
PREFACE
A VERY few years ago, when I prepared my large

History, the expression "South Africa" meant Africa

south of the Limpopo. Mainly through the ability of

one man—the Right Honourable Cecil John Rhodes

—

that expression to-day means Africa south of the

Zambesi. The event which I took as an initial point

—

the arrival of Van Riebeek in Table Valley in April

1652—has thus come to be incorrect for that purpose,

the true starting-point now being the arrival of Da

Nhaya in Sofala in September 1505. I have therefore

written this volume, in ord r to rectify the beginning

of my work.

As Bantu tribes that w ot encountered by the

Dutch, and that differed in several respects from those

south of the Limpopo, came into contact with the

Portuguese, it was necessary to enlarge and recast the

chapters in my other volumes descriptive of the South

African natives. I need not give my authorities for

what I have now written concerning these people, for I

think I can say with truth that no one else has ever

made such a study of this subject as I have.


