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took place ; they v/ould riisli forward, smell to

the blankets, paw the earth, snort, whinny and

prance round with head and tail erect, until the

blankets were opened, and the welcome proven-

der spread before them. These evidences of

intelli<;ence and gladness were frecpiently re-

counted by the trai)pers as proving the sagacity

of the animal.

These veteran rovers of the mountains look

upon their horses as in some respects gifted with

almost human intellect. An old and experienced

trapper, when mounting guard about the camp in

dark nights and times of peril, gives heedful at-

tention to all the sounds and sii^ns of the horses.

No enemy enters nor approaches the camp with-

out attracting their notice, and their movements

not only give a vague alarm, but it is said, will

even indicate to the knowing trapper the very

quarter whence danger threatens.

In the day-time, too, while a hunter is engaged

on the prairie, cutting up the deer or buffalo he

has slain, he depends upon his faithful horse as

a sentinel. The sau^acious animal sees and smelh

all round him, and by his starting and whiuny-

hig, gives notice of the a})proa(;h of strangers.

There seems to be a dumb communion and fel-

lowship, a sort of fraternal sympathy, between

the hunter and his horse. They mutually rely

upon each other for company and protection

;

and nothing is more difficult, it is said, than to

surprise an experienced hunter on the prairie,

while his old and favorite steed is at his side.

Montero had not long removed his camp from


