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TiiK imi)ortiint dates conccri^'ng the origin

of the struggle l)etween (ireat Hritain and

the two RepiibHcs of South Africa are

1836, 1852, 1864, 1880, and 1 88 1. These

States had their ri.se in the great " trek,"

or migration, which began in 1836 from

the northern and eastern districts of Cape
Colony, and was spread over many sub-

sequent years. British poUcy in colonial

affairs has Ijeen in no part of the em[iire

.so conspicuous for lack of wisdom and

foresight as in South Africa, and it is in

the perversity and folly of British statesmen

and politicians that v/e find the chief causes

of the serious trouble in which we are now
involved.

In February 1848, Sir Harry Smith,

the British Governor of Cape Colony,

issued a proclamation declaring the whole

of the territory bounded on the south-west

by the Orange River, on the north by the

Vaal, and on the east by the Drakensberg

Mountains, to be British territory, as " The
Orange River Sovereignty." The Boer

leader, Pretorius, induced his followers to

m.ike an armed resistance, but they were

severely defeated by Sir Harry Sinith, in

August, at the Battle of Boomplatz, south-

west of Bloemfontein, and the Boers fled

beyond the Vaal, their places being taken

by Britisli or l)y othiT settlers from Cape
Colony well disposed to Britisli sway. Piy

degrees a desire for .self rule atnong bolli

British and I )ut(h settlers weakened the

authority of the Cape Government, anil

the hoine Government, rarely able to do

the right thing in colonial affair.s, resolved

on abandoning the territory, instead of

retaining it with the concession of sf)me

form of self rule. It was thus that, in

February 1854, "The Orange Free State"

arose. The measure was greatly opposed

to public feeling in Cape Colony, and to

that of many inhabitants of the territory,

including .some of the Dutch settlers, but

the Convention of Bloemfontein was signed

in the face of all protest.s, and a fine region,

nearly as large as England, was renounced

within si.x years of its annexation.

The South African Republic, popularly

known as "The Transvaal," dates its

political existence from 1852. The Boer

leader, Pretorius, after the Battle of Boom-
platz, was living to the north of the V^aal,

a proscribed man with a reward of two

thousand pounds offered for liis arrest.

The danger to British authority arising

from simultaneous wars with the Basutos

and the Kafifins, and from a threatened

alliance between the Boers and the able


