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iiH'Mt;il iinlc|)rii(ltii"o ; l>y tlif (!<)nsi'ifntious

cxoii'if'i' of tlic ciiticiil facultios, ns well as hj'

tlie zciil of tlif iiniiiirtT.

" J'iitioiK'c, frii'iiil, wc (ir(> biiililinjioiir eity !

"

With nil my lii-art— tiuiMiiwiiy. (iod sliced the

tiowfl iiii'l tlu' jiluiiililiiic, UH wll ii« till' loom,

the jilow aiiil th<> iiiivil. Hut iliciiin no(, ?iiy

ilciiiiicif-'hliour, I hilt ;.;rcatfitii'sari' liiilt I'hit'tly

liy Htoiiv miisoil>.. Let 1110 give yoii iiii illu.stra-

tioi) of the coutniry I'iK^t. Take Hostnn iiiid

Montieil. for eXiimiile, in thiMracliial ii-latioTis.

liostoii has some advantages in si/<^ a:ul wealth,

hut it lias another and a nohlor sort of HUpe-

riority : it is the vicinage of native poets like

Longfellow and J.owoU ; of orjitors like \Vend<>ll

I'hillips ; of ii sort of Leijpsic connm ree in

hooks, if not the largest in ((nantity, ilie most
vahudile in quality, of any ciuiied on in the

New World. Tak<' a thousand of the most
intelligent of our citizens, and yon will find tliat

Doston hooks and liostfm iitteratiees sway the

minils of one half of them ; while Monlr«'al is,

I fear, ahsolijtely unkn'nvn and nnfi-lt, as an

intollo(!tual eonmnmity in Bosiovj end else-

wlu>ro. I'ar he it from mo to dispu /jige out

own city : 1 eoi-diilly eomur in the honest j)ridc

of every inhahitant. in the stiong masoniy and
t;n(» style of our new ediliees ; iait if "'stone

walls do not a iirison make," still kss do thfry

7naki' a eai)ital—a ruling city—a seat of light

and gnidanee, and atifhoiity, to a nation or a

gfui-ration. When the Parliamentary huil 'ings

weift tinishcd at Ottawa, one of the lirst irob-

iems was to )egul(ite tlu? heating apparatus, in

short, to make them haldtahle for half the

year; and this preeisely is tlie problem with us

in relation to another an<l e(iually necessary

kinrl of jjlenishii-.g and furnishing, for town
and country. It remains for us to learn whethi.'r

wo liive the inteinal heat and light, to stan*.!

alone, and go alone—as go we nuist, eithei'

alone or with a mast<T, leading us hy (he hand.
Our next e<-nsus— in ISTn—will Knd us ovei'

•1,01)0,1111(1 of souls; educationally, as fai' as

vudimetUal leaining goi's, as well advanced as

'•the most favoured nations"' in that respect,

1 am iu(khte<l to Mr. (ii'ifflii, Depiuy-i'ost-

musterd'eneral, for valuable evidence, not only
of the (juantity of reatling and writing matter
distriliuted b,y post in < 'ntario and (Quebec dur-

ing the present yeai-, but also duiins the last

few years. Mr. Grittin sends me these figures

518 to the letters and newspajiers circulated

thi'ough the former Ujiper ai.d Lower Canada
offices liiim I8();i to ]f<t>7, inclusive ;

Letters, Newspapers,
ISGo 1 !,0(Kt,()U() 12,5<K),(XK)

j8(Vi ii,5()0',(i()u vi^mism
]S6.') \'i:imxm ii,s(.hj,(j(K)

L%() i;i,tJtH),(XiO 12,.S(K.yX)0

1867 14,2t)(J,U(X) ]4,(J<)U,0()C>
•

As to 186r)-6, •' 1 tliink it probable,"' sayu

Mr, Griffin, " that the Postuiastei's were not as

accui'iite in their returns, as they should have

been." The same gentleman adds that "of tho
fourteen niiUions of papers <'iicidi<ting this year
about eight millions ar(> Canadian, going direct

to subscribers from the offic(.>s of publication,

and the other six millions are made tipof I'nite(i

States and Enrojiean papers coming into the
coiuitry. Of the letters ther.; wer(> above ten
millions domestic and liuu' millions foi'eign.

"

We are by this showing, oi' ought to be. a I'ead-

ingpi'oiile; and if a leading, why not also a
retlf'ctive jieojile '.' I'D we master what we
read '.' < 'r does our leading master us .' Qvu'S-

tions suiely, not untimely to \>v asked, and so

far .'IS j)fissible by one man to be answered.
( )ur reading supplier are, as you know, drawn

chiefly from two sources ; lirst, books, vvi;irli are
im|)0i t(Hl from the United States Engianrl, and.
Franee—a foreign su})ply likely long to con-
tinue foreign. The second source is our news-
paper literatm-e, chielly supj)lied, as vv(! have
seen, from aiu'iiig ourselves, but largely su|)-

plemented by .\nu'rican and English journals.

I shdl not be accused of flattering any one
wiien 1 .say that I consider our press tolerably
free fi'om tiie license which too ol'ten degrades
and enl'eebles the authority of the free press of
tho I'nited States. ( )urs is chiefly to blame for

the provincial narrowness of its views; for its

l(n',alisin anil egotism ; ft)r the absence of a
large and generous catholicity of spirit, both
in the selection of its subject-s and their treat-

ment ; for a. rather bervih"! dejiendance for \[.»

opinions of foieign att'ai''s, on the leailing news-
papers of XcAv York and Ijondon. MoriMivt-r

th(>i'e is irometimesan i\xagge)'ated jiretentious-

ness of shop superiority, with wliieh the ]iub'lie

ere troubled more than enough : for it i.s a
truth, however abb; editors may overlook it,

that the mucliendiuing reader does not, in

nine cases out of ten, care one jack-straw for

what this e<iitor thinks about that one, or
whether our contemporary round the corner
has or lias not resorted to this or t'other sharp
practice in order to obtain a paragraph of e.x-

elusive intelligent!!). The rea<ling pnlilic cor-

dially wish all able editors b(>tter feubjects than
each others faults or foibles ; and the fewer
professional pensonalities one finds in his new.s-

paper, tlu^ bt^tfer he likes it, in the long run.
This newspaper literature forms by nuich tin-

largest part of all our reading. There are in

the four Unite'l Provinces alx)ut ojie hundred
and thirty journals, of which thirty at least are
published daily. Of the total number of habi-

tual readers it is not possible to form a (dose
estimate, but they are probably represented by
one-half of tl\e male mlults of the population

—

say 4<K),0(1() souls. However ei)hemeral the
form of the literature read ))y so many may bo,

the efteet must be lasting; and men of one
newspaper, especially, are j)retty much what
their favourite eilitors make them. The respon-
sibility of tlie editor is, therefore, in the precise
propoi'tion to the number and confidence of

' Tho close approximution of the two sets of l^gurc.^ is very rcmiukiible.
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