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(No. 14.)

DECLARATION.
Whereas, the solemn covenant made with the people of Lower

Canada, and recorded in the Statute Book of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, as the thirty-first chapter of the Act passed

in the thirty-first year of the Reign of King George III. hath been ccn-

tinually violated by the British Government, and our rights usurped.

And, whereas our humble petitions, addresses, protests, and remon-
strances against this injurious and unconstitutional interference have
been made in vain. That the British Government hath disposed ofour

revenue without the constitutional consent of the local Legislature

—

pillaged our treasury—arrested great numbers of our citizens, and com-
mitted them to prison—distributed through the country a mercenary
army, whose presence is accompanied by consternation and alarm

—

whose track is red with the blood of our people—who have laid our

villages in ashes—profaned our temples—and spread terror and waste

through the land. And, whereas we can no longer suffer the repeated

violations of our dearest rights, and patiently support the multiplied

outrages and cruelties of the Government of Lower Canada, we,
in the name of the people of Lower Canada, acknowledging the

decrees of a Divine Providence, which permits us . to put down
a Government, which hath abused the object and intention for

which it was created, and to make choice of that form of Government
which shall re-establish the empire of justice—assure domestic tran-

quillity—provide for common defence—promote general good, and se-

cure to us and our posterity the advantages of civil and religious liberty,

Solemnly Declare :

—

1. That from this day forward, the people of Lowe a Canada are

absolved from all allegiance to Great Britain, and thct the political

connexion between that Power and Lower Canada, is now dissolved.

2. That a Republican form of Government is bes. suited to Low-
er Canada, which is this day declared to be a Republic.

3. That under the Free Government of Lower Canada, all persons

shall enjoy the same rights : the Indians shall no longer be under any
civil disqualification, but shall enjoy the same rights as all other citi- ,

zens in Lower Canada.

4. That all union between Church and State is herebj) declared to

be DISSOLVED, and every person shall be at liberty freely to exercise

such religion or belief as shall be dictated to him by his coi science.

5. That the Feudal or Seignorial Tenure of land ishereb} aboHshed,

as completely as if such Tenure had never existed in Canada.

6. That each and every person who shall bear arms, or otherwise

furnish assistance to the people of Canada, in this contest for emanci-


