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That the profit upon this product is immenfely great, may he gathered

from this circumftance ; the moft valuable of them coft the company in

India fo little as about an halfpenny per pound *. Davenant fays the

pepper cods them two-pence.

3,000,000/^. ztl-d. —
5,000 tons, at 2d. •

Freight )f 14,200,000 II;. at 3 J. f

Total charge.

Profit,

>C- 6,200

177,500

277,000
1,878,000

From this flight (ketch it appears very clear, that the Dutch Eaft India

trade is greatly fuperior to that of Britain.

In their fifherics the Dutch are equally fuperior to us. Their herring

fifliery was for ages regularly on the increafe. It has been computed,

that it employed 8000 bufles, fhips, and veflels of all forts; 350,000 fea

and fifhermen ; and 350,000 netmakers and curers J. This is an im-
tnenfe calculation; and yet the great De Witt himfclf afferts, that

450,000 people were employed by it in his time in the province of Hol-
land alone §, which is a confirmation. It is aiferted by others, that the

value of the filhery amounts to 10,000,000 /. annually to them. In the

laft century they undoubtedly catched 300,000 laft annually of herrings

alone, befides cod, ling, hake, &c. and, at the medium of prices, thefe

were worth 5,000,000 /. H Other writers, however, affert, that this fifhery

is much fallen off at prefent : The following is a ftate of it in the year

X748, as given by a modern author.

It employed fliips from 70 to ico tons, — 1,000

Fifhermen, — —
Seamen, &c. —

—

—— 86,000

They caught, lafts of filh, -— 85,000

Worth, f ^.1,700,000

This ftate makes it of prodigious confequence ; and an incredible nur*

fery of feamen.
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