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ism. Later it encountered the worst influ­
ence of all, that of theocracy engendered 
by the ambition of the monk Hildebrand. 
Theocracy, not Catholicism or anything 
spiritual, has been the source of the crimes 
of the Papacy; of the Norman raids upon 
England and Ireland ; the civil wars 
kindled by Papal intrigue in Germany ; 
the extermination of the Albigenses; the 
Inquisition; Alva’s tribunal of blood in 
the Netherlands; the massacre of St. Bar­
tholomew ; the persecution of the Hugue­
nots ; Jesuitism and the evils, moral and 
political, as well as religious, which Jesu­
itism has wrought. Through all this, and 
in spite of it all, Christian character has 
preserved itself, and it is still the basis of 
the world’s best civilization. Much that 
is far outside the Christian creed is still 
Christian in character and traceable to a 
Christian source.

II. I fully admit that society can be 
regulated by a law framed for mutual pro­
tection and general well-being without the 
religious conscience or other support than 
temporal interest. But if individual in-


