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ABSENCE or SOLDIERS. 1»

formation in relation to public men and national affairs.

What we receive through the newspapers, or other channels
little more correct, passes under their own eyes. And in-

deed, perhaps, no part of the country is left so much alone
to form unbiased opinions. While speeches are made in

Congress, written out, amended, and published by thousands
to influence some couniy, state, or number of states, nobody
tries to discolour things to the Washingtonians, knowing that
it would be in vain. Every thing is therefore left to be seen
by them without disguise; and the consequence is, they
often form correct opinions, and speak with becoming frank-
ness. It is gratifying also to reflect, that local interests and
influences are not likely to engross and control tlie at-

tention of the government in so great a degree as they
have often done in large cities ; and there is no mob to
overawe or even to threaten their freedom.
To an American who has seen any of the capitals ofEurope,

the absence of military display is one of the most agreeable
features in view, wherever he turns. There is not a soldier
to guard gates or doors in Washington, with the single ex-
ception of those at the navy-yard, a mile or more from the
capitol. The total want of every sign of military prepara-
tion is also very accordant with one's feelings. After the
last war with England, a felon imprisoned for some crime
confessed, as I recollect, that during his career of iniquity
he had entered into a conspiracy to seize President Madison,
and deliver him to the British ships then lying in the Po-
tomac, while he was a sentinel to guard the President's
house. As there was not even a wall of suflicient height to
prevent an approach to the doors, and no other obstacle,
such a plan might have been easily accomplished, I sup-
pose, under favourable circumstances, by mere surprise.
Though danger was thus in one instance incurred by the
neglect to take military precautions, how much better it is

than to have the display of paid soldiers at every turn, and
to become familiar with the music and the weapons of death

!

From some acquaintance with the feelings and habits of
foreigners, I can say with great confidence, that probably a
large proportion of the intelligent men of Europe would


