
5

in Council already repealed, and the Haines of the capitol and 
navy yard seemed unanswerable in the opposite sense.

Hut notwithstanding these brilliant efforts of ratiocina­
tion, the envoys charged with bringing about a peace did not 
even obtain a decision on any one point in dispute which had 
been advanced as a cause for war. That most uncommon of 
all faculties which we English-speaking people call common 
sense, the English-speaking people claim to possess in the 
highest degree—I am not sure that they do not sometimes 
claim a r "y—and that common sense in both contending
nations forced the negotiators to come to terms even although 
that involved an absolute ignoring of all the alleged causes 
of the war.

Negotiations were going on in Ghent for months con­
currently with operations in the field ; neither negotiation nor 
battle had any effect; it was the common sense, the moral 
sense of the two peoples, which triumphed. It may perhaps 
be a matter for congratulation that the latest hostile attacks 
by either upon the land of the other contestant failed; while 
the Kentucky Mounted Riflemen were driven from Western 
Canada, Pakenham suffered defeat at New Orleans.

Î have said no word of blood and agony and death ; of 
splendid manhood and courage of thousands and tens of 
thousands lost to the Continent and the Islands; wounded 
cripples, living out the rest of their lives in pain and helpless­
ness : the wail and tear of the widow and orphan: or of the 
dislocation of affairs, national, business, domestic, the pouring 
out of treasure, the destruction of natural resources. And 
with all the valor and self-sacrifice on either side, and all the 
unutterable barbarity and cruelty of the some on either side, 
what was settled by this war* Nothing, literally nothing.

There was. indeed, another demonstration of the fact that 
he whom we call the Anglo-Saxon will sooner fight than eat 
if he can find a pretext ; that when he does fight, he fights with 
all his might : that he gives himself up to the cause he espouses 
with his whole heart ; that he exhibits a valor unexcelled by 
any nation, ancient or modern, a devotion and self-sacrifice 
like those of the Spartan of Thermopylæ, the Theban of Man- 
linaea. Nor has he shaken oflf the brutality of his progenitors.

0169


