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unremittingly adlivc:— I mean felf-intercft, which

has been Simulated by the invention of aflTignats.

In them, and in them only, confids ac prefenc all

the power of the French Revolution, I* is by them
that it has fucceeded in bribing every -f;erfbnal con-

fideration. By (lipends to civil officers, who are

every one preachers of the new-fafhioned doftrines,

it has fucceeded in fpreading them to every corner of

France. Even its foreign conqucfts are merely to be

attributed to the affignats, which have hitherto pro-

vided for 1,200,000 foldiers i and no doubt fo

extraordinary a number muH necefTarily have pro-

duced extraordinary cfFedts. If the conquefts of the

French Republic have been three times as extenfive

as thole of Louis XIV. it is becaufe the afllgnats

have enabled it to maintain armies three times as

numerous*. What we have to confider is, whether

the rcfourccs of France have not been wafted with

infinitely greater profufion i and whether Ihe is not,

in this refpeft, on the eve of a cataftrophe, propor-
tionably more violent than that which Ihe experienced

in the beginning of this century j and whether fhe

will be able much longer to delay this cataftrophe,

* Of the truth of this we have the following conilrinations in

the Convention, by Cambon, Feb. 8, 1795.
The nation is under great obligations to the Conflituent AJftmhly

for the creation of ajfignatt. This territorial money has very much

affijied the Revolution, by bringing into circulation the value of tbt

national domains., by enabling ustoprovifion, equip, and maintain ar-

mies to the amount o/" 1,200,000 men, to createfleets^ to cultivate tbt

landsforfaltpetre! to manufaSurt arms, l^c. i£r.

This fame Cambon, who xtmzt)i.tA,thataflflhpart ofthe efftSivt

population of France had been engaged in the common defence, ex*

claimed on the 23d of November lall, in this fame Convention,

Seme of my colleagues have faid, that the economical fyftem of Louis

XIV. Jhould be adopted ; lubo, njuben be had to contend againfi a
coalition of Powners, fpent no more than 219 millions (9 millions

fterling) ayear, nuhile the expences of the prefent nuar arealmoft ten

times as great ; meaning to injinuati that tbt Conventionfquanders

the vjealtb of the nation !
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