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N the preceding voyage, the queftion refpeft-

ing the exiitence of a foutb^n continent

'as fully determined j but the pra6ticabiHty of
noithern paifage to the Pacific Ocean was ftiU

fii obje6t of fufticient importance to excite a fpi*

^it of inveftigation.

It had long been a favourite fcheme with the

loft celebrated navigators^ to difcover a Ihorvv?:

lud more commodious courfe to the oriental r&

lions, than by the Cape of Good Hope. This
|ad been attempted, as has been feen in the
)rmer volumes of this work, in various direc-

rons ; but the completion of this favourite ob-
\di was as diiilaut as ever.

To fettle this point too, of fo much import-
[ice to navigation and geography, was rclerved

r the glory of the prefent reign. For the con-
bft of fucb au eotcrprife, it was evident, thaih/
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