi rèsuit of Sir Allen Ayleeworth's ruling (which by the
way 'was quite unnecessary for the determinati'on of the case
then before him) was in effect to lay down the rule that there
should be ne disallowance, exccpt where the Act is ultra vires
of a provincial legieli'ture. In other words it is making waste
paper of the British North America Act se far as disallowaace
ia concerned. We venture to think tbis view is entîrely at vari-
ance with the intention of the framers of our constitution, and
lias probahly rcsulted £rom the pressure of political expediency.

And further, if a Provincial Act is ultra vires, why take
the trouble of declaring it to 'be se? The provisions muât, è'
course, have meant more than that. The writton constitution
of the United States protects vested interests, but the safeguard
intended by the B. N. A. Act tu cover the matters referred te
by the presont Miniât ir of Justice are monibund until some
goverumnent is strong enougli te vitalize the enactraent.

The reniarks of Mr. Deherty in nef erring to the genenal
principlea involved will be of interoat in the hiztorý of the exer-
Cisc of the power of disallowance, and as sueli it is well te record
what lie aaya. Hm remankas were as follows:

" It is truc, as bas beon frequently pointed out, that it la vcry
difflcult for the government of the Dominion, acting throughi the
Governor General, te review local logislation oyr consider its
qualities upon questions ef hardship or injustipe to the rig' ' 'a
affected, and this fa manifoat net only by expressions in reporta
of the ministors, but aseo by the fact that but a sixngle instance
la cited in which the Governor General lias exercised the power.
upen these groundsa lone. The undersigned entertains ne douvt
however, that the power in enstitutienally capable ef exorcise,
and may on occasion be properly invoked for the purpose of
preventing, net inconslstontly with the publie interest, irrepan-
able injustice or undue interference with private rights or


