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Europe; but their mode of performing this, on
account of tiie ftru6ture of their language, will

ever be clumfy, and unfufceptible of the leaft

improvement for the better. Having no written

alphabet, every word has a different character, or
a fymbolical reprefentation. They write with
pencils from the riglit to the left ; and in the fame
manner their printed books begin where ours end.

The Chinefe are certainly an ingenious and di-

ligent people j but they are much tindured with
duplicity and deceit, particularly where they have
had much intercourfe with Europeans. Inftances,

however, fometimes occur of incorruptible inte-

grity. On our arrival in China, fays our author,

on offering a prefent to a commiffioner of the cuf-

toms, he refolutely refufed it, notwithftanding our
reiterated entreaties 5 faying, that he would never
accept a prefent from any man while he was in

office 5 but that, if one day he fhould happen to

be in another ftation, he would thankfully receive

from us fome European curiolity.

With this anecdote, fo honourable to the Chi-
nefe charader, and which principle we wifti they
and every other nation might more frequently

afford room for commending, we take our leave

of our Jefuit guides, whofe voluminous accounts
of China are now fuperfeded by more modern and
lefs queflionable authorities, which we ihall ia

the fequel have occafion to follow.
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